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berry, the state has lost a most valued citizen and public servant, and the 
Senate tenders its sincere sympathy to his surviving widow. 

Be It Furthel' Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be sent to Mrs. 
Byron W. Newberry, and that this resolution be spread upon the Journal 
of the Senate. 

F. E. SHARP, 
ARTHUR H. JACOBSON, 

ROBERT C. REILLY, 

ED VRBA, 
IRVING D. LONG, 

Committf't'. 

TIl(' resolution was unanimously adopted. 

OLAF MARJIN OLESON 

Mn; PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable reso
lutions commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Olaf Martin Oleson of Fort Dodge, Iowa, begs leave to submit 
the following: 

Mr. Oleson was born in Norway, June 29, 1849, and came to the United 
States in his teenage. He arrived in Webster county with eash resources 
of less than one dollar, where he continued to make his home until his 
death, which·occurred February 8, 1944. He remained a loyal citizen of 
Iowa to the end of his long and eventful life. 

He served efficiently in the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth General 
Assemblies, representing the Twenty-seventh Senatorial District. 

Among the achievements of his life was a fellowship in the Iowa Acad
emy of Science. Botany continued to be his hobby, and he spent much 
time in research. He prepared and printed a book on the flora of Web
ster county. In 1939 he gave Iowa State College his valuable collection 
of two hundred thirty volumes for its scientific library. This collection 
c()ntained many books then out of print. To the same institution he gave 
his valuable herbarium, composed of thousands of specimens, which was 
considered the most complete of Iowa flora. It also contained herbaria 
of many foreign countries. 

He was knighted a membel' of the Knights of St. Olaf by King Haakon 
of Norway in 1924. For many years he was honorary president of the 
Norwegian Singing Society of America. He was founder of the Grieg 
Mandskor of Fort Dodge. He personally directed the choir and composed 
many songs for it. In 1938, at the dedication of the band shell at Oleson 
Park in Fort Dodge, he directed the Grieg Mandskor, which he had- organ
ized, in a song which he had composed. 

A wholesome philo~ophy of life was held by this friendly man. He 
believed in working hard, playing for health, Ilnd he always .looked on 
the bright side (If life and never harbored trouble. His interest in civic 
affairs wcre f'uhstantiatcd by the generous gifts to hospitals. schools. 
('hun'hes lind Illu:;ical organizations. Perhaps one of the largest of his 
Illany philllnthropit·g was dil'ccted towllrd the Lutheran Hospital. Fort 
Dodge. which his generous gifts made possible. A man of many interests, 
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he was able to invest his love of botany and music, and also his civic and 
business interests, in a manner which was reflected in his character in 
an unselfish and friendly regard for his fellowmen. 

He lived to witness a countryside transform from a pathless grassland 
to a populous city. A portion of virgin woodland he preserved in the 
form of a park of eighty acres, which bears his name, Oleson -Park, 
located within the city limits. This is one of several park areas given 
by Mr. Oleson to Fort Dodge. 

There is a finality about death that seems to respect the life that 
appears to be fully spent. If this were prepared as a eulogy instead of 
a simple biographical sketch designed to commemorate Mr. Oleson's serv
ices to Fort Dodge and to Iowa, there are many items that could be men
tioned with propriety concerning him. 

Be It Res01ved by the Sfm4.te of the Fifty-first General Assembly, 
That in the passing of the Honorable Olaf Martin Oleson of Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, the state has lost a valuable and honorable citizen, and an honest 
statesman. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread on 
the Journal of the Senate, and that the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to forward an enrolled copy to the wife of the deceased. 

C. V. FINDLAY, 

A. J. SHAW, 
G. R. HILL, 
RALPH E. BENSON, 

J. G. LUCAS, 
COlltmittee. 

The resolution WlIS unanimously adopted. , 

FRANK PELZER 

MR. PREsIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable reso
lutions commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Frank.. Pelzer of Marne, Iowa, begs leave to submit the follow
ing: 

Frank Pelzer was the son of Henry and Sophia Wolenhaus Pelzer, and 
was born January 27, 1876, in Noble township, Cass county, near Gris
wold, Iowa, and grew to manhood in that vicinity. He was married t;)lere 
June 20, '1900, to Mary Louise Borth and the couple farmed in Noble 
township until 1909 when they purchased the home three miles, north of 
Marne, at which place he died lIuddenly August 28, 1944, as the result 
of a heart attack. He is survived by his widow, six sons and one 
daughter. 

Mr. Pelzer was a member of the Cass county board of supervisors for 
six years, and the board of education ten years; a member of the Method
ist church and the Masonic Lodge. He was a farmer, stockman and 
breeder of purebred hogs for forty-two years, specializing in Shorthorn 
cattle and Spotted Poland China hogs. 

Mr. Pelzer represented the eighteenth senatorial district, composed 
of Cass and Shelby counties, in the Forty-seventh, Forty-eighth, Forty-
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