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S e n a t e  C h a m b e k ,

I ) i : s  M o i n e s , I o w a , A p r i l  1 0 , 1 9 1 3 .

Senate met pursuant to adjournment a t 7 :30 p. m., President 
Harding presiding.

R E P O R T S  OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES.

Senator Smith, from a special committee, submitted the fol­
lowing report and moved its adoption:

JU L IA N  P H E L P S .

M r .  P r e s i d e n t —Your committee appointed to  d ra f t  resolutions com­
mem orat ive  of the life, chapacter and services of ex-Senator Ju l ian  
Phelps, beg leave to subm it the following repor t:

J u l i a n  P h e lp s  w as bo rn  in  C h it ten d en  County , V erm ont,  April 4, 
1 838, and  w as a son of Wm. E. and  A rsu la  P he lps ,  b o th  being  natives 
o f  th e  G reen M o u n ta in  s ta te  an d  d e scen dan ts  of fam il ies  who h ad  lived 
in t h a t  section  since colonial times.

H e  grew  to  m a n h o o d  in his na t iv e  s ta te  and  w as  th e r e  educated . 
In  1 860 he e n te r e d  th e  S ta te  U n ivers i ty  of V e rm on t .  In  th e  spring  
o f  1864, be ing  th en  in  his sen io r  year,  he  en l is ted  in  th e  11th  V erm ont 
In fa n t ry .  T he  cus tom  of the  un iv e rs i ty ,  as  m a n y  o th e r  educa t iona l 
in s t i tu t io n s ,  p e rm it te d  th e i r  sen io r  s tu d e n ts  to  e n te r  th e  w a r  and 
g r a d u a t e  w i th  th e i r  class. P r io r  to  th e  college c o m m encem en t  Mr. 
P h e lp s  was w o u n d ed  in  th e  b a t t le  of Cold H a rb o r  and  w as sen t  to  th e  
ho sp i ta l .  H e  h ad  suffic iently  recovered  in J u n e  to  r e tu r n  to  college 
a n d  w as  p re s e n t  a t  th e  g rad u a t io n  and  de live red  h is  o ra t io n  in a  sol­
d ie r’s uniform , being supported by a cane. After g rad ua t ing  he re ­
tu r n e d  to  th e  w a r  and  se rved  to  its close. H e  w as in  th e  b a t t le s  of 
Cold H a rb o r ,  Spo ttsy lvan ia ,  P e te r s b u rg  an d  m a n y  o th e r  b a t t le s  u nd er  
G ran t .  In  1865 h e  e n te red  Albany, New Y ork ,  Law  School, receiving 
h is  degree from th a t  in s ti tu t ion  in 1867. In  the fall of th a t  year he 
cam e  to  Lewis, Iowa, th e n  th e  coun ty  se a t  of Cass County, and  th e re  
fo rm e d  a  p a r tn e r s h ip  for th e  p rac t ice  of law  w ith  th e  la te  Ju d g e  
H e n ry  T em p le  u n d e r  th e  f i rm  na m e  of T em ple  & P he lps .  L a te r  F r a n k  
O. Temple, a  son of the senior member, was taken  into the business 
a n d  th e  n a m e  of th e  f i rm  w as Tem ple , P h e lp s  & Tem ple . T h is  p a r t ­
n e r s h ip  la s ted  u n t i l  a f te r  th e  d ea th  of J u d g e  T em ple ,  and  th e re a f te r  
th e  n a m e  of th e  f i rm  was P h e lp s  & T em ple  u n t i l  th e  d ea th  of the



JOURNAL OP THE SENATE. 2565

ju n io r member. W hen the  county seat was moved to A tlan tic  Mr. 
P helps moved to th a t  tow n and there  continued  in the  p rac tice of 
law. In 1893 he was elected to the  S tate S enate from  th e  Cass-Shelby 
d is tric t and served his s ta te  as Senator in  th e  T w enty-fifth , Tw enty- 
sixth and Twenty-sixth E x tra  General Assemblies. In  1897 a t the close 
of h is S enatorial te rm  P resid en t McKinley appoin ted  h im  consul to 
Crefeld, Germany, which position was ably filled by him  for four years. 
Some tim e after his re tu rn  from abroad he located a t  Hollywood, Cali­
fornia, w here he continued to live un til his death , F eb ru ary  25, 1913.

In 1869 he was m arried  to Miss M ary A. Case, who died th e  follow­
ing year, leaving an in fan t son, who soon follow ed h er to  th e  be­
yond. Some years a f te r  he was m arried  to P ercis M. Case, a  s is te r  
of his f irs t wife. H is wife and two children , Mrs. A nna Tem ple and 
W ill P. Phelps, are  le ft surviving him  to m ourn  his loss.

The hom e of Mr. and Mrs. P helps— The Oakes— w as s itu a te d  in a 
n a tu ra l grove and adjoined the  city of A tlan tic . The door of th e ir  
home was ever open to friends and neighbors, who recall th e ir  hospi­
ta lity  and kindness w ith  p leasan t m em ories.

Be it Resolved, T hat the private and public life of Ju lian  Phelps was 
an open book and bears testim ony to a fine, patriotic, noble and con­
scientious life, whose every act was' for the uplift and betterm ent of hu­
manity.

T hat as senato r and consul he gave to the  s ta te  and na tio n  con­
scientious and fa ith fu l service.

T hat th is m em orial be en tered  upon the Senate Jo u rn a l and an  en­
grossed copy thereof, duly au then tica ted , be sen t to the  widow of the 
deceased.

T n o s .  H .  S m i t h ,
C l e m  F .  K i m b a l l ,
J o h n  L. W i l s o n ,

Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Smith, in moving the adoption o f the report, spoke 
as follows:

M b . P r e s id e n t —In moving the adoption of these resolutions, or sen ti­
ments, I wish to say th a t to fully appreciate the life and character of this 
man you should have known him in his private life and in h is home. His 
personality and natu re  were such th a t he would not a ttrac t special a tten ­
tion in  the s ta te  or receive perhaps g rea t notice th ro u g h o u t th e  coun­
try, but to those who knew him  intim ately, who came in contact w ith him 
in his every day life and especially in his home, all speak of the strong 
character and hospitality  of th is man. It has been said th a t m an is more 
than a dual existence. He is w hat the public knows him  to be, w hat his 
neighbors know him to be, w hat his wife and family know him  to be, and


