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In the Twenty-fifth General Assembly, he was chairm an of the com m ittee 
on Schools, and was also on the committees of W ays and Means, Ju 
diciary, Railways, and Corporations. In  the Twenty-sixth, he was on 
Judiciary, Hanks, and others, and was chairm an of the com m ittee on Code 
revision. In  the year 1904, he was delegate to the national convention 
tha t nom inated Theodore Roosevelt for the presidency. H is practice took 
up his tim e in  la te r years, un til he came to be looked upon as one of the 
leading lawyers in southeastern Iowa. When he entered the Senate, he 
was the youngest person in its  membership, bu t throughout he was an 
influential one.

During the session of 1897, a t which the Code was enacted, he was on 
ten conference committees.

F .  W. E v e r s m e y e r ,

F. G. H e n i g b a u m ,

G. E. H i l s i n g e r ,

Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Senator Eversmeyer in moving the adoption of the resolutions 
spoke as follows:

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —It was not my privilege to become acquainted w ith  ex- 
Senator Carpenter un til a  few years before h is  death. Mr. Carpenter 
was a native son of Iowa. He was born and reared  in  Louisa County, 
and there the active years of his life were spent. The m ost of h is friends 
and neighbors and in  fact throughout the Tw enty-fourth S enatorial Dis
tric t, most of those who knew him  called him  Albert. He was recognized 
as an upright C hristian and an honest gentlem an, a good neighbor, a  good 
citizen and a good friend. He was recognized as a  good lawyer, not only 
in  his own community, but throughout the sta te  a t large. He was a  
power in  politics. H is counsel was asked for and his advice was gladly 
given. He was a friend of the poor and .th e  distressed and in  h is  well
doing his r igh t hand never knew w hat his left hand  did. He was honored, 
not only by being elected to local offices, bu t the citizens of h is  com
m unity sent him  to represent the ir in terests in  the Senate of the  Iowa 
Legislature.

The only apology th a t I have to offer for the feeble m em orial th a t I 
have presented is this, th a t my lack of acquaintance only perm itted  me 
to  present w hat I had, and I ask the adoption of the memorial.

Senator Farr from a special committee submitted the following 
report and moved its adoption:

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Your com mittee appointed to  d ra ft resolutions com
memorative of the life, character and services of George D. P erk ins beg 
to submit the following report:

GEORGE DOUGLAS PERKINS.

Was born a t Holly, Orleans County, New York, F ebruary  29, 1840. He 
died a t Sioux City, Iowa, February  3, 1914. The fam ily removed to 
Ind iana and la te r to Baraboo, Wisconsin, where h is  fa th e r died in  1852.



2008 JOURNAL OP TH E SENATE.

H ere George D. Perkins passed his boyhood, worked on a farm  and in  his 
b ro ther’s p rin ting  office, and acquired a fair English education. By appli
cation and the employment of his leisure hours he added a knowledge of 
the principal branches taugh t in  colleges and academies of those days. 
English litera tu re  and a practice of English idiom received his attention.

He was m arried  to Louise E. Ju lian  in  1869, and to them  were born 
five children, all living a t the  tim e of his death. H is wife survived him 
only a few months. She died in August following his death. During the 
last years of her life she was afflicted w ith almost total blindness, and it 
was one of her greatest comforts th a t each day he read to her from the 
newspaper of which for more than  forty years he had been editor and 
alm ost sole owner and manager.

A t the age of tw enty years he removed to Cedar Palls, Iowa, where 
w ith  his brother, he published the Cedar Palls Gazette. He enlisted in 
Company B, 31st Iowa Infantry , August 12, 1862, but in January , 1863, he 
was discharged on account of almost fatal illness. He returned  to Cedar 
F alls and continued the publication of the Gazette un til 1866. He went 
from  there to Chicago, and while there acted as agent of the Northwestern 
Associated P ress which served the daily papers in  Illinois, Iowa and 
Nebraska. In  1869 upon the advice of L. D. Ingersoll, pioneer editor of 
the M uscatine Journal, he removed to Sioux City and bought the Sioux 
City Journal. H is brother associated him self w ith him  in April, 1870, 
and they began the publication of a daily. Mr. P erkins continued to be 
ed ito r of the Sioux City Journal from th a t day un til his death. He a t
tained high ran k  among leading journalists of the day. H is editorials 
were m arked by candor and clearness. As an editor, he insisted upon a 
veracious presentation of the news, and rarely  allowed his opinions to 
become in any way associated w ith m atters of news. He was not only a 
g reat editor, but a public spirited citizen.

