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JAMES NEWBERRY.

M b . S p e a k e r —Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com
m em orating the life, character and public service of Jam es New berry, 
beg leave to subm it the following report:

Whereas, The Honorable Jam es Newberry, who was heretofore a  m em ber 
of the House of R epresentatives from Clayton County, Iowa, during  the 
Twelfth General Assembly, departed th is life a t his home in S traw berry  
Point, Iowa, on Septem ber 22nd, 1917, and

Whereas, H is record as a man, a legislator, a public official and a  citizen, 
has been of the h ighest character, and

Whereas, I t  is fitting th a t we should recognize in  some fitting  m anner, 
the  passing of th is distinguished citizen. Therefore be it

Resolved B y The House of Representatives Of The S ta te Of Iowa, T hat 
in  the death of Jam es N ew berry the s ta te  of Iowa has suffered a d istinct 
loss.

Jam es Newberry was born in Orange County, New York, May 26th, 
1827, and died a t S traw berry  Point, Iowa, Septem ber 22nd, 1917. W hen 
two years of age his fa th e r and fam ily moved to Ohio, locating  in  Brow- 
helm Township, Lorain County, w here he was reared  on a tim bered  Ohio 
farm. He was educated in the common school and attended  N orw alk 
Academy, Norwalk, Ohio. He taugh t school several w in ters in  Ohio and 
engaged in farm ing the balance of the year. He followed th e  sam e 
course for a num ber of years afte r his rem oval to Iowa.

On November 25th he was m arried to Miss M aria H. W estfall, a  native 
of New York, a t  Browhelm, Ohio. Five children w ere born to them , all 
of whom are living, viz.—Byron W. Newberry, Charles W. N ewberry, 
Mrs. Mary E. K ingsley and K ate G. Newberry, all of S traw berry  Point, 
and Dr. F rank  J. Newberry of Los Angeles, California.

In March, 1855, he moved w ith his family from Ohio to  Iowa and 
settled on a farm  in Clayton County, four miles sou theast of S traw berry  
Point, which he had purchased the previous autum n and w hich he owned 
a t the tim e of his death, and where he engaged in active farm  w ork till 1876, 
when he ren ted  the farm  and moved to the town of S traw berry  Point, 
where he has since resided. In 1877 and several following years he 
engaged in the new spaper business a t this place. He assisted  in  organ
izing the successful S traw berry  P oint Farm ers C ream ery and was secre
ta ry  and m anager for th ree years. He was always deeply in te rested  in 
the advancement of agriculture and educational in te rests  and was a th o r
ough and successful farm er and dairym an. He took as m uch in te re s t in 
the farm  and its m anagem ent in his la s t days as he did when he se ttled  
here more than sixty years ago. He was a g reat reader and a forceful 
w riter. He was a public spirited m an and did all he could to advance 
the welfare of the com munity and the public a t large.

He served as represen tative from Clayton County in 1868-9 in the 
12th assembly and a t the tim e of his death was one of five surviving 
members of th a t legislature. For several years he rep resen ted  the  tow n
ship on the county board of supervisors and filled m any other positions 
of tru s t and responsibility w ith credit. He was a plain, genial, k ind  
hearted man, one who had the courage of his convictions. On N ovem ber
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25th, 1902, lie and Mrs. Newberry celebrated tbe ir golden wedding anni
versary. His beloved wife died February  3rd, 1905, a bereavem ent to 
him  th a t tim e did not lesson.

Be I t  Resolved, T hat the life of Jam es Newberry, as a citizen, as a legis
lator, and in every o ther walk of life, has been such as to commend his 
example as an inspiration to those who follow after. His unswerving 
fidelity to duty, his faithfulness in every public and private trust, and 
his character as a citizen should inspire all w ith whom he came in con
ta c t to a higher ideal of life and living, and be it fu rther

Resolved, T hat these resolutions be spread upon the records of this 
House of R epresentatives and engrossed copy thereof be sent to his 
son, Byron W. Newberry.

W i l l i a m  B e c k e r , 

A r t h u r  S p r i n g e r ,

S . W .  K l a u s .

WILLIAM J. MOIR.

M r . S p e a k e r —Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com
m em orative of the life, character and public services of the Honorable 
W illiam J. Moir, la te m em ber of the House of Representatives in the 
E ighth and N inth General Assemblies, beg leave to report the follow
ing:

W illiam J. Moir was born in Scotland in the year 1825, and em igrated 
w ith his parents to America in 1830. He came westward to Indiana, 
was naturalized in tha t sta te  and in 1856 was adm itted to the Bar. 
On October 27th, 1847, he w as united in m arriage to Miss Olive J. Ball, 
a native of Canada, who died only four m onths before his departure. 
T heir two sons, Marcus W. and George J. survive the ir parents.

Mr. Moir came to Eldora in 1856 and the reafte r made his home in 
th a t city. Mr. Moir was elected to the Legislature from Hardin County 
in 1861 and re-elected in 1863. In the first session he was a member 
of the judiciary committee. T hat session was made memorable by an 
incident which Mr. Moir rela tes himself. The newspapers reported the 
surrender of F ort Donelson while the Assembly was in actual session. 
Every man sprang to his feet shouting loudly and some one started the 
“S tar Spangled Banner.” One m em ber moved th a t the prohibitory law 
be suspended for twenty-four hours and it was reported tha t it carried 
unanimously. In his second session Mr. Moir was chairman of the 
com m ittee on claims and was especially active in railroad legislation. 
He was a close student of all th a t was going on in the Legislature. He 
was active in the work of several com m ittees and enjoyed the respect 
of all members. At his death, Mr. Moir with the exception of Edward 
H. Stiles, was the only survivor who had voted for Grime’s re-election 
to the United S tates Senate.

Mr. Moir was repeatedly called upon by his fellow citizen to fill 
places of tru s t and responsibility. He was for several years mayor of 
Eldora, president of the H ardin County .Agricultural Society, president


