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Iowa ,  a n d  t o  extend t o  h is  f a m i l y  s incere s y m p a t h y  i n  t h e i r  so r row a n d  
bereavement .  

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  a copy of these  resolut ions be  s p r e a d  
u p o n  t h e  J o u r n a l  of t h i s  House ,  a n d  t h a t  enrolled copies thereof  b e  
t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  member s  of h i s  f ami ly .  

MARION R .  MCCAULLEY, 

REYBURN L .  RUTLEDGE, 

J .  A .  KING, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

H O N .  J O H N  F R E D E R I C K  P O T T E R  

MR. SPEAKER: Y o u r  committee appointed t o  p r e p a r e  sui table  resolu­
t ions  commemorat ing  t h e  l i f e  a n d  service of t h e  Honorable  J o h n  F r e d ­
er ick P o t t e r ,  l a t e  of Cherokee county,  beg  leave t o  s u b m i t  t h e  fol lowing 
memor ia l :  

J o h n  Freder i ck  P o t t e r  w a s  bo rn  F e b r u a r y  27, 1834, i n  Br idgewate r ,  
Windsor  county,  Vermont ,  a son of J o h n  Po t t e r ,  who  served in  t h e  W a r  
of 1812, a n d  Polly Wheeler ,  bo th  of Scotch ances t ry .  W h e n  nine y e a r s  old 
h e  moved wi th  h is  p a r e n t s  t o  R u t l a n d  county,  Vermont ,  where  h e  lived 
un t i l  h e  came  t o  Clayton county,  Iowa,  i n  1856. 

M r .  P o t t e r  f l o w e d  Ruf 'us  Richardson t o  Iowa  a n d  assis ted h im in  
developing h i s  f a r m ,  which  w a s  located southwes t  of McGregor ,  a n d  i n  
1860 h e  purchased  l and  n e a r b y  a n d  i n  1862, November  27, m a r r i e d  M a r y  
A .  Bailey, who h a d  come w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s  f r o m  Connecticut  in  1859 a n d  
lived on a ne ighbor ing  f a r m .  

I n  1868, M r .  P o t t e r  looked over  a l a r g e  p a r t  of no r thwes t e rn  Iowa,  a n d  
decided t o  locate in Cherokee county.  Consequently i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1869 
h e  sold h is  Clayton county  land a n d  w i t h  h is  w i f e ,  h is  f a the r - in - law a n d  
several  ne ighbor ing  men  h e  came  b y  covered wagon  a n d  o x  t e a m  t o  Silver  
township,  Cherokee county ,  w h e r e  h e  purchased  Iowa  college l and  a n d  
established a home t h a t  w a s  known f a r  a n d  wide f o r  i t s  generous  hos­
p i ta l i ty .  

Al though t h e y  h a d  n o  chi ldren of t h e i r  own, t h e y  w e r e  t h e  f r i e n d s  of 
you th  everywhere  a n d  w e r e  Uncle  J o h n  a n d  A u n t  M a r y  t o  a n  ever-
widening  g roup ,  a n d  m a n y  w e r e  t h e  picnics a n d  g a l a  t i m e s  enjoyed in  t h e  
P o t t e r  g r o v e  a n d  o rchard ,  al l  p l an ted  w i t h  t h e i r  own  h a n d s .  

M r .  P o t t e r ' s  political opinions w e r e  expressed b y  t h e  Democrat ic  p a r t y ,  
vo t ing  f o r  Buchanan  in  1856. H e  served a s  Represen ta t ive  f r o m  Chero­
k e e  county in  t h e  Twen ty - th i rd  General  Assembly.  

I n  1900 M r .  a n d  M r s .  P o t t e r  r e t i r ed  f r o m  t h e  f a r m  a n d  moved t o  Chero­
kee  w h e r e  h e  continued t o  en joy  l i f e  a n d  v is i t ing  w i t h  h i s  m a n y  f r i e n d s  
un t i l  h i s  death ,  which occurred A p r i l  15, 1927, a t  t h e  advanced a g e  of 
93. F u n e r a l  services w e r e  conducted b y  t h e  Masons,  of which  f r a t e r n i t y  
h e  w a s  a n  a r d e n t  member .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved, T h a t  t h e  House  of Representa t ives  of t h e  
s t a t e  of I owa  t a k e  t h i s  occasion t o  express  i t s  apprec ia t ion  of t h e  c h a r ­
a c t e r  a n d  services of t h i s  va luab le  citizen, a n d  
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Be It Further Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be printed in  
the Journal of the House and tha t  the Chief Clerk b e  directed t o  fo rward  
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased in care of Mr. N .  L. Stiles 
a t  Cherokee, Iowa. 

C .  C .  R .  B U S H ,  

WILBER F .  HUBBARD, 

G .  W .  S M I T H ,  

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

HON. LEVI  FRANKLIN POTTER 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee which was appointed to prepare  reso­
lutions commemorating the life, character and services of t h e  late L .  F .  
Potter of Shelby county, beg leave to submit the following: 

Levi Franklin Potter was born a t  Wawatosa, Wisconsin, March 27, 
1855, and died a t  his home in Harlan, Iowa, April 8, 1928. 

Mr. Potter was educated in the schools and colleges of his native state 
and in 1876 made a t r ip  to Pottawattamie county of this s tate  where he 
received his first impressions of the possibilities of western Iowa. 

He located a t  Oakland, Iowa, and represented Pottawattamie county 
in the Twenty-sixth and Twenty-seventh General Assemblies of t he  state  
legislature and in t he  special session in 1897, which met to  completely 
codify the laws of the s tate;  and was also chairman of t he  ways  and 
means committee. Mr. Potter 's activities since he came to  his adopted 
state have been many and varied. 

If any particular line of endeavor should be used to  classify his activi­
ties, it  would be tha t  of banking, and many people owe their s t a r t  in life 
to his wise counsel, his financial aid and his foresight in af fa i rs  of 
finances. 

He was elected to the presidency of the State Bankers Association in 
1903, and served creditably to  himself and the association. 

He  was a member of the Congregational church, and i t  can be t ru ly  
said tha t  the church is richer, not only in a material sense, b u t  f r o m  t h a t  
of brotherly love. He  was also a member of the  Ancient F r e e  and 
Accepted Masons, and passed in tha t  organization into t he  Knight  Tem­
plar and Shrine degrees. 

There a r e  lef t  to mourn his loss his wife, Mrs. Stella Grace Potter ,  and 
his son. 

Due to his business acumen his holdings in land r a n  into the hundreds 
of acres. 

His work is done. I t  is recorded today in the history, in  the  statutes,  
and in the affections of the  people of the state in which h e  lived and died, 
and which he loved so well. He was one of the last  of t he  old oaks, sturdy, 
steadfast and t rue  to all in which he believed and held convictions. 

He  has finished his course and he has kept the  fa i th  as  he conceived 
tha t  fai th.  

The last  chapter of his life has  been written, and the book is closed. 
I t  can be t ruthful ly said of him, "Well done." 




