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1851, and again a Senator in 1867-all of which positions he filled 
with signal oredit to himself, and substantial benefit to the people 
whom he represented, has been removed by death during his term of 
service; therfore, 

Reaolved by l'M Senate, That it hereby expresses its sense of the 
public lOBs-its sorrow at the deatb...of one of its most honored and 
trusted members-and its sympathy with those more immediately be
reaved, by ordering tbis preamble and resolution to be spread upon 
the journal, and a COp! thereof engrossed and sent to the family of 
the deceased. 

MB. PRBSIDBNT-I feel conscious, inaeed, that a mantle of the Ia
men&ed Needham has fallen one quite too humble, and that at best I 
can but imitate and commend, his virtuel!. After an acquaintance of 
twelve years, I can truly say, it has been my fortune to know but 
few suoh men. Affable and easy in his address, mild and unassum· 
ing in his manners, oonscientious in everything he did ac.d said, with 
a heart &8 tender as that of a ohild, to know him was but to love and 
respect. Honesty was his policy; but policy was not his honesty. 
To thos~ of you who knew him there is nothing strange that he 
occupied so high a place in the aft'ections and confidence of the people 
of his connty and State. His oonstituents never had any fears about 
their interests while entrusted to his oare. 

Senator Needham was a moral hero-he overcame evil with good. 
The pathway of life he strewed with those jewels that do most wiorn 
the human heart; he was God's noblest work-an honest man. 
Nothing I could say would add to the lustre of his fame or the en
dearment of his memory. His monuments are planted deeply in the 
hearts of those who knew him. 

Senator Larrabee spoke as follows: 
liB. PRBSIDBNT-I second the resolution, and will improve the op

portunity to give a brief and feeble expression of my high apprecia
tion of the noble character of our departed brother ~enator, John R. 
Needham. Having observed for many years the character and genius 
that he showed in guiding and supplying the wants of a young and 
growing State, I felt that I knew him well when I met him for the 
first time in this Chamber at the commencement of the last session 
of this body. 

His public character and faithful servioes demand prominent com
mendation. Throughout his life, whether publio or private, he cher
ished a deep interest in public affairs, and the common welfare of the 
human familY'; and by his practical wisdom and sagacity, the fruit 
of more than ordinary intellectual endowment, matured thought, and 
general observation, and by the soundness of bis opinions and the 
comprehensivene88 and elevated tone of his politics he exerted at all 
ames a great and most salutary iIJfiuence upon the sentiment and 
policy of th~ community and State, and as a public officer during a 
period of many years, and in a crisis of aft'airs which demanded the 
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wisdom of the wises~ and the civil virtues of the best, he was distin
guished among the most eminent men of the State for careful atten
tion to all the duties of his trust, for moderation, for prudence, for 
fidelity to the principles of that party connection to which he was 
attached, for fidelity, still more conspicuous, and still more admira
ble, to the higher obligations of a thoughtful and enlarged patriotism. 

This is the character of Mr. Needham, as reoorded by the keen 
eye and discriminating judgment of public sentiment. 

Of his early history I am not well informed, but know that he waa 
most honored and trusted by those who knew him best. His exam
ple is worthy of imitation and to his labor and influence are Vie 
greatly indebted for the present proud position, and the bright pro
spective future of our young and thrifty State. 

In relation to Senator Matthies, I can only reiterate the sentiments 
already so ably expressed. His memory will always be cherished by 
those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance, and his name should 
be recorded high on the roll of fame of Iowa'!! distinguished oitizens. 

Senator Fellows addressed the Senate as follows: 
MR. PRESIDENT-My only acquaintance with Mr. Needham was 

formed during the last session of the Legislature, while we were both 
members of this Senate. That acquaintance, though not intimate, 
was sufficient to convince me of the high moral and generous charac
ter of the man, and I now do but simple justice to my feelings by 
offering a briet, it may be an unworthy. tribute to his memory. 

Of his private and domestio virtues, sufficiently indexed as I think 
by hiB public life, a lack of personal knowledge can cause no hesitan
cy in believing all that has already been awarded to him by one of 
long and intimate acquaintance, and whose words are prompted by 
those noble impulses of the human heart which link men together by 
the mysterious ties of personal friendship. 

