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HON. PRINCE A. SAWYER. 

MB. SPKAKEK—Your committee, appointed to prepare and present to  th is  
body suitable resolutions regarding the life, character and public service 
of the  Honorable Prince A. Sawyer, beg leave to submit  the following 
report. 

Whereas ,  Hon. P r ince  A. Sawyer, fo rmer ly  a member  of t h e  House  
of Representat ives  of t h e  s ta te  of Iowa, passed f r o m  th i s  l i fe  on  Octo­
be r  23, A. D. 1912; and ,  

Whereas ,  W e  deem i t  proper  t h a t  public a t tent ion  be called t o  a 
l i fe  record which represents  a h igh  type of Christ ian character  a n d  
patr iot ic  manhood,  we present  t h e  following fac t s :  

Mr. Sawyer was  born  in  t h e  town of Dixfield, Oxford County, Maine, 
o n  J u n e  23, 1847. H e  received a public school educat ion in h i s  n a ­
t ive  s ta te ,  and  f o r  a t ime  was a school teacher .  H e  came to  Iowa 
when  seventeen years  of age,  and  lived in  t h i s  s t a t e  f o r  about  two 
years,  w h e n  h e  re turned  t o  h i s  nat ive  s t a t e  and  engaged in t he  prac­
tice of law. On November 16, 1868, he  was married to Miss Elvi ra  
Oakes a t  Phill ips,  Maine. H e  held  t h e  off ice of Secretary of S ta te  
of t h e  s t a t e  of Maine, and  a f t e r  re t i r ing  f r o m  t h a t  off ice h e  r e tu rned  
t o  Iowa i n  1890 and  located in Sioux City, where  h e  engaged i n  t h e  
pract ice of law. H e  was  elected to  t h e  Iowa Legis la ture  in  1893, and  
represented Woodbury  County in  t h a t  body in  t h e  Twenty-f i f th  Gen­
eral Assembly. At the expiration of his te rm of office he declined re­
election, a n d  continued in  t h e  practice of law u p  t o  t h e  t ime of h i s  
death. Mr. Sawyer always took a leading and active par t  in church and 
charitable affairs. He was a consistent and devoted member of the Meth­
odist  Episcopal Church, and  was  one of t h e  founders  of Morningside 
College, which is located a t  Sioux City. H e  was a n  honest,  char i ­
table, upr igh t  and patr iot ic  citizen^ and was  admired  and  respected 
by all who knew him. H e  died a t  Sioux City, Iowa, on October 23, 
1912. H e  leaves surviving h i m  h is  widow, Mrs. Elvi ra  Sawyer, and  
one son, Dr .  Pr ince  E .  Sawyer, both  of whom reside a t  Sioux City. I n  
h i s  dea th  t h e  people of t h e  s ta te  lost a f a i t h f u l  and  loyal citizen. 
There fore  b e  i t  

Resolved, By the House of Representatives of the Thirty-fifth Gen­
e ra l  Assembly of t h e  s t a t e  of Iowa t h a t  w e  mourn  t h e  passing of a 
good man ,  a t r u e  and  upr igh t  citizen, and  invite a t ten t ion  to  his  l i f e  
a n d  charac ter ,  and  we extend ou r  sincere sympathy t o  h i s  surviving 
wi fe  a n d  son ;  and b e  i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved, Tha t  engrossed copies of these  resolut ions be prepared  
a n d  fo rwarded  to  t h e  surviving wife, Mrs. Elvi ra  Sawyer, and  t h e  su r -
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viv ing  son,  D r .  P r i n c e  E .  Sawyer ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  b e  s p r e a d  u p o n  
t h e  J o u r n a l  of t h i s  House .  

Respec t fu l ly  submi t t ed ,  
E .  B .  G M F F I N ,  

A .  B .  E L L I O T T ,  

, M .  F .  T H O M P S O N ,  

Committee. 

Adopted April 10, 1913. 

HON. ALVIN M. WHALEY. 

Mn. SPEAKER—Your commit tee  appointed to  d r a f t  resolut ions of respect  
in  honor  of Alvin Manley Whaley,  a fo rmer  member  of t h i s  V°dy, respect­
fu l ly  submi t  t he  following: 

Alvin Manley Whaley was  born in Wyoming county,  New York,  May 14, 
1838. H e  was  a pupi l  in  t h e  common schools un t i l  t h e  a g e  of fifteen 
when h e  entered Middlebury academy i n  Wyoming  county,  con t inu ing  
there,  except d u r i n g  t h e  win te r s  h e  taught ,  un t i l  1861, when  t h e  b r e a k i n g  
out  of t h e  rebellion p u t  a n  end  to  peaceful pursu i t s .  i 

Pa t r io t ic  a n d  loyal, h e  quickly enlisted for  service and ,  a l though  with­
ou t  experience, was  elected by  h i s  companions, second l i e u t e n a n t  of 
Company K, Seventeenth N. Y. volunteers,  one of t h e  first companies  t o  
enl is t .  Going to  t h e  f ron t ,  he  was  wi th  t h e  a r m y  of t h e  Potomac,  where ,  
on account  of b ravery  a n d  mer i t ,  h e  was  successively advanced t o  t h e  
r a n k  of first l ieutenant  a n d  t h e n  captain.  

A t  Fredr icksburg,  whi le  leading h i s  men i n  a n  assau l t  o n  t h e  rebel  
works,  he  was  s t ruck  on t h e  head by  a muske t  bal l  a n d  i t  w a s  supposed 
by al l  t h a t  t h i s  was  t h e  end of h i s  br i l l iant  career .  Al though  t h e  sku l l  
was  f rac tured ,  p rompt  surgical  skill  saved h i s  l i fe,  b u t  so r e m a r k a b l e  w a s  
h is  recovery t h a t  t h e  case w a s  reported a t  l eng th  in  " T h e  Medical  a n d  
Surgical  History of t h e  Rebellion" a n d  pieces of h i s  skul l  a r e  s t i l l  pre­
served in  t he  museum a t  Washington.  Since t h a t  accident,  h e  h a d  al­
ways worn a silver p la te  over h i s  bra in .  

Af t e r  being discharged f r o m  t h e  hospital  a t  Georgetown, h e  was  mus­
tered out,  b u t  a lmost  immediately re-entered t h e  service, receiving a com­
mission as  quar te r  mas t e r  a n d  serv ing  a s  a s s i s t an t  q u a r t e r  m a s t e r  
general.  Being ordered to  Alabama, h e  went  t o  Vicksburg a n d  w a s  w i t h  
She rman  on h i s  ra id  a n d  la te r  i n  h i s  famous  m a r c h  t o  t h e  sea.  Soon 
a f te rwards ,  t h e  w a r  ended a n d  h e  re tu rned  t o  engage  i n  f a r m i n g  i n  h i s  
na t ive  county i n  New York. 

I n  1869, h e  came to  Iowa, where  h e  settled a t  Aplington,  B u t l e r  county ,  
where  h e  rapidly  became one  of t h e  weal thy  m e n  of t h e  communi ty  
t h r o u g h  h i s  extensive gra in ,  lumber  and  stock operations,  a n d  l a t e r  be­
cause of h i s  bank ing  in te res t s  a s  president  of t h e  Exchange  b a n k  f o r  
m a n y  years .  




