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to  see t he  west.  A f t e r  invest igat ing t he  advantages  a n d  resources of 
nor thwest  Iowa, h e  bought  a section of government  land i n  Cherokee 
county, paying  two dollars and  fifty cents p e r  acre.  Th i s  is  still owned 
by t h e  fami ly  a n d  is  located n e a r  Aurelia.  

A t  t h a t  t ime  Cherokee county w a s  a f r on t i e r  dis tr ict ,  with miles of 
unbroken p ra i r i e  a n d  t h e  neares t  m a r k e t  a t  Denison sixty miles t o  t he  
south. T h e  next  year ,  1869, brought  t h e  ra i l road a n d  many  settlers.  
The  township w a s  organized and  named Pi tcher  in  honor  of one of t h e  
first settlers.  

Mr .  Pi tcher  re tu rned  t o  Boston f o r  several years ,  b u t  finally came t o  
Iowa t o  establish h i s  home. Throughout  t he  succeeding yea r s  he carr ied 
f o r w a r d  t h e  work of improving and developing h i s  proper ty ,  adding t o  
h i s  holdings unt i l  h e  owned 720 acres,  also a f a r m  of 200 acres i n  
Minnesota. 

Mr .  Pi tcher  w a s  uni ted in  mar r i age  t o  Elizabeth Hersey  of Bangor,  
Maine, i n  1877. They  were  t h e  pa ren t s  of f o u r  children, th ree  of whom 
a r e  living a t  Aurelia.  

Politically h e  w a s  a Republican and  served a s  supervisor,  a s  a member 
of t h e  school board,  and  held a sea t  in  the  s ta te  legislature a t  Des Moines 
in  1881, besides giving active cooperation t o  m a n y  movements f o r  t he  
public good. Living in  P i tcher  township f o r  for ty-n ine  yea r s  he w a s  
respected and  honored by a n  extensive circle of f r i ends .  Through years  
of declining health h i s  interest  i n  his  home and  community, i t s  churches 
and  schools never  lessened. His  g rea tes t  contribution t o  l i fe  w a s  his  
courage, never allowing discouragement to  find lodgement within himself 
and sustaining m a n y  others  th rough  t r y ing  hours.  H e  died Apri l  11, 
1927, a t  t he  age  of eighty-eight years .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved, T h a t  t h e  House of Representatives of t h e  
s ta te  of Iowa takes  t h i s  occasion to  express i t s  appreciation of t h e  char ­
acter  and  services of t h i s  valuable citizen, and,  

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  a copy of these resolutions be pr inted in  
t h e  Jou rna l  of t he  House, and  t h a t  t he  Chief Clerk be directed t o  fo rward  
a n  enrolled copy t o  t h e  fami ly  of t h e  deceased i n  c a r e  of Miss Bess 
Pitcher,  a t  Aurelia,  Iowa.  

C .  C .  R .  B U S H ,  

G .  L .  VENARD,  

J .  P A R K  B A I R ,  

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

HON.  T H O M A S  P A R S O N S  

MR. SPEAKER: We, your  committee, appointed to  d r a f t  suitable reso­
lutions concerning t h e  l i f e  and  public services of Honorable Thomas P a r ­
sons, member of t he  Thirty-eighth,  Thir ty-ninth,  For t i e th  and  For t ie th  
e x t r a  General Assemblies, beg leave t o  submit  t h e  fol lowing:  

On Sunday,  Apr i l  1, 1928, occurred t h e  death  of Thomas  Parsons,  pio­
neer  res ident  of Calhoun county Iowa, a t  Sa in t  Joseph 's  Mercy Hospital ,  
F o r t  Dodge, a f t e r  a n  illness of about seven months.  
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H e  w a s  born F e b r u a r y  12, 1855, a t  Rigate,  Su r rey ,  England ,  a son of 
Hen ry  and  H a n n a  Parsons,  a n d  w a s  t h e  second child in  a f ami ly  of t e n  
children. I n  t he  yea r  1867 t h e  f ami ly  came to  t h e  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  m a k i n g  
t h e i r  home in  Chicago, Illinois. I n  1868 they removed t o  Lee  county,  
Illinois, where th i s  pioneer f ami ly  laid ou t  the i r  home on a t r a c t  of uncul­
t ivated land.  Thomas Pa r sons  at tended t h e  dis t r ic t  schools i n  Lee county  
and  f u r t h e r  continued h i s  education i n  Dixon. 

