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spirit, and this House by this resolution tenders its sympathy t o  t h e  
family that  survives; and 

Be It Further Resolved, That  these resolutions be spread upon t h e  
Journal of the  House, and a n  enrolled copy sent to t he  surviving members 
of the family. 

HOWARD BALLEW, 
LEONARD SIMMER, 
J O H N  F .  KLINE,  

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

HON. J .  D. BOBBINS 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to  prepare  resolutions com­
memorating the life and services of t he  Honorable J .  D. Robbins, la te  
of Mills county, Iowa, beg leave to submit the  following memorial:  

J .  D. Robbins, who represented Mills county in the  Thir ty-fourth Gen­
eral Assembly, was born a t  Valparaiso, Porter  county, Indiana, December 
4, 1854, the son of Samuel Putnam Robbins and Caroline Coe Robbins. 
Mr. Robbins received his education in the schools of Valparaiso and  a t ­
tended the  normal college in that- city, receiving his  diploma f r o m  t h e  
commercial department. As a young man he and his brother engaged in  
farming in his  native state of Indiana. They owned one of t h e  la rges t  
and finest f a rms  in t ha t  section. In  1881 he was  married t o  Miss Hen­
rietta Gaylord of Porter county, Indiana, and they began their  home l i fe  
on a ranch in Kansas, where Mr. Robbins had located in  1880, and estab­
lished themselves in the  cattle ranching business. I n  1882 they l e f t  
Kansas and returned to Indiana, and the following year  emigrated t o  
Iowa, buying the Lute Robbins ranch north of Hastings, now known a s  
the Highbank Farm,  which was developed into one of the  finest ranches 
and f a r m  homes in the state. 

Mr. Robbins did not confine all of his activities to farming,  b u t  engaged 
in the lumber business f o r  a time a t  Hastings, and f o r  several years  
operated a grain business of considerable extent. While on t he  f a r m  
north of Hastings he was an active member of the Wesley Chapel Metho­
dist church, and was always greatly interested in t he  Sunday School 
work of t ha t  institution. For  many years he t augh t  a class of young 
people there, and continued the  same line of public spirited work a f t e r  
moving to  Malvern. His  large Sunday School class in t h e  Methodist 
church of t ha t  city was one of the last  things he mentioned. The extent  
of his work in t ha t  field permeated favorably throughout t h e  entire coun­
tryside, and lef t  the kindest of thoughts f o r  him among his many fr iends.  

In 1908 Mr. and Mrs. Robbins moved to  Malvern, building a new and 
beautiful home where he resided until his death. Upon coming to t h a t  
pleasant little city, he took an active interest in civic af fa i rs  and was  
serving a second term in the council when death claimed him. H e  was  
active in the work of financing and building t h e  new Memorial Com­
munity Building, and was one of its trustees f rom the  t ime i t  was  built. 
I n  addition, he was chairman of the official board of the  Methodist church 
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in  Malvern,  and  in  all these th ings  he gave f a i t h f u l ,  conscientious service 
t o  t h e  public.  1 

Mr.  Rohbins w a s  a Republican in politics, and  always ranked high in  
t h e  councils of h i s  pa r ty .  I n  1912 h e  w a s  elected t o  t h e  s ta te  legislature, 
and  served his  t e r m  wi th  honor  and  fidelity. While in  t h e  House, Mr .  
Robbins worked consistently i n  behalf of t h e  Iowa f a r m e r s ,  and  w a s  t r u e  
to  t h e  t r u s t  they reposed in  h im a s  a s t a te  official. Mills county may  well 
be  proud t h a t  his  name  is  on t h e  roll of those who have represented t h a t  
par t i cu la r  distr ict  in t h e  legislative body of th i s  s tate.  

J .  D. Robbins w a s  a m a n  of unusua l  business ability, s t r ic t  integrity,  
and  s ter l ing honesty in all  his  dealings. H e  w a s  not  only well educated, 
b u t  well read ,  and always availed himself of more t h a n  ord inary  knowl­
edge on all p resent  day topics, so t h a t  h i s  opinion foas of ten  sought and  
seriously considered. H i s  beliefs were  s t rong and  i t  w a s  difficult t o  a l ter  
h i s  convictions. When he had  once made u p  his  mind upon a question, 
Mr .  Robbins would sacrifice r a t h e r  t h a n  compromise wi th  t h e  wrong.  
Unfor tunate ly ,  w e  do not  have  enough public officers of t h a t  type.  T h e  
community in  which he lived, h i s  county and  s ta te  lost a good f r iend,  a 
capable citizen, and  a loyal Iowan when he l e f t  t h i s  world. 

H e  is  survived by his  wife ,  h i s  son, L .  L .  Robbins of Hast ings ,  and  h i s  
daughters ,  Mrs .  I n a  Lisle of Has t ings ,  and  Mrs.  F e r n  Wilson of Har l an .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-third General Assembly, T h a t  in  t he  death  of Hon. J .  D. Robbins 
th i s  s t a t e  h a s  lost a public spiri ted m a n  of t h e  highest  quality,  and  th i s  
House, b y  th i s  resolution, t enders  i t s  sympathy t o  t h e  relat ives t h a t  sur­
vive him.  

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  these resolutions b e  spread upon t h e  
Journa l ,  and  a n  enrolled copy sen t  t o  t he  surviving relatives.  

O T H A  D .  W E A R I N ,  

HARRY M .  GREENE,  

L .  O .  CLARK, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

HON.  J O H N  Y.  S T O N E  

MR. SPEAKER : Your  committee appointed t o  p repare  a resolution com­
memorat ing t he  l i fe  and  services of t h e  Honorable John  Y.  Stone, l a t e  of 
Mills county, Iowa, beg leave t o  submit  t h e  following memorial :  

T h e  Honorable John  Y.  Stone, who represented Mills county in  t he  
Twelf th ,  Thir teenth,  Fourteenth,  F i f t een th ,  and  Sixteenth sessions of 
t h e  Iowa legislature,  and w a s  Speaker  of t h e  House in  t h e  Seventeenth 
session, w a s  born  i n  Illinois in  1843. I n  1856 h e  l e f t  t h e  nat ive haun t s  
of h i s  home, came west  and  located in  Silver Creek valley i n  Mills county. 
Less t h a n  five yea r s  came and  went  unt i l  t h e  rumble of w a r  d rums  came 
echoing into Iowa. John Y .  Stone enlisted in  t he  Union forces  in 1861, 
where  h e  f o u g h t  bravely and  consistently du r ing  t h e  f o u r  yea r s  of t he  
s t ruggle,  unt i l  1865, r i s ing  t o  t h e  r a n k  of a first l ieutenant.  A t  t h e  
close of t he  w a r  w e  find him r e tu rn ing  t o  Mills county aga in  and  engaging 




