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R eso lved , T h a t  a  copy of these  re so lu t io n s  be p r in ted  in the  J o u r 
n a l  of the  Senate and th a t  the Secretary  of the  Senate be directed to 
fo rw a rd  an  engrossed  copy to th e  fam ily  of th e  deceased.

W. H. Akney,
S. W. DEWor.F,
F u k d k h i c  L a r r a b k e .

Co mmi t t ee .

T h e  resolut ions  were a d o p t e d  un an im o u s ly  b y  a r i s ing  vote.  

S e n a t o r  Se hr up ,  f rom a special  commit t ee ,  s u b m i t t e d  the fol 
lowing  r e p o r t  a nd  moved its a d o p t i o n :

B E N J A M I N '  BTT.I . JNOS RIC HA RD S.

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Your committee appointed to d raf t  resolutions in com
mem orat ion  of the life, cha rac te r  and services of ex-Se.nat.or B. B. 
R ic h a rd s  of D ubuque, beg leave to  su b m it  th e  fo llow ing rep o r t :

B e n ja m in  B illings R ichards ,  who w as  a m em b er  of th is  body seven 
years ,  a f t e r  h av ing  served in the  L ow er  H ouse one te rm , died a t  D u
buque ,  Iowa, March 16, 1912.

H e  w as bo rn  in  the  s ta te  of New Y ork  on A u g u s t  30, 1823. A fte r  
a t t e n d in g  school a t  B enn in g to n ,  Vt., he  t a u g h t  in d is tr ic t  schools in 
his ' n a t iv e  s ta te .  At th e  age  of e ig h teen  he  becam e p r inc ipa l of a 
sem ina ry  and  professor in mathem atics .  In  1848 he was adm itted  to 
th e  b a r  a t  M ilw aukee, b u t  he n ev e r  p rac t iced  th a t  p rofession  in th is  
s ta te ,  to  w hich he  came in  1 854. In  1 863 he w as elec ted  m em b er  of 
th e  H ou se  of R ep re se n ta t iv e s  from  D u b u q u e  County. He w as positive 
in the  expression of his views, a l though alw ays courteous and to ler
a n t  of o th e r s ’ opinions.

Two y e a rs  l a t e r  he en te red  the  Senate ,  re m a in in g  a m e m b er  of th is
body for  fo u r  years . He w as  aga in  r e tu rn e d  to th is  office in 1 872.
A t d i f f e re n t  sessions he w as on th e  C om m it tees  of W ays and  Means, 
R ailroads and Claims agains t  the United States, the last nam ed the
m o s t  im p o r t a n t  com m ittee ,  in view of th e  la rg e  su m s of m oney  th e
sta te  had  advanced tow ard the  prosecution of the war. The steps 
th e n  ta k e n  b ro u g h t  to th e  S ta te  T re a s u ry  v a s t  sums.

While always a member of the m inori ty  p a r ty  his imposing person
a l i ty  co m m an d ed  th e  h ig h es t  re sp ec t  and  in f luence  w ith  h is  political 
op ponen ts .  H e w as tw ice se lec ted  by h is  p a r ty  as  its c an d ida te  fo r  
Congress ,  th e  f i rs t  t im e  w hen  th e  la te  W il l iam  B. A llison was f i r s t  
successfu l ,  th e  nom inees  conduc ted  a jo in t  debate .

