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T e m p l e  o f  Clarke submi t t ed  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to d ra f t  resolutions of respect 
t o  the memory of Hon. Jacob Proudfoot, respectfully submit t he  following: 

WHEREAS, The HOD. Jacob Proudfoot, an honored member  of the  
House of the Sixteenth General Assembly, from Clarke county, has departed 
this life, full of years and the honors of a well-spent life; therefore be it 

Resolved, Tha t  while we sympathize with his bereaved family in t he  loss 
of the christian patriarch, whose love, counsel and  direction were ever 
toward the right;  with the state in the  loss of another of those sturdy, God­
fearing pioneers, who laid its foundations, deep and  strong; and  wi th  t h e  
«immuni ty  in which he lived with the loss of a man  whose hand was always 
ready to guide and assist in every good work, w e  yet rejoice in  the  fact  t h a t  
his life was spared beyond the span ordinarily allotted to man,  and tha t  his 
death, like his life, was ä benediction and inspiration to  all who believe in 
a n  immortality where the progress made in this life will be taken u p  and 
perfected. 

Resolved, That the life and character of the deceased were such as to 
command our esteem and love, his public services were such to state, 
county and community as to command the respect and gratitude of his 
fellow men, and that he left the world better for having lived in it. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be printed in the Journal of the House 
and that the Chief Clerk be directed to  transmit a copy of the same to the 
bereaved family. 

M .  L .  T E M P L E ,  

S .  T .  M E S K R V E Y ,  

J O S E P H  M A T T E S ,  

Committee. 

I n  submit t ing  th i s  report  Mr.  T e m p l e  s p o k e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

MR. SPEAKER—I move the adoption of the resolutions just read. 

As the representative of the  county which he  once represented, a n d  t h e  
successor of t he  deceased in this body, I cannot refra in  f rom saying a f e w  
words in this presence in testimony of the  many good qualities of hear t  a n d  
mind of the  Hon. Jacob Proudfoot.  

He was born October 29, 1823, in  Harrison county, then the  [s tate  of 
Virginia, now West Virginia. I n  the year 1855, he  bade adieu t o  t h e  s ta te  
of his nativity, and  took u p  his journey to  t he  then  new a n d  boundless 
west, traveling overland with his family by team f rom Virginia, arriving i n  
Warren county, Iowa, where he  made his home unti l  t he  9th of April ,  1856, 
a t  which t ime he  settled in t h e  little post village of Liberty, in  Clarke 
county, where he  lived unti l  his death, except a temporary residence of one  
year in lndianola, while his sons were attending college a t  t ha t  place. 

H e  was of sturdy Scotch ancestry, his grandfather  having come f r o m  
the Highlands of Scotland to  Américain  the dark days of the  Revolution, t o  
cast his fortunes with the  struggling colonists. 
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Mr. P roud foo t  w a s  a p ro found ly  rel igious m a n  f r o m  his you th  up-
h a v i n g  become a m e m b e r  of t h e  Methodis t  Episcopal  church  February  10, 
1839, a n d  w a s  cont inual ly  a class leader i n  t h e  chu rch  meet ings  of t h a t  
denomina t ion  f r o m  1854 unt i l  t h e  t i m e  of h i s  dea th .  

H e  w a s  i n  politics a n  earnest ,  consistent republ ican,  accepting t h e  t e n e t s  
of t h a t  pa r ty  t o  thei r  f u l l  a n d  logical ex ten t ,  yet ,  wi thal ,  a liberal a n d  char­
i t ab le  m a n ,  believing i n  t h e  broadest  l iberty of h u m a n  though t  a n d  act ion 
consis tent  w i th  good citizenship. H e  w a s  not  a polit ician in  t he  sense o f  
t h e  w o i d  t h a t  m i g h t  imply  t h a t  h e  w a s  a seeker a f t e r  p re fe rment  within 
t h e  par ty ,  b u t  w a s  cons tan t  i n  a t t endance  a t  t h e  township  caucus  a n d  t h e  
coun ty  convent ion ,  realizing t h a t  t h e  privileges of Amer i can  citizenship 
carry  w i th  t h e m  corresponding duties,  a n d  t h a t  n o  m a n  should complain of 
t h e  charac ter  of t h e  t icket  nomina ted  unless  h e  himself h a s  part icipated 
a m o n g  t h e  people i n  shaping t h e  nomina t ions  a n d  policies of his par ty .  

H e  he ld  t h e  office of member  of t h e  boa rd  of supervisors of C l a r k e  
county  f o r  severa l  t e rms ,  and  w a s  noted  f o r  his  b readth  of information,  hi» 
s ter l ing integri ty ,  his  wise economy, a n d  h is  b road  liberality, when l i b e r '  
a l i ty  w a s  required.  

