
MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS 

I Í O N .  L E W I S  ALBEBT IÎFILEY. 

MB. SPEAKER—Your commit tee  appointed t o  d r a f t  and  p resen t  res
olutions commemorating the  life, character,  and  services of t h e  Hon. 
Lewis Alber t  Reiley, l a t e  of t h e  House  of Representa t ives  i n  t he  
twenty-first  a n d  twenty-second genera l  assemblies,  beg  leave  t o  re 
p o r t  t h e  following: 

Among t h e  leading lawyers  of Louisa  county,  of w h o m  t h e  f u t u r e  
generat ions  of t h e  neighborhood i n  which h e  lived and  worked ,  wi l l  
learn ,  was  ¡Lewis Alber t  Reiley. H i s  mighty  s t a tu re ,  h i s  command ing  
countenance, his  singular hat ,  his  impressive style of carrying him
self,  and  his  cherished cane will a l l  b e  vividly a n d  in teres t ingly  
described by relators commenting upon h is  life and  work. Always, 
a s  h e  entered t h e  cour t  room,  a n  added digni ty exalted t h e  legal  
profession.  

H i s  f a the r ,  J ames  Riley, w a s  b o r n  in Pennsylvania ,  of I r i sh  p a r 
entage; his  mother Ann  Hague, was of Scotch and  French Hugenot 
descent. They were marr ied  in  t he  year 1826, and  * Lewis A. was 
born March 1, 1845 i n  Nashville, Ohio. When  only eight years old 
h i s  pa ren t s  moved t o  a f a r m  n e a r  Columbus City, Louisa  county,  Iowa.  
Two years  l a te r  h i s  f a t h e r  died,  a n d  he,  whi le  y e t  a m e r e  boy, began  
t o  help  h i s  mo the r  i n  a s suming  t h e  dut ies  and  responsibil i t ies  of tHe 
f a r m .  

His  ear ly  l i fe  w a s  ve ry  o rd inary  bu t  t h e  var ious  act ivi t ies  i n  which  
h e  was engaged gave h i m  a wide experience. When sixteen years  of 
age, he  started to high school a t  Mt. Pleasant,  Iowa. Six months  a f t e r  
h e  had  enrolled h e  qui t ,  aga ins t  t h e  wishes  of h i s  mo the r ,  a n d  en
te red  t h e  Union Army.  I t  w a s  n o t  long, however,  u n t i l  h e  was  t a k e n  
sick, honorably discharged,  a n d  re tu rned  t o  h i s  home .  A f t e r  r e 
covering f r o m  h is  illness, h e  spen t  one  year  i n  school a t  Poughkeep-
sie, New York,  a n d  a n o t h e r  y e a r  a t  K n o x  college, a t  Galesburg,  Il l i
nois. I n  h i s  nineteenth year h e  began teaching in  t h e  public schools 
of Louisa county a n d  cont inued th is  vocation f o r  five years ,  w h e n  
h e  was  elected county super in tendent  of schools. I n  th i s  capaci ty  
h i s  services t o  t h e  people a n d  t h e  schools w e r e  of exceptional va lue .  
He declined re-election, having decided to continue t h e  s tudy a n d  
practice of law.  

Mr. Reiley acquired h i s  legal  education b y  s tudying  i n  t h e  office of 
Hon.  D. N. Sprague  of Wapel lo ,  t hen  t h e  ab l e  prosecut ing a t t o r n e y  
of t h e  old F i r s t  Distr ict  of Iowa.  I n  April  1871,  h e  w a s  admi t t ed  t q  
t he  b a r  in  the  District  Court of Louisa county, Hon. Joshua  Tracy,  
of Burl ington presiding,  a n d  upon h i s  admission,  a t  once f o r m e d  a 
par tnersh ip  w i t h  Mr .  Sprague.  Th i s  pa r tne r sh ip  las ted  f o r  a n u m -
of years  and  t h e  firm h a d  a l a rge  business,  mos t  of t h e  w o r k  b e i n g  
done by Mr. Reilly, a s  Mr. Sprague was busy wi th  h i s  official duties. 
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Whi le  county super in tenden t  of schools, h e  m a d e  t h e  acquaintance 
of Miss Carr ie  L .  Newell, a daugh te r  of Robe r t  F .  Newell, of Con
cord township,  Louisa  county,  Iowa, whom h e  mar r i ed  April  24, 1872, 
o n e  year  a f t e r  h e  h a d  s ta r t ed  t o  practice law.  To t h e m  was  born one 
son, Rober t  Leroy,  who  now continúes t h e  l aw business established 

