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"Kind hearts are more than coronets, 
And simple faith than Norman blood." 
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I have 

It is not a question of whe~h(>r you amass a fortune, or of political or 
business distinction whicill may come to you, but in that last final cou"nting 
the question is "Do you have charity? Have you fought well, faithfully 
and your life increa old of human h 
Ha been such as to pect of those w 
you this standard, I rson who is ent 
to reverence her n, than is the 
this or he certainly human heart, 
alw st kind intentio. by respect an 
his fellows and by those principles of honesty and integrity which shall 
always mark the intdligent. I am proud this afternoon to be able to 
have numbered him among my friends and to speak a few words in his 
memory. May his kindness, his character ~nd his Christian virtue 
always be revered. 

Th 1 t" was unallimo 1 t d by a rising vote 

DAVID 

M Your comm to prepare r 
com e life, charact service of Col. 
Palmer of Washmgton, Washington county, Iowa, begs leave to submit 
the following report: 

David James Palmer was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
November 15, 1839, and died in Washington, Iowa, November 19, 1928. 
He was with his parents, Samuel R. and Margaret (Munce) Palmer, in 
their removal to Carrol county, Ohio, in 1842 and to Washington county, 
low . ere they located r the town of . 
ton public school i Iowa, and help 
rat e attended Uni n CoII(>ge in W 
in and taught sch d 186!. 

o 1, he enlisted a Company C, Ei 
Inf promot(>d to mber 9, 186!. 
6, 1862, at the Battle of Shiloh he was severely wounded and left on the 
field for dead, captured by the enemy, his wounds neglect(>d for two days, 
when in the maneuvers of the battle he found himself as near his com
rades as his captors, crawled to the Union lines, where he was cared for, 
and weeks afterwards was sent home. When the Twenty-fifth Iowa 
Infantry was organized that summer Corporal Palmer, who had or-
gan· A of that regi . arm was in a sl" 

Digitized by ( 
I 



1572 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

elected its captain. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the regi
ment when less than twenty~four years old, June 9, 1863. He was with 
his regiment, commanding it all of the time, in its great history at Vicks
burg, Chattanooga, Atlanta, Columbia, and at the grand review at Wash
ington, and was mustered out June 6, 1865. He then returned home 
and devoted himself to farming and stock raising. He was elected county 
auditor of Washington county in 1875 and was reelected in 1877, serving 
four years. In 1884 he was elected a presidential elector, running as a 
Republican. 

In 1891 Mr. Palmer was elected Senator and was reelected in 1895, 
serving inclusively from· the Twenty-fourth to the Twenty-seventh Gen
eral Assemblies. He resigned as Senator at the close of the Twenty
seventh and accepted the appointment by Governor Shaw made on March 
22,1898, as a member of the Railroad Commission. By reason of election 
he continued to serve in this position until 1915. 

The Palmer farm home was only a few miles from Washington, but the 
last twenty-five years of his life he and his wife, who· was Letitia Helen 
Young before their marriage in 1866, and who survives him, resided in 
the city. 

Mr. Palmer was outstanding and useful in church work, in politics, in 
social life, and in every other useful activity of the community. He was 
a life-long member of the United Presbyterian C'hurch; for over thirty 
years was superintendent of the Sunday SC'hool, and for practically all 
his active life was a member of the church choir. Popular with all classes 
because of his fine personal qualities, he was an especial favorite among 
his war comrades. He had few equals as a camp fire speaker. He 
received the highest honors the Grand Army had to bestow, being com
mander of the Department of Iowa for the years 1907-08, and grand com
mander oC the national organization in 1914-15. 

It might well be said of Colonel Palmer, the words that were spoken of 
our first President, that he was "first in war, first in peace, and first in 
the hearts of his countrymen." His devotion and loyalty to his neighbors 
and friends not only in his home county but in his state was always upper
most in his mind, and his integrity and faithfulness in his home and public 
duties was always of a high order and above reproach, and in his passing 
his community, his state, and nation have lost a most valuable and loyal 
friend. 

Now, There/ore, Be It Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
spread upon the Journal of the Senate, and that the Secretary be directed 
to send an engrossed copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Senator Frailey spoke as follows: 

WILLIAM CARDEN, 
J. R. FRAILEY, 
F. M. BEATTY, 

Committee. 

MR. PRESIDENT AND SENATORS: When the Senator from Henry said 
that Colonel Palmer had a devoted friend in me, he should have reversed 
it and said that I had a devoted friend in Colonel Palmer. 
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