A t  t he  genera l  election of 1875 h e  w a s  elected a s  representative f r o m  
Cla rke  county  t o  t h e  I o w a  house, a n d  t h u s  became a m e m b e r  of t he  Six­
t een th  Genera l  Assembly, 1 believe the  last  which  held i ts  meetings in t h e  
old s t a t e  house. His  career  in t he  genera l  assembly w a s  approved by  t h e  
people,  a n d  t h e  record  m a d e  by his votes a n d  commit tee  work  w a s  o n e  
eredi table  a n d  sat isfactory,  character ized by  a high o rder  of intel l igence 
a n d  s t r ic t  devotion t o  duty ,  t he  courage  of his  convictions appearing i a  
every  action.  

By a s ingular  complicat ion of political condi t ions h e  was  denied a 
renomina t ion  a n d  consequent  second t e r m .  B u t  so  s t rong  w a s  t h e  approval  
of t h e  people  of h is  candidacy t h a t  t h e  nominee  w h o  defea ted  h im i n  t h e  
convent ion w a s  overwhelmingly defea ted  a t  t h e  polls, no twi ths tanding  t h e  
earnes t  suppor t  g iven  h i m  by Mr. P roudfoo t .  

I n  h is  p r iva te  l i f e  he  w a s  k n o w n  t o  be  a m a n  of s t rong  convictions u p o n  
al l  g rea t  mora l  a n d  pol t ical  questions,  a n d  one  w h o  unhesi tat ingly g a v e  
voice t o  h is  convict ions whenever d u t y  requi red .  H e  never  compromised 
o r  fa l te red .  H e  w a s  insensible t o  t h a t  f e a r  which  m a k e s  men  dally a n d  
trifle u p o n  such  subjects ;  a f o e  t o  all t h a t  is  evil a n d  immora l ,  p rompt  a n d  
outspoken,  t each ing  by example  a s  well a s  precept ,  s t rong  i n  his  convic.  
t ions  u p o n  temperance ,  u p o n  religious subjects ,  a n d  u p o n  political issues, 
s o  t h a t  i t  is a h igh  t r i bu te  t o  his  wor th  a n d  charac ter  t h a t  i n  all his  l o n g  
l i f e  h e  never  m a d e  a n  enemy.  

F r o m  1856 t o  t h e  t ime of his  d e a t h  h e  l ived in t h e  l i t t le  post village of 
Liber ty ,  some  fifteen miles removed f r o m  t h e  coun ty  seat ,  a n d  f r o m  rail­
w a y  communicat ions,  i n  a quiet,  p r imi t ive  se t t lement .  B u t  h e  f o u n d  
a m p l e  oppor tun i ty  i n  th is  secluded c o r n e r  of t h e  wor ld  t o  d o  the  life-work 
of a Christ ian gen t leman.  

H e  never  acquired  a n y  g rea t  a m o u n t  of proper ty ,  because h e  w a s  n o t  
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ambitious. And, yet, he was a good, comfortable liver. H e  gave to  his 
family all the comforts of a pleasant American home, without ostentation, 
extravagance, or  parsimony. Dying at the age of 78 years, in his death he 
illustrated the sublime lesson of his life. 

His end was one of the most beautiful of any with which I have been 
acquainted in many years. I t  evokes from one the declaration, " L e t  m e  
die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like His." O n  the 
day that saw his passing away from time to eternity, he went to the  field in 
the morning, and performed a half-day's toil with the vigor of the  strong 
man. He  returned to his home for luncheon a little af ter  12 o'clock and  
remarked to his aged wife that  he believed he would rest that  afternoon. 
After luncheon he went down to the village postoffice, and received his 
mail, including the newspapers, of which he always was a liberal patron.  
He spent the summer afternoon sitting in the shade of the awning of the  
village grocery store, reading, from the papers to his friends and neighbors 
who surrounded him, and a t  nearly 6 o'clock of that  summer evening 
returned to his home, remarking, after supper, that  he felt a strange sensa­
tion, not of pain and sickness, but of something indescribable and  unusual .  
His  son and daughter-in-law came over to his residence in the later evening, 
and he retired to his bed about 9 o'clock, after having sat in the evening 
twilight and chatted pleasantly with his family. About 10 o'clock some of 
the family visited the bedroom of the venerable patriarch, and found  tha t  
the angel of death was bearing away his spirit to the other side of t he  d a r k  
river which divides time from eternity, his inanimate clay bearing upon its 
countenance a sweet smile, which beamed like a halo from tha t  rugged,  
honest face after death had done its last work. 

I t  was my privilege to attend the funeral, held at that  little country 
church, where all the neighbors from all the country round came to  bea r  its 
last sad tribute of respect to an honored and an upright man, whose life in  
the world had made the world brighter and purer. 

