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w a r  and  was  mustered  o u t  wi th  t h e  r a n k  of first l ieu tenant .  H e  t hen  
r e tu rned  t o  Illinois t o  pract ice  h i s  profession a n d  w a s  marr ied  i n  
1864. 

I n  1886 he was nominated by t he  republicans of the  fifth district for  
young- manhood h e  soon demons t ra ted  h i s  powers and  in  1870 h e  
moved wi th  h i s  fami ly  t o  Grundy Center,  Iowa.  

Soon a f t e r  coming t o  Iowa h e  en te red  t h e  field a s  proprietor  a n d  
edi tor  of t h e  New Century  and  l a t e r  f r o m  1883 t o  1888 h e  owned 
t h e  Grundy Center  Argus .  I n  1877 h e  h a d  t h e  h o n o r  of being elected 
a s  t h e  first mayor  of Grundy Center .  

I n  18 83 Mr. K e r r  w a s  elected a member  of t h e  legis la ture  of Iowa 
and  w a s  a g r e a t  leader .  I n  1884 h e  was  chosen elector on  t h e  Blaine 
a n d  Logan  t icket .  

I n  1886 he was nominated by the  republicans of the  fifth district for  
congress a n d  elected b y  a good ma jo r i t y .  

Daniel  K e r r  was  clean, u p r i g h t  and  a m a n  of h igh  ideals,  honored 
by a l l  a n d  a m a n  in need was never  t u rned  f r o m  h is  door.  H e  was  
a devout  member  of t h e  first presbyter ian  church and  w a s  correct i n  
pract ice  a s  well a s  theory  of t h e  golden r u l e  "Whatsoever  ye would 
t h a t  m e n  should do u n t o  you, do  even so u n t o  t h e m . "  

Mr. K e r r  was  a m a n  whose place in  h i s  community  would b e  d i f ­
ficult t o  fill by ano ther  f o r  a m a n  of such unusua l  charac te r  and  one 
whose conception of l i fe  a s  big and  broad  a s  h i s  leaves a las t ing im­
pression on any community  a n d  h i s  memory should never  b e  for ­
got ten.  

To honor his  memory, i t  i s  therefore, 
Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be spread upon the journal 

of t h e  House  as  a n  expression of ou r  appreciat ion and  t h a t  of t h e  
s ta te ,  f o r  one who  was  of so much service t o  h e r  interests .  

W .  A .  MOOTY. 

W .  N .  GILBERT, 

P .  P .  M O W K R Y ,  

Committee. 
Adopted J a n u a r y  25, 1917. 

I I O X .  GEORGE H .  P I R D Y .  

ME. SFEAKERI—Your commit tee  appointed '  t o  p repare  resolut ions  
commemorating the life and public service of the honorable Geo. H .  
P u r d y ,  s t a t e  representat ive  in  t h e  thir ty-sixth general  assembly, re ­
por t  a s  fol lows:  

Mr. P u r d y  was  born  in Ontario,  Canada ,  August  27, 1866, of 
American pa ren tage .  H e  moved w i th  h i s  pa ren t s  t o  Mason City, 
Iowa,  i n  1869, whe re  h e  a t t ended  t h e  public schools and  l a t e r  Cornell 
college a t  Mt. Vernon,  whe re  h e  took  t h e  civil engineer ing course, 
a f te rwards  engaging in t he  grocery business a t  Spencer, Iowa, for  
t e n  years .  H e  was  mar r i ed  a t  Spencer, Iowa, May 20, 1891, t o  Ha t t i e  
F l in t ,  and  t o  th i s  union f o u r  chi ldren were  born.  I n  1899 h e  moved 
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b a c k  t o  Mason  City a n d  w a s  e n g a g e d  in  t h e  g r o w i n g  a n d  j o b b i n g  of 
f r u i t  a n d  r a i s i n g  r eg i s t e r ed  Duroc-Je r sey  swine ,  m o v i n g  t o  R o c k f o r d ,  
I owa ,  i n  1910.  H e  h e l d  t ownsh ip  a n d  t o w n  offices,  a n d  w a s  e lec ted  
r ep re sen ta t i ve  i n  1914.  

Mr.  P u r d y  w a s  a r epub l i can  i n  poli t ics,  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Congrega ­
t i o n a l  chu rch ,  a n d  w a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Masonic  lodge,  t h e  O r d e r  of 
t h e  E a s t e r n  S t a r  a n d  of t h e  Knig-hts of P y t h i a s .  H e  d i e d  a t  Mason  
Ci ty  on  t h e  1 9 t h  d a y  of Apr i l ,  1915 .  

