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0. A. ONTJES 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso­
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the Hon­
orable 0. A. Ontjes, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

0. A. Ontjes was born May 30, 1877, on a farm in Germ&ll township, 
Grundy county, Iowa, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ontjes, early resi­
dents of Grundy county, where he spent his early childhood. Later his 
family moved to Butler county, Iowa, where he attended rural school and 
the school at Aplington, Iowa. 

At the early age of 23, Mr. Ontjes became the manager of the Nye­
Schneider Elevator at Parkersburg. From 1903 to 1906 he was engaged 
in the real estate business in northern Minnesota and during those years 
he also built the Aplington telephone exchange and rural lines. 

In December, 1906, 0. A. Ontjes was united in marriage to Miss Sophia 
Frerichs at Holland, Iowa, where he helped organize the Farmers Sav­
ings Bank, serving as cashier and manager for 37 years, which bank ren­
dered helpful service to the people of Holland and is still in operation 
under its original title. Mr. Ontjes served as mayor of Holland for two 
terms. 

0. A. Ontjes served as Representative from Grundy county, Iowa, in 
the Thirty-ninth, Fortieth, Fortieth Extra and Forty-second Sessions of 
the General Assembly of Iowa. He was Speaker Pro Tempore in the 
House of Representatives in the Fortieth and Fortieth Extra Sessions. 
He was a leader of the economy block and his primary aim in public 
service was to keep down public expenditures and, while he was often on 
the losing side, his vigilance helped to curb-if not cure-the evils which 
he worked and fought against. His published suggestions for legislative 
reforms from time to time brought his·name and ideas before the people 
of his state. 

Mr. Ontjes organized the first Federal Farm Loan Association in 
Grundy county and remained as its directing head until 1940. There was 
a need for such an association and it expanded and rendered valuable 
service to the farmers throughout the state and the organization still re­
tains some of the officers which Mr. Ontjes brought to it during the years 
of his direction. 

Mr. Ontjes took an active interest in good roads and was one of the 
promoters of Primary No. 14 Association and at the last meeting of this 
organization held in Grundy county he was chosen as its president. 

The business career of Mr. Ontjes covered nearly half a century and 
there were few idle moments for him during all that time. He substi­
tuted work for play and seemed to enjoy it, as he took very little time out 
for recreation. 

Mr. Ontjes passed away December 31, 1942. He is survived by his 
widow and son, Edward Ontjes, now serving his country in the Army 
Medical Corps. Other members of his family are his sister, Mrs. Peter 
DeBuhr, Aplington, Iowa; four brothers, Fred A. Ontjes, Mason City, 
Iowa; Andrew Ontjes, Aplington, Iowa; William Ontjes and John Ontjes, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Another sister, Mrs. Jennie Iblings died sev­
eral years ago and her son, Herman Iblings, came into the Ontjes home 
during infancy and grew up there. 

Digitized by Coogle 



JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

0. A. Ontjes has passed out of the shadow into Eternal Day; 
Do not call this dying, this sweet going away, 
For the memoq: of his deeds with us lingers still, 
It was God's Will to call him home, 
His holy will be done. 
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Tke·refore, Be It Resolved by tke House of Representatives of the F·if­
tieth. General Assembly, That in the passing of Honorable 0. A. Ontjes, 
the state has lost a valued and honored citizen and the family a loving 
husband, father and brother, and the House would tender, by this resolu­
tion, its sincere sympathy to the surviving relatives in their sorrow; and 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chi~f Clerk be directed to send an 
enrolled copy to each member of the family of the deceased. 

Unanimously adopted, 

J. P. BRINDLE, 
BREDE W AMS'rAD; 
ARCH W. McFARLANE, 

Committee. 

HENRY T. SABERSON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resolu­
tions commemorating the life, character and public service of the Hon­
orable Henry T. Saberson, a former member of the General Assembly of 
Iowa, begs leave to submit the following- report: 

Henry T. Saberson, son of Torgus and Betsy Saberson, was born in 
Rock county, Wisconsin, November 28, 1851, his parents having come 
from Norway in 1839. 

In 1875 Mr. Saberson settled in northwest Iowa where he engaged in 
the hardware business and later associated with a bank as cashier. 

He was married March 27, 1879, to Etta Bradfield, daughter of a 
Christian minister, and also a pioneer of northwest Iowa. Four daugh· 
ters were born, three of whom with their mother still survive: Mrs. Nina 
Hohberger and Miss Lulu Grace Saberson, both of Des Moines, Iowa, 
and Mrs. Ora J. Ryan of San Francisco, California. 

Mr. Saberson served in the state legislature as Representative from 
Buena Vista county during the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth General 
Assemblies. In 1901 he accepted a position in the office of the secretary 
of state, which he held 18 years. When the legislature passed the "blue 
sky" laws, he was appointed special examiner for the executive council. 
Eight years later he retired. 

He was a member of the Capital Lodge No. 110 A.F. & A.M., the 
Des Moines Consistory and Plymouth Congregational church, and at the 
time of his death was vice president of the Iowa Pioneer Law Makers 
Association, and never missed a session of this association until this year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Saberson celebrated their sixty-fourth wedding anni­
versary the day before his death. 

He passed away at the age of ninety-one after a two weeks' illness at 
his home in Des Moines, and was laid to rest in Woodland cemetery. 
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