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I I O Í Í .  C O R N E L I U S  C .  P L A T T E R .  

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to  d r a f t  resolutions com­
memorating the  life, character and public service of the  Hon. Cornelius 
C. Platter, of Montgomery county, member of t he  House i n  the  fifteenth 
and nineteenth general assemblies, beg leave to report  the  following 
ing memorial :  

Cornelius C. P la t t e r  was born  in  Chillicothe, Ohio, April 22, 1839, 
a n d  died a t  Red Oak, Iowa, December 30, 1909. H e  spen t  h i s  boy­
hood days on a f a r m  and at tended school in t h e  "old log  school 
house ,"  la ter  a t tending t h e  South Salem Academy, a n d  g r a d u a t i n g  
f r o m  t h e  Miama University a t  Oxford, Ohio, in  1860, receiving t h e  
classical honors in a class number ing  twenty-six. I n  Augus t  1861 h e  
enlisted in Company I ,  81st  Ohio regiment,  and soon a f t e r  h i s  e n ­
l is tment  h e  was appointed quar termaster  sergeant  of t h e  reg iment ,  
i n  which capacity h e  served one year  when  h e  w a s  given a second 
lieutenancy and  assigned t o  Company D. By m e r i t  and  service h e  
was  frequent ly  promoted t o  first l ieutenant ,  t hen  a d j u t a n t  of h i s  regi­
men t  and soon a f t e r  t h a t  h e  was  commissioned captain and appointed 
a d j u t a n t  of h i s  brigade, n e a r  t h e  close of t h e  w a r  h e  was  detai led 
assistant a d j u t a n t  general  on  t h e  staff of general  J o h n  .A. JLo^an, 
commanding t h e  15th a r m y  corps, and served in  t h a t  capacity u n t i l  
t he  close of t h e  war .  H e  was  in many batt les,  a n d  was  one of those  
who with the  illustrious Sherman a t  t he  head ,  m a d e  t h e  f amous  m a r c h  
t o  t h e  sea. Af t e r  being mustered  out  of t h e  a rmy,  Mr. P l a t t e r  lo­
cated in Fores t  City, Mo., a n d  engaged in  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  lumber  
business, b u t  in t h e  spr ing of 1870 h e  moved t o  Red  Oak, Montgomery 
county, Iowa, and located upon a f a r m  "where h e  resided f o r  twenty-
five years. 

Mr. Pla ter  was  marr ied  in  1866 t o  Lizzie F .  I rwin  a t  Oxford,  Ohio, 
Mrs. P la t te r  departed th i s  l i fe  b u t  a few months  before  h e r  hus ­
band.  

Mr. Platter took an active par t  in public affairs. H e  represented 
Montgomery county in  t h e  fifteenth general  assembly a n d  again  in 
t h e  nineteenth general  assembly. H e  w a s  postmaster  of Red  Oak  
fo r  10 years.  Was  first appointed J a n u a r y  8, 1900, by Pres ident  -Mc­
Kinley, and  a t  t he  expiration of t h a t  f o u r  year  appointment ,  Pres i ­
d e n t  Roosevelt in 1904 appointed h im t o  succeed himself and  again  
in 1908. During h is  tenure ,  which was  t h e  longest  since i t  became  
a presidential office, t h e  Red Oak post office increased in business  
f r o m  $11,307.00 in 1900, t o  $37,439.00 f o r  t h e  year  ending J u n e  
1, 1909. 