Mr.  P u r d y  w a s  a m a n  of h o n o r  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  s t o o d  h i g h  i n  
t h e  confidence a n d  e s t e e m  of h i s  associates .  H e  w a s  k i n d ,  cons ide r ­
a t e ,  generous ,  a n d  se rved  w e l l  i n  every  capac i ty  i n  w h i c h  h e  w a s  
e n g a g e d ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  i t  

Resolved,  t h a t  i n  t h e  d e a t h  of H o n .  Geo. H .  P u r d y ,  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  
lost  a wor th  yand influential  citizen, a n d  t h a t  w e  extend t o  h i s  rela­
t ives  a n d  f r i e n d s  o u r  s incere  s y m p a t h y ;  a n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved,  t h a t  t h i s  r e so lu t ion  of respec t  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  b e  p r i n t e d  
i n  t h e  journa l  of t h e  House a n d  t h a t  t h e  Chief Clerk b e  directed t o  
f o r w a r d  a n  engrossed  copy t o  t h e  f a m i l y  of t h e  deceased .  

GEO. FI. D U X KELBERG. 

J .  C .  GBASOX. 

B .  J .  HORCHEJI.  

Committee. 
Adopted  J a n u a r y  30, 1917 .  

HON. J O H N  rox. 

MB. SPEAKER—Your commi t t ee ,  appo in t ed  t o  p r e s e n t  r e so lu t i ons  
w i t h  r e spec t  t o  t h e  l i f e  a n d  serv ice  of J o h n  F o x ,  l a t e  of D a l l a s  coun ty ,  
I owa ,  begs  leave  t o  s u b m i t  t h e  fo l lowing :  

J o h n  F o x ,  l a t e  of Da l las  coun ty ,  Iowa,  w a s  b o r n  in  Y o r k s h i r e ,  E n g ­
l a n d ,  J a n u a r y  24 1841 .  H e  w a s  o n e  of t h a t  g r e a t  c o m p a n y  t h a t  
h a v e  come  t o  A m e r i c a  f r o m  t h e  old w o r l d  s e e k i n g  h e r e  t h e  oppor ­
t u n i t y  t h a t  is  t h e  crowning g i f t  of a democracy.  H e  g r e w  t o  y o u n g  
m a n h o o d  a m o n g  t h e  h i l l s  of Pennsy lavn ia .  I n  h i s  twen ty - f i r s t  y e a r ,  
w h e n  a b o u t  t o  e n t e r  u p o n  f u l l  Amer i can  c i t izenship ,  h e  g a v e  proof  

of h i s  apprec ia t ion  of t h e  l a n d  of h i s  a d o p t i o n  by  v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r  
i t s  defense .  H e  en l i s ted  a s  a m e m b e r  of C o m p a n y  G 2 0 t h  Ohio  V o l u n ­
t e e r s  i n  Sep tember  1861,  a n d  w a s  h o n o r a b l y  d i s cha rged  i n  1864 .  H e  
c a m e  t o  I o w a  i n  1869  a s  a p a r t  of t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  home- lov ing  a n d  
home-seek ing  m o v e m e n t  of t h e  fifties a n d  sixt ies.  H e  w a s  s e e k i n g  
a n d  f o u n d  a h o m e  u p o n  t h e  v i rg in  soil of Da l l a s  coun ty ,  w h e r e  h e  
l o n g  l ived,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  h i s  f u l l  s h a r e  i n  t h e  deve lopmen t  of t h e  
s t a t e .  H e  r ep resen ted  Da l l a s  coun ty  a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  H o u s e  of 
Representat ives i n  t h e  32nd ( regu la r  a n d  special sessions)  a n d  33rd 
general  assemblies, se rv ing  wi th  credit  upon m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  com­
mi t tees .  On a l l  m o r a l  ques t ions  especial ly  h e  w a s  a s t r o n g  c h a m p i o n  
of t h e  r i g h t .  H e  w a s  a f a i t h f u l  m e m b e r  of t h e  Me thod i s t  c h u r c h ,  a n  
ac t ive  w o r k e r  i n  t h e  G r a n d  A r m y  of t h e  Repub l i c  a n d  a p r o m i n e n t  




