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Resolved, T hat in the death  of Judge L iberty  E aton  Fellow s the 
Senate has lost a valuable fo rm er law m aker, th e  people an u p righ t 
judge, the com m unity in w hich he lived an exem plary citizen, the  fra 
te rn ities  and church to w hich he belonged a tru e  b ro ther, and his 
fam ily a fa ith fu l and loving husband  and fa th e r; and be it fu rth e r

Resolved, T hat these reso lu tions be spread upon the  Jo u rn a l of the 
Senate, and th a t the Secretary of the  Senate be d irected  to fo rw ard  en
grossed copies of these reso lu tions to th e  wife and fam ily  of the 
deceased.

R o b e u t  Q u i g l e y ,

E l i  C. P e r k i n s ,

F r e d e r i c  L a r b a h k e ,

Co mmi t te e .

The resolutions were adopted unanim ously by a rising vote.

Senator Crow, from a special committee, submitted the follow 
ing report and moved its adoption:

ADDISON OLIVER.

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Your committee appointed to draft suitable resolutions 
on the life and public service of the Honorable Addison Oliver, who was 
an honored member of the Senate of Iowa, beg leave to report the fol
lowing memorial:

Addison Oliver, a member of the Senate of Iowa in the Eleventh and 
Twelfth General Assemblies, died a t his home in Onawa, Monona county, 
July 7th, 1912, when nearly seventy-nine years of age.

Mr. Oliver was a native of the county of W ashington, Pennsylvania, 
where he was born July 21, 1833, and in which county he was graduated 
from W ashington and Jefferson college a t the early age of seventeen. 
His first adventure into business of any kind was in teaching school in 
the state of Arkansas, where he taught two years. R eturn ing  to his 
native sta te  Mr. Oliver entered upon the study of law in the office of 
William Montgomery, a member of Congress, and was adm itted to the 
bar in 1857. Coming west shortly afterw ards, he made his home a t the 
then frontier town of Onawa, in 1858. He became a member of the 
county board of supervisors in 1861. In  1863 he was elected a repre
sentative of the counties of Monona, Crawford and Sac to the Tenth 
General Assembly. Two years la ter he was elected to the Senate from 
the counties of Monona, Woodbury and th irteen  others, including in the 
list two yet unorganized; the d istric t being then practically  all of the 
northw estern part of the state. In the session of 1866 he was a member 
of the committees of Ways and Means, Railroads and Public Buildings. 
In 1868 he w'as chairm an of the committee on C onstitutional Amendments 
and a member of the Committees on Railroads and Incorporations. The 
first named committee was of the more im portance a t th a t session be
cause of the fact tha t th a t General Assembly sent to the people the
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first am end m en t  to the present constitu tion , t h a t  providing; for universal 
m anhood suffrage. The railroad committee was also more than  or
dinar ily  im p o rta n t  because a t  th a t  session several land-grants had 
been forfeited because of the failure  of the  gran tees to build  the roads 
for which the  g ran ts  were made. Senator Oliver struggled whpn the bills 
disposing of the  lands were under  consideration to keep the lines of the 
roads w ith in  the  limits  of the or ig inal grants,  but ineffectually.

The Twelfth  General Assembly created the  office of c ircu it  judge and 
the  circu it  courts. At the  election following the session of tha t  body, 
Senator Oliver was elected judge of the first c ircu it  of the fourth judicial 
district.  Ten organized counties then furnished extensive travel for the 
new judge while also he, together with D is tr ic t  Judge Henry Ford and  
C ircu i t  Judge Jam es M. Snyder, held the  short lived appellate tr ibunal 
known as the  “General T e rm ” for the four th  judicial d is trict.  In  1872, 
th e  circuits  h av ing  been reduced in num ber  one half and only one judge 
being elected in each judicial district, Judge Oliver was elected to the 
la rge r  field, hav ing  nineteen counties,  about one-fifth of the  state te r r i 
toria lly  to travel over. Two years  of th is  experience te rm ina ted  Judge 
Oliver’s, judicial labors as he was then elected to the Forty-fourth Con
gress  from the n in th  district.  After four years of service, he declined 
ano ther  candidacy although it was unders tood th a t  both republicans and 
g reenbackers  wished him to rem ain  in Congress. Broad and exacting 
a s  m us t have been the duties devolving upon Judge Oliver, there  seenfs to 
be un iversa l  a t te s ta t ion  to the  value of his public services. Judge Oliver 
was a delegate to the Baltimore convention th a t  nom inated  Abraham 
Lincoln for p res iden t the second time.