For many years occupying important public position, acting a 
prominent part and exerting a powerful influenoe in organizing and 
building up our public institutions, moulding the oharacter of our 
municipal Government; and developing the material resources of our 
noble, vigorous and rapidly growing young State, he established a 
reputation for honesty, integrity, and devotion to the public interests, 
that neither the jealousies engendered by disappointed ambition, nor 
the rancor of partiBlI.n strife, in which the actors are too often mor6 
zealous for the attainment of power than for the promotion of the 
pllblic good-has ever succeeded in fastening a stain. Morality, 
temperanoe, unbending integrity and personal honor, that so adorn, 
and by which we estimate personal character, are in no less degree 
honorable and ornamental when carried into and made the govern
in~ principles of public life and political aotion. Whatever differ
enoes of opinion may exist as to the correctness of any particular 
theory of publio policy, there is a plane, high above the arena of 
partisan politics, where the possessors of those publio and private 
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virtues, so well illustrated in the pnblic life of him whose memory we 
commemorate to·day, may meet, and with a common object in view, 
concentrate their e8'orts for its attainment. 

He had the moral courage to resist the subtle and debasing influ
ences that always surround the occupants of public inst.itutions, the 
will to go IItraight forward in the discharge of his duties as he under
stood them, the ability to comprehend the true interests of the peo
ple, and the heart to labor earnestly for the promotion of those inter
ests. Thoroughly unselfish, he exerted an influence, the power of 
which W88 more truly and highly estimated by others than by him
sEllf. With a clear and correct apprehension of the true basis of 
the strength and safety of a government of the people, by the people, 
his best e8'orts were directed to the promotion of our educational 
interests. Recognizing the justice of ,the claim of tbe unfortunate 
for care, education, and support at the expense of the State, our 
benevolent institutions ever found in him an earnest friend and gen
erous supporter. His public career was aJike honorable to himself 
and beneficial to the State. Many of us here to· day can bear wit
ness to the faithfulness with which he stood at his post of duty dur
ing the last session, when his rapidly declining health so clearly indio 
cated that those were the closing labors of his life. Always dignified 
and courteous, be commanded the respect, and won the conJidence and 
friendship of all. While beneath the soil of his adopted State he 
rests from his labors, the records of his official acts, and the lasting 
impress of his moral influence, remain as enduring monuments to his 
fame. 

Senator Donnan spoke as follows: 
MR. PaBSIDBNT-I cannot refrain from adding a few remarks to 

the just and fitting words which have been already uttered, upon the 
resolutions o8'ered by the Senator from Des Moines. 

Yes, "man is born to die." Already two of those who occupied 
honored places in this Senate Chamber during the last session, are 
now no more. We toro aside to·day, from the nsnal rontine of busi
ne88, to pay a deserved tribnte of respect to the cherished memory 
of those to whom Iowa looks up as to her honored sons, and 88 to 
her benefactors; to whom we to.day, and with us, the people of the 
State, acknowledge the merit and the debt of valuable service. 

The one, Governor Needham, although for years past weak and 
cliaeased of body, was strong of mind, true of heart, and noble of soul. 
As an educator of tbe people, by means of the press, his was a bold 
and able advocacy of enlightenment for the masses, of honest, liberal 
government, of freedom and enfranchisement for all, of firmest, 
immovable faith in, and trnest loyalty, to the Repnblio, throughout 
its long and terrible night of peril from treason . 

.As President of the Senate, his equanimity, his unqnestioned fair
D888, his unbiased judgment, his calm and manly bearing, lent digni*1 
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to the Senate, and won, as it des~rved to win, unqualified and uni
venal respect and esteem. 

And who of us, enjoying the honor to sit with him here in legis
lative council, in the last year of his life, will ever forget his firm 
adherence to constitutional authority, and to all that was good and 
true, ~nd for the public weal in legislative enactment? Or ever for
get the q'tiet words of practical wisdom that fell from his thin, pale 
lips, prompted by that true heart, and issuing from that experienced 
and cultivated mind. 

The other, General Matthies, although an adopted citizen. was 
earliest found among those" who went at their country's call." If 
he had the honor to command the brave and resolute ranks of Iowa 
soldiery, look and ever find him in the front of those brave and reso
lute ranks, in the battles of our country. If Iowa boasts ber regiments 
second to none in the Nation's defense, look where you will among 
her Jiving wa.rriors, or fallen heroes, and where among them 1111 shall 
we find a better or braver soldier than he. Fortunate man! By 
how much more fortuna.te than many of his gallant men! He lived 
through dangers unnumbered and untold. to see victory perch upon 
the standard of bis loved and adopted country. He lived. to see the 
darkness of treason folded bank, and to behold the dawn. aye, the 
glorious daylight of renewed Peace. He lived to know that the sa.
cred remains of those who paid the highest tribute that patriot can 
pay to his country-their heart's blood-that the sacred rema.ins of 
those should repose in a redeemed soil which never more should be 
pressed by the foot of a slaoVe. He lived, to accept honorable office, 
to which a grateful people elected him. Yet, he lived not to complete 
the term of civil office for which he had been chosen. While he 
lived, he .had friends here. and elsewhere-only friends-friends all. 
Who that knew him, did not esteem and love General Matthies? 

