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year term s on th e  Iowa S ta te  B oard of H ealth . D uring  h is ten u re  on th e  B oard of 
H ealth  he m ade m any  h ea lth  policies th a t  a re  in effect today, help ing  th e  people of th e  
sta te  of Iowa.

W hile Joe w as still in  th e  Navy, he  re tu rn ed  hom e on a  convalescence and 
rehabilitation  leave for two w eeks and  m arried  his h igh  school sw eetheart, H elen 
H am m ans, also of Arispe, on Ju ly  20, 1945. Joe  w as alw ays active in  his com m unity 
having served two te rm s on th e  M t. Ayr C ity Council, Ringgold County H ospital Board 
of T rustees, and  headed  th e  com m ittee to build  th e  new  addition  onto th e  hospital. He 
was an  active m em ber of th e  M asonic Lodge hav ing  served as W orshipful M aste r of 
Chariton Lodge #63 in  C hariton  and  F a ith  Lodge #179 in  Mt. Ayr.

Joe was a  D istrict L ecture  for th e  G rand  Lodge of Iowa and  he conducted over 100 
Masonic F u n era ls  for h is lodge and  su rround ing  lodges. He served as W orthy P a tro n  
in the  O rder of th e  E as te rn  S tar. He w as a Rainbow D ad and  w as aw arded  th e  G rand  
Cross of Colors for Rainbow  Girls. Joe w as a  Cub Scout leader, an d  an  active m em ber 
of the  M ethodist C hurch, hav ing  served as a  Lay L eader and  Lay Speaker, served on 
the A dm inistra tive  B oard and  m any  com m ittees. He w as also a  P a s t C om m ander of 
the Mt. Ayr A m erican Legion Post #172, a  m em ber of V eterans of Foreign W ars, Des 
Moines Consistory, Za-Ga-Zig Shrine and  a p a s t p resid en t of th e  South  C en tra l Shrine 
Club.

A R epublican, M r. Gross w as a m em ber of th e  69th, 69thX, an d  69thXX G eneral 
Assemblies.

L.W. Joe Gross passed  aw ay on A ugust 2, 2004, a t  th e  age of 78.

Now Therefore, Be I t  Resolved B y  The House O f Representatives O f The E ighty-First 
General A ssem bly O f Iowa, T h a t in  th e  passing  of th e  H onorable L.W. Joe Gross, the  
S ta te  has lost a n  honored citizen and  a fa ith fu l an d  useful public servan t, an d  the  
House by th is  R esolution would express its  apprecia tion  of his service.

Be It F urther Resolved, T h a t a  copy of th is  R esolution be sp read  upon th e  Jo u rn a l of 
the House, and  th a t  th e  C hief C lerk be d irected  to forw ard an  enrolled copy to the  
family of th e  deceased.

CECIL DOLECHECK 
M IKE REASONER 

RICHARD ANDERSON 
C om m ittee

KENN ETH A. ROBINSON

Mr. Speaker: Your com m ittee, appointed  to p rep are  a  su itab le  resolution
com m em orating th e  life, characte r, and  public service of th e  la te  H onorable K enneth  A. 
Robinson begs to subm it th e  following M emorial:

K enneth A. Robinson w as born  Septem ber 29, 1914, n e a r Panora , th e  son of A lbert 
M. and Ola (M aynard) Robinson. D uring  h is ju n io r y ear of h igh  school he  w as stricken  
with polio. He g rad u ated  in 1934 from P anora  H igh School and  from  D rake U niversity  
m Des Moines w ith a  degree in  economics in  1938. W hile a t  D rake, he w as m anaging
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edito r of th e  Tim es Delphic w here he  w rote p rim arily  spo rts a rticles and  also wrote for 
th e  Des M oines R egister and  Tribune.

In  1940 he becam e ow ner and  pub lisher of th e  B ayard  News and  Bagley Gazette. 
On O ctober 6, 1946, he  m arried  M ary Louise M oulton in  S tu a rt. H e received many 
s ta te  and  na tio n a l aw ards and  honors. He w as a recip ien t of th e  Iowa M aste r Editor 
P u b lisher A w ard and  w as na tionally  recognized w ith  th e  Amos A w ard given to the 
person considered to have done th e  m ost for th e  new spaper in d u stry  and  h is own 
com m unity.

Mr. Robinson served as m ayor of B ayard  for 24 years. He served as p residen t of the 
Iowa League of M unicipalities, w as active in th e  Dem ocratic P arty , serving as county 
chair, d is tric t com m itteem an, and  delegate a t-larg e  to th ree  na tio n a l conventions. He 
served on th e  Iowa Civil R ights Com m ission an d  th e  board  of F riends of Public 
Television. He w as th e  f irs t recip ient of th e  E as te r  Seals of Am erica aw ard  to honor 
th e  disabled  person in  Am erica who h ad  provided ou tstan d in g  service to his 
governm ent and  com m unity.

M r. Robinson w as a  48 y ear Lions Club m em ber an d  organized th e  B ayard  Senior 
C itizens H ousing C orporation th a t  b u ilt several low incom e complexes and a 
com m unity cen ter, and w as involved in  th e  estab lish m en t of th e  n u rsin g  home.

A D em ocrat, M r. Robinson w as a  m em ber of th e  61st G eneral Assembly.

K enneth  A. Robinson passed  aw ay on A pril 30, 2004, a t  th e  age of 89.

N ow  Therefore, Be I t  Resolved B y  The House O f R epresentatives O f The Eighty-First 
General A ssem bly O f Iowa, T h a t in  th e  passing  of th e  H onorable K enneth  A. Robinson, 
the  S ta te  has lost a n  honored citizen and  a  fa ith fu l and  useful public servan t, and the 
House by th is  R esolution would express i ts  apprecia tion  of h is service.

Be I t  F urther Resolved, T h a t a  copy of th is  R esolution be sp read  upon th e  Jou rna l of 
th e  House, and th a t  th e  C hief C lerk be d irected  to forw ard an  enrolled copy to the 
fam ily of th e  deceased.

CLEL BAUDLER 
RALPH WATTS 

DONOVAN OLSON
Committee

GEORGE R. SW EARINGEN

Mr. Speaker: Your com m ittee, appointed  to p rep are  a  su itab le  r e s o l u t i o n

com m em orating th e  life, ch aracter, and  public service of th e  la te  H onorable George R- 
Sw earingen begs to subm it th e  following M em orial:

George R. Sw earingen w as born J a n u a ry  8, 1923, in W infield to George and Priscilla 
(Bretz) Sw earingen. He g rad u ated  from W infield High School and  received his B.S- 
from Iowa S ta te  U niversity , w here  he  w as a m em ber of th e  A lpha G am m a RR° 
F ra tern ity . On Ju n e  18, 1949, George m arried  M arian  Sm ith  in Maywood, Illinois-