After his re t i re m en t  Judge Oliver devoted himself to business and be
came one of the most extensive fa rm ers  in w estern  Iowa and  used his 
wealth for fu r th e r in g  worthy public enterprises, the  li tt le  city th a t  was 
his home for half  a century  hav ing  a public lib rary  and  m anual tra in ing  
building, th rough  his generosity.

Before coming to Iowa young Judge Oliver was united in m arriage 
with Miss H a n n ah  Townie, a  schoolmate from earl ies t  date. To the 
union were born ten children of whom one, John F., is now d is tr ic t judge 
of the four th  jud ic ia l  district,  which d is tr ic t  is a p a r t  of the original 
te r r i to ry  over which his fa ther  presided.

In the death  of Judge Addison Oliver the  s ta te  loses one of its pioneer 
law m ake is  and worthy judges and an able represen ta t ive  in the Con
gress  of the United States whose memory it is an honor to the Senate 
of Iowa to comm emorate  and it  is w ith  a feeling of the g rea t  loss to 
th e  comm unity  in which he lived th a t  we present these resolutions to 
the  Senate of th is  State and realiz ing the  g rea t  loss to his community 
and to his family,
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Therefore, be it  resolved, th a t  these reso lu tions be spread upon the  
Journa l of the Senate  and th a t  an a ttested  eopy he prepared  and  sen t  to
the family by the  secre tary  of the  Senate.

E. L. C r o w ,

E. P. F a r r ,

Er.r C. P e r k i n s ,

C o m mi t te e .

The resolutions were adopted  unanim ously  b y  a r is ing vote.

Senator Ames, from a special committee, subm itted  the fo l 
lowing report, and moved its adoption:

•TO TEX RYDER.

.Mu. Pin:,sid e n t — Your committee, appointed  to d ra f t  su itable  resolu tions 
on the life, character,  and public services of the  H onorable  Jo h n  Ryder,  
respectfully repo r t  as follows:

Joh n  Ryder, who was a m em ber of th is  body in the  T w en t ie th  and  
Twenty-first General Assemblies, died a t  Vinton, A ugust 13, 1911, the 
day he completed his e igh tie th  year.  Mr. R yder  was a na t iv e  of the  
s ta te  of Ohio, born  near Tiffin. He got th e  o rd in a ry  schooling of the  
locality and, reach ing  manhood, went in to  m ercan ti le  business,  and  
bought and shipped gra in  extensively, hav ing  two elevators . In  1870 he 
came to Iow a and  engaged in buying  and  sh ipp ing  bu tte r ,  eggs and  
country  produce, and  did a t  one tim e a b usiness ,  of th e  k in d  h a rd ly  su r 
passed in volume in th is  s tate, sh ipp ing  to the  g rea t  m a rk e ts  eas t  and 
west. Mr. Ryder was for one te rm  a m em ber of th e  Ohio legis la ture .  
A fter coming to Iowa he was elected to the House of R epresen ta t ives  of 
this  state. In  1883 he was chosen senator. Poli tically , he had  been a 
republican unti l the. pres iden tia l  campaign of 1872, when he supported  
Horace Greeley; thereaf te r  he acted with the  dem ocratic  p a r ty  an d  was 
the first dem ocrat chosen to the legis la ture  for m any  years  from Benton 
county.

November 14, 1854, he was united  in m arr iage  with Miss Mary J. T yler  
of Frem ont,  Ohio.

Resolved, T h a t  these sen t im en ts  be entered  upon the  Senate  Jo u rn a l  
and an engrossed copy, duly au then tica ted ,  be sen t to Mr. I r a  Mitchell, 
Vinton, Iowa, and a copy to the  Vinton Eagle.

A. L. A.mek,
J o i i n  L. W it .s o n ,

E. L. C r o w ,

Co mmi t te e .

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.