To be universally spoken of as  a good m a n  is a s  h i g h  a t r i bu t e  
as  can be  paid t o  any one. This  was t h e  common expression w i t h  
reference to  Mr. P la t t e r  f r o m  all  who k n e w  t h e  m a n  o r  came wi th in  
t h e  sphere of h i s  influence. H e  was  indeed a good m a n ;  n o t  negat ive­
ly  or positively, b u t  actively, constantly,  efficiently, and  persis tent ly 
good. Goodness comprehends a l l  t h e  virtues-charity,  benevolence, 
forbearance, loyalty, love, purity, service, sympathy, toleration and 



2238 JOURNAL OF T H E  HOUSE. 

unselfish devotion t o  o u r  h ighe r  ideals.  I t  is reflected in  h u m a n  
conduct  and  m a k e s  t h e  r e a l  character is t ics  of t h e  m a n .  Fo r  th i s  
reason charac ter  is h igher  t h a n  intel lect  and  r i g h t  l iving bet ter  t h a n  
h igh  th ink ing .  T h o u g h t  is a m e r e  func t ion  of t h e  b ra in ,  while con­
d u c t  is  t h e  expression of t h e  soul. 

Mr. P l a t t e r  was  p u r e  in  thought ,  in  act ion t rue ,  and  in purpose 
f a i t h fu l .  H e  was a lways act ive and  h e l p f u l  in h i s  civic and social 
relat ions.  H e  loved h i s  fel lowmen,  h i s  community,  h i s  s t a te  and  h i s  
nat ion,  and  offered t o  each t h e  fu l l e s t  measu re  of devotion. Right­
eousness and  t r u t h  is  w h a t  h e  sought ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  policy or expedi­
ency. I n  every good cause h e  was  a wil l ing worker ,  and to  every 
effort  f o r  t h e  be t t e rmen t  of h i s  communi ty  o r  s t a t e  h e  lent  a help­
f u l  h a n d .  

Looking back  over h i s  l i fe  i t  seems t h a t  loyalty w a s  his  g rea t  pas­
s ion—loyal ty t o  f r i ends ,  loyalty t o  city, loyalty t o  s t a t e  and loyalty 
t o  nat ion.  T o  these  h e  gave wi thou t  s t in t .  All of t h e m  h e  served, 
a n d  w h e n  i t  came  t o  t h e  supremest  t e s t — t h a t  of offering his l i fe  f o r  
t h e  preservat ion of t h e  Union, h e  did n o t  fa l t e r .  H e  knew of t h e  
sacrifices t h a t  were  m a d e  t o  preserve a n d  pe rpe tua t e  t h e  nation, and  
every m a n  w h o  enlisted wi th  h i m  i n  t h i s  cause was  h i s  comrade and  
brother .  

When  l i fe ' s  t h r ead  w a s  a lmost  broken,  a n d  while  l is tening to  t h e  
waves a s  t hey  b roke  upon  t h e  o ther  shore,  h i s  t hough t s  turned  t o  
these  g ray  ha i red  comrades h e  was  leaving behind,  a n d  as  h e  dreamed, 
t h e  f e r r y m a n  took  h i m  over t h e  River Styx t o  jo in  h i s  bre thren  who 
h a d  gone before .  

On New Year ' s  day  1910, h e  was  laid a t  res t  i n  t h e  Evergreen 
cemetery,  w h e r e  t h e  G. A.  R .  Post ,  of which t h e  deceased w a s  a mem­
ber ,  conducted t h e  impressive r i tual is t ic  services over t he  remains  
of the i r  dead comrade .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved, Tha t  a copy of th i s  resolution be spread 
upon the  journal  of the House, and tha t  the  Chief Clerk transmit  an  
engrossed copy thereof t o  t h e  fami ly  of t h e  deceased. 

E .  A .  L A I I S O N .  

L .  E .  I S T A X L E Y .  

D o r o T . A S  R O C R R S .  

Committee. 
Adopted March 23, 1917. 

A A R O N  B .  H O L B E R T .  

Mr. Speaker—Your  commit tee  appointed t o  p repare  resolutions 
commemora t ing  t h e  l i f e  a n d  w o r k  of t h e  Hon .  A. B. Holbert ,  l a t e  
of Delaware county, Iowa,  beg leave t o  r epor t  t h e  following mem­
or i a l  : 

Aaron  B. Holber t  w a s  b o r n  in  Luzerne  county Pennsylvania,  Sep­
t e m b e r  29, 1853, a n d  died i n  Chicago, Illinois, December 6, 1916. 