He was sta te  senator in the F ifteenth  and Sixteenth General Assem
blies, then com prising the counties of H arrison, Monona, Crawford, Shelby, 
Ida, Woodbury, Plymouth, Cherokee, O’Brien, Sioux and the unorganized 
counties of Lyon and Osceola.

He was Commissioner of Im m igration of Iowa from May, 1880, to 1882. 
He was M arshal for the N orthern D istrict of Iowa from 1882 to 1885. 
He was elected to the 52d Congress and re-elected three times, his term  
of office being from  1891 to 1899. He was delegate a t large from  Iowa to 
the  Republican Conventions in 1876, 1880, 1886 and 1908.

Mr. Perkins was a pioneer. A t the tim e he was a member of the 
Senate, northw estern Iowa was little  more than  a great stretch  of prairie; 
the Dakotas were practically w ithout population, and as each settler came 
into the new territory , he was influenced and to a  great extent guided 
and directed by the paper which Mr. Perkins edited, and for more than 
forty  years, each day his influence went out into th a t te rrito ry  which he 
saw change from raw  prairie  to thickly populated communities. No one 
can m easure his influence over northw estern Iowa, the Dakotas and 
Nebraska, but a man of his steadfastness and uprightness of character 
m ust of necessity have im parted to th a t te rrito ry  the most wholesome 
effects. I t  has been said of him  th a t “penetration, strong mindedness,
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intensity, application, honesty, fidelity, courage, judgm ent and fo rtitude 
stand out most prom inently in  his career.” Such qualities, when im 
pressed upon the public mind by daily contact of the paper which he so 
ably edited, could not bu t work out for the best influence th a t any m an 
could exert upon so m any m inds in so great a te rrito ry , the early  se tting  
of which was to have so g reat an influence upon its  future.

There was a  bond of union and love between George D. P erk ins and 
his employees th a t cannot be appreciated by the  public a t large. I t  was 
only necessary for one to enter his g reat newspaper establishm ent, to 
realize the love and veneration in  which he was held by his co-workers, 
and w ith George D. Perk ins th a t included the hum blest laborer as well 
as the heads of departm ents. He had him self come up through all the 
grades of hard labor, and had a heart tuned to the appreciation of the 
worth and dignity of honest labor.

Resolved, T hat in  his death, not only the S tate of Iowa, but the adjoin
ing states lost a  worthy and uprigh t citizen, an  honest and fearless ad
vocate of those th ings which stand out m ost prom inently  in  the building 
up of a strong nation ; h is city one of its m ost en terp rising  and steadfast 
characters, and his profession one whose example will long be insp iring  
and helpful in every field of journalism , and we hereby extend to the 
bereaved family and friends our sincere sym pathy; and be it  fu rth e r

Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be prin ted  in  the Journal 
of the Senate, and th a t the Secretary of the Senate be directed to forw ard 
an  engrossed copy to the fam ily of the deceased.

E .  F .  F a r e ,
C l e m  F .  K i m b a l l ,
C. H. T h o m a s ,

Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Farr in moving the adoption of the resolutions spoke 
as follows:

M r . P r e s id e n t —In the adoption of these resolutions I feel inadequate 
to rise to the occasion which th is affords. There are so m any th ings 
which m ight be said concerning a m an of h is ability, concerning a m an 
who saw so much, who did so much and felt so much, th a t I say th a t I 
feel myself incapable of expressing w hat ought to be expressed.

I knew him  for 25 years, not intim ately in the earlier years, bu t la te r 
well enough so th a t during the last few years of h is life I used to go 
to h is office and discuss m atte rs of public in terest. He was a congenial 
m an when you became acquainted w ith him, but h is life had been such 
th a t few indeed came to know him, a t least in the earlier years of 
his life.

B ut he was a m an w ith a vision. I wish you m ight see w hat he saw. 
He probably stood on one of those bluffs which faced tow ard the west, 
the grave of Sergeant Floyd on his left and th a t of W ar Eagle, not yet 
grown green, on h is right, and in  the valley below Council Oak w ith its  
spreading branches possibly sheltering  a gathering of Ind ians who m et