by h i s  f a t he r .  
I n  politics, Mr. Reiley was  a republican,  always active, and  a n  able 

advocate of t h e  principles of h i s  par ty .  His  f irs t  en t ry  in to  t h e  politi
ca l  a r ena  a s  a candidate ,  w a s  no t  un t i l  1885 when h e  was  b rough t  
ou t  f o r  representa t ive  f r o m  Louisa county and  elected t o  t h e  twenty-
first general  assembly over a very  s t rong  opponent,  Mr. A r t h u r  Spring
er.  During th is  session he became very prominent among the  leading 
politicians, and  h i s  influence spread th roughou t  t h e  s ta te .  H e  entered 
in to  t h e  iwork immediately,  a n d  wi th  t h e  Arm determinat ion  t h a t  al
ways  governed h i s  procedure,  devoted much  of h i s  t i m e  t o  devising 
t h e  judiciary system of t h e  s ta te ,  m o r e  especially t h e  g rand  ju ry ,  
which h e  succeeded in  reducing  t o  less t h a n  one-half t h e  original 
number .  

Pe rhaps  t h e  mos t  p rominen t  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  session wi th  which 
h e  was  connected, w a s  t h e  impeachment  t r i a l  of J o h n  L .  Brown, 
aud i to r  of s ta te .  He,  w i th  j udge  S. M. Weaver,  t h e n  a member  of t h e  
House,  were  chosen on t h e  first bal lot  t o  b e  two of t h e  seven man
age r s  of t h e  t r ia l .  H i s  abil i ty a s  a lawyer  and  a l eader  is plainly 
shown by h i s  work  o n  th i s  commit tee .  Toward t h e  close of t h e  
session i t  became evident  t h a t  something mus t  b e  done t o  reduce t h e  
probable  cost of t h e  t r i a l .  Mr. Reiley prepared  a bill u n d e r  which t h e  
legis la ture  would a d j o u r n  a s  a legislative body and  t h e  Senate  con
vene a s  a cour t  of impeachment  t o  h e a r  t h e  charges  p re fe r red  by  t h e  
House  agains t  t h e  aud i to r  of s ta te .  T h e  measu re  w a s  introduced on 
Wednesday,  repor ted  favorably  o n  Thur sday  morning ,  passed t h e  
House  Thursday  a f t e rnoon  a n d  t h e  Senate  t h e  s ame  a f te rnoon ,  was  
enrol led in  t h e  evening, signed by t h e  officers of t h e  two Houses and  
t he  Governor signed i t  and  i t  became a law Friday morning. 

H e  w a s  re-elected t o  t h e  twenty-second genera l  assembly, dur ing  
which session he took a n  active pa r t  in  behalf of the  blind of t ha  
state. Governor Larrabee appointed h im on a committee of th ree  t o  
invest igate  t h e  various ins t i tu t ions  t h roughou t  t h e  United States  a n d  
Canada devoted to the  education and  industrial  improvement of t he  
b l ind .  T h e  commit tee  in  i t s  r epor t  recommended t h e  establ ishment  
of a n  industrial  home f o r  t he  blind, and t he  next legislature estab
l ished a h o m e  a t  Knoxville. 

Though, not a member of many  organizations, h e  was a n  enthusi
as t ic  leader of those wi th  whom h e  was connected. I n  t he  Masonic 
lodge  h e  worked h a r d ,  be ing t h e  first one  i n  Louisa county  t o  ad
vance  t o  t h e  thirty-second degree.  H e  took a n  active p a r t  in  t h e  
b a r  association of t h e  county and  w a s  i t s  pres ident  a t  t h e  t ime  of h i s  
dea th  . 
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D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r s  of h i s  l i f e  o n e  of h i s  g r o w i n g  a m b i t i o n s  
w a s  t o  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  I r e l a n d .  Business ,  however ,  de l ayed  h i s  v i s i t .  
I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1914 t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of a n  e s t a t e ,  p a r t  of w h i c h  w a s  
t o  b e  d i s t r i bu t ed  i n  I r e l a n d ,  p r e sen t ed  h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y .  T a k i n g  h i s  
g r andson ,  R i c h a r d  D. Rei ley ,  h e  s p e n t  t h e  s u m m e r  of 1 9 1 4  i n  t h e  
Br i t i sh  Is les  a n d  con t inen t  of E u r o p e .  H e  h a d  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  
h i s  t r i p  abroad a n d  h a d  only begun to  tel l  h i s  m a n y  f r i e n d s  of h i s  
exper iences  a n d  t h e  n u m e r o u s  p laces  of i n t e r e s t ,  w h i c h  h e  a l w a y s  e n 
joyed ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  sudden ly  t a k e n  i l l  a n d  d ied  D e c e m b e r  26,  1914 ,  
a t  h i s  h o m e  i n  Wape l lo ,  I owa .  