H e  w as g re a t ly  in te re s ted  in  th e  cause  of po p u la r  educa t io n  and  
se rved  as  a  m e m b er  of th e  D u b u q u e  B o a rd  of E d u c a t io n  w ith  m a rk e d  
ab i l i ty  a n d  success fo r  severa l  years .  H e  w as  th e  f i r s t  p re s id en t  of 
th e  D u b u q u e  N ationa l B ank an d  was th e  fo u n d e r  of several h an k s  in
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the  n o r th e rn  p a r t  of th e  s ta te .  A p ro m in e n t  la y m a n  in th e  E p isco 
pal C hurch, he was a m e m b e r  of th e  d iocesan  conv en tion  in  18 53 t h a t  
chose Rev. Or. H e n ry  W. Lee th e  f i r s t  b ishop  of Iowa. H is  w a s  in 
deed  a w orthy  a n d  e ven tfu l  l ife ,  m a d e  se ren e  th r o u g h  th e  h a p p in e s s  
he im p a r ted  to o thers .  Those who re m e m b e r  h im  as a  m e m b e r  of an y  
o rg an iza t ion  recal l  w i th  p lea su re  th e  d ign if ied  c o u r te sy  t h a t  c h a r a c 
terized his m anner .  His polished and eloquent o ra to ry  m ade  h im  
k now n as “ The S ilver T on gu ed  C ham pion  of Io w a  D em o cracy .”  H is  
public  career ,  as  well as  his  p r iv a te  life an d  h is  a t t r a c t iv e  p e r s o n a l i ty  
le f t  a las ting  im p ress ion  on th e  c o m m u n ity  in w h ich  he  lived so lon g  
and in which he was so highly  esteemed.

T he  end to th i s  long  life cam e w h en  tp th e  b u rd e n  of y ea rs  fell th e  
a f f l ic t ing  d isp e nsa t ion  t h a t  ca rr ied  aw ay h is  beloved  wife, w h o  p r e 
ceded her  h u sb a n d  to th e  g re a t  beyond  by only six W’eeks. In  1867 
he  was m a r r ie d  to  Miss E ve lyn  W h i ta k e r ,  d a u g h te r  of C oll ins  W h i t 
ak e r .  T h ree  ch i ld ren  su rv ive :  Mr. C la rence  W . R ic h a rd s  a n d  Mrs.
Clyde Ellsw 'orth  of D u b u q u e  and  Mrs. C la rk  L. P o o le  of Chicago.

Resolved, T h a t  th is  record be spread on th e  J o u rn a l  of th i s  body, 
an d  th a t  an engrossed  copy h e reo f  be t r a n s m i t t e d  to  h is  b e re a v e d  
family with the assurance  of the h igh apprecia tion  of .the Senate ,  of 
one of the s tu rdy  pioneers of Iowa legislation and  one so w o r th y  of 
honor, who was one of its members, even though  in  the  long ago. •

X. J. Sciikui ',
R o n i c n r  Q u i o i .k y ,

G .  E. H i l s t .n o k k ,

C om m i t t e e .

Tile r esolut ions  were ad op te d  u n a n i m o u s ly  l»y a  r i s in g  vote.

►senator Quigley,  f r o m  a specia l  commit t ee ;  s u b m i t t e d  the  fo l 
lowing report  a n d  move d  i ts  ad o p t io n :

I .lliK K T Y  R A T O N  I 'M .l  O W S .

M b . P k k k i d k n t — Your committee, appointed to dra f t  reso lu tions on t h e  

d ea th  of th e  H o n o rab le  L ib e r ty  E a to n  F e l lo w s  t a k e  p le a su re  in  su b 
m i t t in g  to the  Sen a te  th e  fo l low in g -rep o r t :

L iberty  E a to n  .Fellows w as b o rn  a t  C or in th ,  O ra n g e  C ounty , V e r 
mont,  A ug us t  22, 1834. H e  lived w ith  h is  p a r e n t s  on  a  f a rm  a n d  a t 
tended the  common school of Corinth and  la ter  a t tended  the  T he tfo rd  
Academy in Orange County, He removed to W isconsin  in 1856, and  to 
Allamakee County, Iowa, in 1857. Here he worked on a  farm, c lerked  in 
the county offices, took up the s tudy  of law and was adm it ted  to  the  ba r  
in 1862, locating at L ansing  and soon becoming one of the  lead ing  a t t o r 
neys of Allamakee County.