M r .  Parsons  came t o  Iowa in  1878 wi th  a brother ,  H e n r y  Pa r sons ,  now 
a member of t he  board of supervisors of Calhoun county,  Iowa.  These  
bro thers  purchased adjoining f a r m s  in  Calhoun county.  A f t e r  h e  h a d  
established his  home in  t h a t  county, h e  engaged himself in  teaching school. 
L a t e r  h e  purchased a n  eighty-acre t r a c t  of land t o  which h e  added f r o m  
t ime  to  t ime unt i l  h e  became a n  extensive, prosperous  and  weal thy  l and  
owner.  H e  w a s  interested in  br inging his  e s t a t e  t o  a h igh  p lane  of  
cultivation and w a s  both a g r a i n  and  stock ra i se r .  H e  w a s  t r u l y  one of 
t h e  successful pioneer f a r m e r s  of t h i s  s ta te .  

I n  1899 he ret i red f r o m  h i s  f a r m  and  took u p  h i s  place of residence i n  
Farnhamvil le ,  Iowa. This  place w a s  h i s  residence unt i l  h i s  dea th .  

I n  1879 he w a s  marr ied  to  Miss M a r y  Clut ter ,  who  predeceased h i m  i n  
1900. To th i s  union were  born  f o u r  children, n a m e l y :  A l f r e d  H . ,  J o h n  
L., F lo ra  E.,  and  a deceased daughter ,  Ber tha  M.  H e  w a s  a member  of 
t h e  Congregational church,  and  t h e  Knights  of P y t h i a s  lodge. 

Dur ing  his  l i fet ime he served th i s  s t a te  a s  a member  of t h e  board  of 
supervisors of Calhoun county, m a y o r  of t he  town of Farnhamvi l le ,  a n d  
a member of t h e  General Assembly. 

Linked with t h e  progress  of t h i s  s t a te  is  indelibly inscribed t h e  n a m e  of 
Thomas  Parsons,  who w a s  a t r u e  builder in every sense of t h e  word .  H e  
w a s  a n  able exponent of t h e  thought  of our  s t a t e  which g a v e  t o  u s  t h e  
establishment of t h e  secondary road system of Iowa,  a n d  n o  one h a d  a 
bet te r  unders tanding of ou r  dra inage  laws t h a n  he.  

There  a r e  f e w  men in  Iowa who served i n  t h e  legis la ture  who  w e r e  
more  usefu l  t o  the i r  constituency, and  par t i cu la r ly  t o  t h e  ag r i cu l t u r a l  
interests  of t h e  s ta te  a s  a whole. While a member  of t he  Iowa legisla­
t u r e  he w a s  a h a r d  and  conscientious worker .  H i s  ea rnes t  desire  w a s  
t o  be of real  service to  t h e  people of his  county and  s ta te ,  and  h i s  h ighes t  
ambition w a s  to  j u s t i f y  t h e  t r u s t  and  confidence t h e  people h a d  placed i n  
h im by giving t o  his  duties t h e  most  exact ing a n d  pa ins tak ing  a t t en t i on  
possible. 

H e  took more t h a n  ordinary  in teres t  in every th ing  t h a t  concerned t h e  
we l fa re  of t h e  s ta te  a t  large,  and  his  business activit ies w e r e  second t o  
none whether  i t  involved h i s  personal interests  o r  t h e  in teres ts  of o the r s .  
Always exceedingly f a i r ,  honest, and  generous, ye t  a t  a l l  t imes  p r a c t i c ­
ing economy which exemplified h i s  success a s  a business m a n .  T h e  s t a t e  
h a s  lost one of i t s  best  and  leading citizens. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, T h a t  in  t h e  dea th  of Thomas  P a r s o n s  t h e  
s t a t e  h a s  lost a valuable and  honored citizen whose f a i t h f u l  and  unsel f i sh  
du ty  in business and  p r iva t e  l i fe  is  wor thy  of commendation and  recogni ­
tion. And the  House of Representatives t akes  t h i s  opportuni ty  t o  e x p r e s s  
i t s  appreciation of his  h igh character  and  publ ic  services t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  



1794 J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  H O U S E  

Iowa ,  a n d  t o  extend t o  h is  f a m i l y  s incere s y m p a t h y  i n  t h e i r  so r row a n d  
bereavement .  