A s  a l awyer ,  M r .  Re i l ey  w a s  cons idered  a m o n g  t h e  b e s t  i n  h i s  sec
t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e ,  w h e r e  h e  con t inued  t o  p rac t i ce  ac t ively  a n d  i n d u s t r i 
ous ly  f o r  ove r  f o r t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  u p  t o  on ly  a f e w  h o u r s  b e f o r e  h i s  
d e a t h .  D u r i n g  t h i s  l o n g  pe r iod  h e  w a s  e n g a g e d  i n  m a n y  of t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  causes  t r i e d  i n  t h e  d is t r ic t .  E v e r y o n e  t h o u g h t  of h i m  a s  
a wil l ing,  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  w o r k e r ,  o n e  w h o  t o o k  a d e e p  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  
cases,  n e v e r  over look ing  t h e  m i n u t e s t  de ta i l s ,  a n d  a l w a y s  t e n a c i o u s  
t o  prove  h i s  convic t ions  r e g a r d l e s s  of p e r s o n a l  sacrif ice.  H e  h a d  n o  
asp i ra t ion  f o r  pol i t ica l  p o w e r  a n d  w e a l t h  b u t  f o u n d  p l e a s u r e  i n  w o r k 
i n g  steadily a t  h i s  profession. As  wr i t t en  i n  t h e  t r i b u t e  b y  t h e  
Lou i sa  coun ty  b a r  assoc ia t ion  a n d  sp read  u p o n  t h e  r eco rds  of t h e  
c o u n t y — " H e  did  h i s  f u l l  s h a r e  of t h e  w o r k  of h i s  p ro fe s s ion  a n d  
achieved h i s  f u l l  s h a r e  of i t s  h o n o r s . "  

C .  B .  W I L S O N ,  

GEO. W .  CROZIER, 

HOWAED W .  B E N N  , 

Committee. 
Adopted  J a n u a r y  25,  1917 .  

HOX. DANIEL KKBK. 

MR. SPEAKER—Your c o m m i t t e e  appoin ted  t o  p r e p a r e  r e s o l u t i o n  c o m 
m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  l i f e ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  publ ic  serv ice  of t h e  h o n o r a b l e  
Daniel  K e r r  of Grundy  county, Iowa, beg  leave t o  submi t  t h e  follow
i n g  r e p o r t :  

Dan ie l  K e r r  w a s  b o r n  a t  Ayrsh i re ,  Sco t land ,  J u n e  18,  183G, a n d  
d ied  a t  h i s  h o m e  i n  G r u n d y  C e n t e r ,  Iowa ,  Oc tober  8, 1916 .  

I n  1864 h e  m a r r i e d  C la r a  T .  E s t a b r o o k  w h o  d ied  Nov .  18,  1 9 1 5 .  
T o  t h e m  seven  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b o r n ,  J o h n ,  w h o  d i e d  i n  1895,  M r s .  H .  
S. R o g e r s  of A m u s a ,  Cal., Mrs .  D. C. S h u l e r  of P a r k e r s b u r g ,  I o w a ,  
George  K e r r  of Des  Moines ,  I o w a  a n d  W i l l i a m  G. K e r r ,  L i l l i a n  E .  
S i m m s  a n d  E d w a r d  C .  K e r r  of G r u n d y  Cen te r ,  I owa .  

I n  y o u t h  Danie l  K e r r  w a s  a g r e a t  s t u d e n t  a n d  i n  1 8 5 8  h e  g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  college. I n  1859  a n d  1860  h e  w a s  a t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  h i g h  schoo l  
a t  Edwardsv i l l e ,  111., a n d  l a t e r  s tud ied  l a w  a t  M c K e n d r e e  co l lege  
a n d  w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  i n  1862.  

I n  1862 h e  en l i s t ed  a s  a p r i v a t e  in  Company  G, o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  
seventeenth I l l inois  I n f a n t r y ,  a n d  served un t i l  t h e  close of t h e  civi l  