I never saw more unaffected and deeper grief than was depicted upon 
the faces^of those who had known him for nearly the last half century. 
There is little to be said of the life passed in the quiet, unambitious m a n n e r  
in which his life was passed. One of England's most loved poets has said 
more than I can say at this, or any other time: 

" Let not ambition mock their useful toil, 
Their homely joys and destiny obscure; 

Nor grandeur hear with a disdainful smile, 
The short and simple annals of the poor. 

" The boast of heraldy, the pomp of power, 
And all that beauty, all that  wealth e'er gave, 

Await alike the inevitable hour, 
The paths of glory led but to the grave. 

"Nor  you, ye proud, impute to  these the f au l t ,  
If memory o'er their tomb no trophies raise, 

Where through the long drawn aisle and fretted vault, 
T h e  pealing anthem swells the notes of praise. 
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" C a n  storied urn or animated bust,  
Back t o  its mansion call the fleeting breath; 

Can honor's voice provoke the silent dust,  
Or flattery soothe the  dull, cold ear of earth."  

'Tis not the  man  who most moves the  crowd with silver voice, nor he 
who stirs t he  passions of inen, who most impresses himself upon the life of 
the  world. The state or nation can be no  greater, a n d  no  better, than the  
average of the  individuals who compose it, and  be who lives to  bring tha t  
average u p  t o  t he  level of good, practical citizenship, and  the maintenance 
of a n  humble post in life with t ru th  and fidelity, does more for  state and 
nation, for  mankind and God, than they who strive fo r  goals t ha t  can never 
be  by human effort reached. 

With this little tr ibute to  this grand, strong, honorable, God-fearing 
man,  who was content well t o  fill a n  humble place i n  life's economy, Mr. 
Speaker, I t rust  t he  motion will prevail. 

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  w e r e  a d o p t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  b y  a r i s i n g  v o t e .  

S P E C I A L  O R D E R .  

T h e  H o u s e  h e r e  t o o k  u p  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  N o .  2, 
w h i c h  w a s  s e t  f o r  10:30, H o u s e  file N o .  110, a b i l l  f o r  a n  a c t  p r o ­
h i b i t i n g  a n y  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  f r o m  i ssu ing ,  g i v i n g  
o r  o f f e r i n g  t o  g i v e  a n y  f r e e  p a s s ,  t i c k e t ,  m i l e a g e  o r  f r a n k ,  o r  p e r ­
m i t t i n g  t h e  s a m e  t o  b e  u s e d  o n  o r  o v e r  i t s  l i n e s  b y  c e r t a i n  of f icers  
a n d  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  p r o h i b i t i n g  s u c h  o f f i ce r s  a n d  p e r s o n s  f r o m  
s o l i c i t i n g ,  r e c e i v i n g  o r  u s i n g  t h e  s a m e ,  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  p e n a l t i e s  
f o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  t h e r e o f .  

H u g h e s  of I o w a ,  s e c o n d e d  b y  L a r r a b e e  o f  F a y e t t e ,  m o v e d  
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e  a d o p t e d ,  a n d  d e m a n d e d  t h e  
ro l l  ca l l  o n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  

O n  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  S h a l l  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  b e  a d o p t e d ?  

T h e  y e a s  w e r e :  

M e s s r s .  A n d e r s o n ,  Ba i l ey ,  B a r k l e y ,  B l a c k ,  B l a k e m o r e ,  C a l d e r -
w o o d ,  C a m p b e l l ,  C a r d e n ,  C a r t e r ,  Casse l ,  C h r i s t i a n s o n ,  C l a r k e ,  

C o l c l o ,  C o w l e s ,  C u m m i n g s ,  D a v e n p o r t ,  D o d d s ,  D u n h a m ,  E d w a r d s ,  

E i k e r ,  E n g l i s h ,  F i e l d s ,  F u r r y ,  G i l ch r i s t ,  G r a f f ,  G r e e n e ,  H a s s e l -

q u i s t ,  H a w k ,  H e a d ,  H i l s i n g e r ,  H u g h e s ,  H u m ,  J o n e s ,  K e a g y ,  

K e n d a l l ,  K e r r ,  K l i n g ,  K o l t h o f f ,  K o o n t z ,  L a n g a n  öf C l i n t o n ,  
L a r r a b e e ,  L y m a n ,  M c C l u r k i n ,  M c N i e ,  M a t t e s ,  M e s e r v e y ,  N i c h o l s ,  
R o b i n s o n ,  S e c o r ,  S p r i n g e r ,  S t r a t t o n ,  S w e e l e y ,  T e a c h o u t ,  T e m p l e ,  
U t t e r b a c k ,  W a i d e n ,  W a r r e n ,  W h i t i n g ,  W i l s o n  of B u e n a  V i s t a ,  
W i l s o n  of W a s h i n g t o n ,  M r .  S p e a k e r — 6 1 .  


