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H O N .  W I L L I A M  B .  TOWNER.  

The Hon. William B. Towner, a member of t he  House of -Representa
tives during t he  Twenty-seventh and Twenty-eighth General Assemblies, 
departed th is  l ife on t he  3rd day of October, 1914, a t  h i s  home in  Charles 
City, Iowa. 

H e  came to  Lake county, Illinois, when h e  was nineteen years of age, 
and there  in  1856 was united in marriage to  Harr ie t  Darby. Mr. and 
Mrs. Towner went to  Floyd county, Iowa, in 1864, and settled on a 
f a r m  in  Cedar township, where they resided unti l  he  retired f rom the 
f a r m  and went to  Charles City. 

Mr. Towner was a man who was interested in  t h e  civic and social 
life of the  community as well a s  i n  his  own affairs. During his  active 
life, h e  served a s  school director, justice of the  peace, which office he 
filled f rom 1875 to  1897, trustee, county supervisor of Floyd county, and 
representative of Floyd county in the  state legislature during the  terms 
above mentioned. As a public servant h e  was affable and obliging, but 
rigid in  his  adherence to the  r ight ;  therefore be i t  

Resolved, Tha t  in his death t he  s ta te  and  county have suffered the  
loss of a worthy and  influential citizen, and tha t  we hereby extend to  
the  bereaved relatives and fr iends our hear t fe l t  sympathy;  and  be i t  
f u r the r  

Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be spread upon the Journal 
of the  House, and t h a t  the chief clerk t ransmi t  a n  engrossed copy thereof 
to  t he  family of t he  deceased. 

G E O .  H .  P U R D Y ,  

H .  L .  W I L S O N ,  

P .  L .  K E P P L E ,  

Committee. 
Adopted unanimously. 

H O N .  OLIVER P .  ROWI.ES.  

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu
tions of respect to  the  life, character and public services of the  late Hon. 
Oliver P. Rowles, a member of the  Ninth General Assembly, beg leave 
to  report  t he  following: 

Oliver P. Rowles was born March 25th, 1821, in  Bath, New York, and 
with his  parents,  David H. and Rebecca Rowles, moved t o  Covington, Ind., 
when he was one year  old. There he grew to  early manhood among the  
s turdy pioneers, assisting to  hew a home in  the  primeval forest, and 
later i n  contract work in building t he  Wabash canal. His  education 
was secured f rom the  ordinary country school of t ha t  day. I n  1844 the  
family again moved westward and located on what  in more recent years 
was known as  the  Collins farm, two miles south of the  present city 
of Albia, Monroe county, Iowa. 

On December 7th, 1845, deceased was united in  marriage to  Louisa 
Lower, with whom he continued to  live for  over sixty-five years, unt i l  
Ju ly  20th, 1911, when she was called f rom the  earthly home. After  
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their  marr iage they immediately moved to  the i r  f a r m  fou r  miles south 
of Albia, where they continuously resided f o r  more  t han  s ix ty  years.  
I n  1900, they moved to  their  home a t  403 South Clinton street ,  and  con-
tined there  unti l  called to  the  home above. 

Fou r  children were born to th i s  happy un ion :  Mrs. Elizabeth Enix,  
W. A. and  J .  H .  Rowles, and  Mrs. Jennie  Pierson, all  of whom reside i n  
or near  Albia, Iowa, except J .  H., who lives a t  Slater,  Wyoming. 

T h e  subject of th i s  sketch gave h i s  hea r t  to  h i s  Saviour i n  ear ly  man
hood and  became a member of t he  M. E .  church, and  when a class was  
formed a t  his  fa ther ' s  home in  1845 h is  n a m e  is  among t h e  char te r  
members, and when the  F i r s t  M. E .  church was  bui l t  i n  Albia, Iowa, i n  
1850, h e  was a member of t he  first board of t rus tees  and  continued t o  b e  
identified with th is  church or t he  one near  h i s  country home dur ing  
t he  past  68 years. 

During his  l ife h e  was called to  many offices of t rus t ,  having  served 
a s  member of the  county board for  several t e r m s  and  was  chosen t o  
represent Monroe county i n  t he  Ninth General Assembly of Iowa.  

His  every day home l ife  was such t h a t  h i s  children rise u p  and  call 
h im blessed, and a t  the  extremely old age of 92 years ,  4 months  a p d  15 
days, on August 10th, 1913, h e  peacefully closed h i s  eyes t o  ear th ly  
scenes and  passed t o  h i s  reward on the  other shore. 

H e  was honored and  loved and  respected by  h i s  neighbors, f a r  and  
near,  and  h a s  held numerous offices of t r u s t  i n  h i s  township, and  county 
and community. Being a n  early pioneer of Iowa and  f rom Kishkekosh 
county, now Monroe county, Iowa, h e  very mater ia l ly  aided i n  t h e  up
building of a good community of ha rdy  pioneers. 

Resolved, Tha t  i n  h i s  death t h e  state and  county h a s  lost a wor thy  
and honorable citizen, and we hereby extend t o  t h e  relatives and  f r i e n d s  
our t r ibute  of respect; and  be i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved, Tha t  these resolutions of respect be pr in ted  in  t h e  Jour
nal  of t he  House and t he  chief clerk be directed t o  forward  a n  en
grossed copy to  the  family of t he  deceased. 

C .  B .  E G G L E S T O N ,  

L .  S H A E F F E R ,  

C .  H .  C L A R K ,  

Committee. 
Adopted unanimously. 

H O S .  B. F .  BROWN". 

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to  d r a f t  and  present  resolu
tions commemorative to  t he  life, character and  public services of t h e  
Hon. B. F .  Brown, late a member of the  House of Representat ives i n  
t he  Fi f teenth  General Assembly, beg leave to  submit  t h e  following a s  
thei r  report :  

B. F .  Brown was born i n  Knox county, Ohio, May 3rd, 1833. W h e n  
h e  was twelve years of age, h i s  parents  moved to  Brooks county, Wes t  
Virginia, where he grew to  manhood and a t  t he  close of h i s  career  i n  
the  public schools h e  entered Bethany college, founded by Alexander 