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  a copy of these  resolut ions be  s p r e a d  
u p o n  t h e  J o u r n a l  of t h i s  House ,  a n d  t h a t  enrolled copies thereof  b e  
t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  member s  of h i s  f ami ly .  

MARION R .  MCCAULLEY, 

REYBURN L .  RUTLEDGE, 

J .  A .  KING, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

H O N .  J O H N  F R E D E R I C K  P O T T E R  

MR. SPEAKER: Y o u r  committee appointed t o  p r e p a r e  sui table  resolu­
t ions  commemorat ing  t h e  l i f e  a n d  service of t h e  Honorable  J o h n  F r e d ­
er ick P o t t e r ,  l a t e  of Cherokee county,  beg  leave t o  s u b m i t  t h e  fol lowing 
memor ia l :  

J o h n  Freder i ck  P o t t e r  w a s  bo rn  F e b r u a r y  27, 1834, i n  Br idgewate r ,  
Windsor  county,  Vermont ,  a son of J o h n  Po t t e r ,  who  served in  t h e  W a r  
of 1812, a n d  Polly Wheeler ,  bo th  of Scotch ances t ry .  W h e n  nine y e a r s  old 
h e  moved wi th  h is  p a r e n t s  t o  R u t l a n d  county,  Vermont ,  where  h e  lived 
un t i l  h e  came  t o  Clayton county,  Iowa,  i n  1856. 

M r .  P o t t e r  f l o w e d  Ruf 'us  Richardson t o  Iowa  a n d  assis ted h im in  
developing h i s  f a r m ,  which  w a s  located southwes t  of McGregor ,  a n d  i n  
1860 h e  purchased  l and  n e a r b y  a n d  i n  1862, November  27, m a r r i e d  M a r y  
A .  Bailey, who h a d  come w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s  f r o m  Connecticut  in  1859 a n d  
lived on a ne ighbor ing  f a r m .  

I n  1868, M r .  P o t t e r  looked over  a l a r g e  p a r t  of no r thwes t e rn  Iowa,  a n d  
decided t o  locate in Cherokee county.  Consequently i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1869 
h e  sold h is  Clayton county  land a n d  w i t h  h is  w i f e ,  h is  f a the r - in - law a n d  
several  ne ighbor ing  men  h e  came  b y  covered wagon  a n d  o x  t e a m  t o  Silver  
township,  Cherokee county ,  w h e r e  h e  purchased  Iowa  college l and  a n d  
established a home t h a t  w a s  known f a r  a n d  wide f o r  i t s  generous  hos­
p i ta l i ty .  

Al though t h e y  h a d  n o  chi ldren of t h e i r  own, t h e y  w e r e  t h e  f r i e n d s  of 
you th  everywhere  a n d  w e r e  Uncle  J o h n  a n d  A u n t  M a r y  t o  a n  ever-
widening  g roup ,  a n d  m a n y  w e r e  t h e  picnics a n d  g a l a  t i m e s  enjoyed in  t h e  
P o t t e r  g r o v e  a n d  o rchard ,  al l  p l an ted  w i t h  t h e i r  own  h a n d s .  

M r .  P o t t e r ' s  political opinions w e r e  expressed b y  t h e  Democrat ic  p a r t y ,  
vo t ing  f o r  Buchanan  in  1856. H e  served a s  Represen ta t ive  f r o m  Chero­
k e e  county in  t h e  Twen ty - th i rd  General  Assembly.  

I n  1900 M r .  a n d  M r s .  P o t t e r  r e t i r ed  f r o m  t h e  f a r m  a n d  moved t o  Chero­
kee  w h e r e  h e  continued t o  en joy  l i f e  a n d  v is i t ing  w i t h  h i s  m a n y  f r i e n d s  
un t i l  h i s  death ,  which occurred A p r i l  15, 1927, a t  t h e  advanced a g e  of 
93. F u n e r a l  services w e r e  conducted b y  t h e  Masons,  of which  f r a t e r n i t y  
h e  w a s  a n  a r d e n t  member .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved, T h a t  t h e  House  of Representa t ives  of t h e  
s t a t e  of I owa  t a k e  t h i s  occasion t o  express  i t s  apprec ia t ion  of t h e  c h a r ­
a c t e r  a n d  services of t h i s  va luab le  citizen, a n d  