Yes, our friends and associates have been called from earnest 
labor, and the public station of honor and responsibility, to the dark 
chambers of deatb. They have gllne, but not into forgetfulness, for 
the record of their wise counaels are a part of the history of free, 
happy, prosperous Iowa; and the earnest devotion of the one, 
and the heroic action of the other, have helped to save the life of an 
imperilled Republic. No, not to forgetfulness, for their cherished 
memory remains with the living, and will remain. 

I hope the resolutions will be adopted by the Senate, standing, in 
token of respect; and in silence, as those voices which so recently 
mingled with our own within these walls, are now hushed in the still
ness of the tomb. 

Senator Fairall addressed the Senate as follows: 
MR. PRBSIDBNT : - The occasion of the hour reminds us that in the 

battlefield of life, the captains of the host, as well as the footmen, 
must fall before the shaft of the insatiate aroher-death. His ruth
less hand strips the laurel alike from the brow of the warrior and 
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the civilian. The monarch and the peasant, the legislator and the 
governed. the strong and the weak, must all obey that dread sum
mons to fan into the line of that innumerable caravan which leads to 
the silent haUs of death. 

In the midst of the exciting labor of life it is well to pause and 
contemplate those emblems of mortality surrounding us on all sides. 
The fading violet of early spring, the murmurs of the rivulet as they 
become less musical by the evaporation of midsummer. the falling 
leaf of autumu and icy breath of winter, chilling the heart of anima
ted nature-all teach us that life is but a vapor, that our stay here is 
but temporary, and that we, too, must 800n wrap the drapery of the 
couch about us and Jie down in the sleep which haa no awakening. 

Such were the thoughts that possessed me when a few minutes be
fore the introduction of the resolution, I was informed that the morn
ing hour would be devoted to paying tributes of respect to the mem
ory of the lamented Needham and the gallant Matthies. 

Eight years ago, when I was honored by a generous constitueucy 
with a seat in die House of Representatives, it was my fortune to 
first meet the Lieutenant-Governor, and to form an acquaintance 
with him by me highly prized. On my appearance on this floor, 
two years ago, I found him here at his post, <Juietly but ably rep
resenting a people who ever loved to honor hIm. As a presiding 
officer he was just, efficient, dignified and courteous; as a le¢sla
tor, able, industrious and faithful; as a citizen useful; as f\ neigh
bor, kind, and as a mend true. Now that he has left us, we feel 
like repeating the words of a favorite American poet: . 

"Green be the turf above thee, 
Friend of my better days: 

None knew thee but to love thee, 
Nor named thee but to praise." 

The late Senator from Des Moines, it was not my fortune to have 
met until on this floor Ilt the opening of the Twelfth General 
Assembly. By reputation I knew him well, long before that. 
Hie fame was incorporated with the glory and bravery of our citi
zen soldiery in the late conflict for the preservation of the inher
itance bequeathed us by a noble ancestry. 

As a legislator, he was broad and charitable in his views, faith
ful to his constitnents, and true to the trusts confided to his care. 

It was on the tented field where his talents shone brightest. In 
me dark hour of our nation's peril, when the ungrateful sons of a 
generous country sought to te&r down the fabric of our fathers, 
none were more ready to stay the tide of rebellion than this adopted 
SOD of the RepUblic. His indomitable braverYl heroic devotion 
and thorough knowledge of military science, early marked him as 
ODe competent to lead, and worthy to command where the danger 
was greatest and peril most imminent. 
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But after the able eulo~es by the distinguished Senators who 
have preceded me, I feellDcompetent to add anything to the inter
eat of the occasion, or to the memory of the deceased. Of him it 
may be truly said: 

"Thou art Freedom's DOW, and.>'Fame's; 
One of the few the immortal names 
That were not bom to die." 

Senator Newell addressed the Senate as follows: 
MR. PRBSIDBNT :-My acquaintance with General Matthies dated 

back only to the commencement of the session of the Twelfth Gene
ral Assembly, although long before this 1 was familiar with his heroic 
deeds, his valiantand intrepid conduct on the theatre of our late war. 
A foreigner by birth, he was educated thoroughly in the school of 
the soldier. There are others who will speak of the glory which he 
won on the bloody field of battle. It is my purpose only to advert to 
those honest, manly traits which he exhibited as a legislator. Actu
ated always by the purest of motives, his vote was cast on all 
occasions in accordance with the dictations of an honest heart. I 
remember on one occasion, during the session of the Twelf'th General 
Assembly, he called me to his seat to cOllsult in relation to a measure 
then pending, in which we had a mutual interest. After having 
carefully canvassed the prospects of the bill, he said to me, in the 
most earnest and emphatic manner, "Whatever may be its fate, we 
will not compromise our honor as Senators, our dignity 88 men, by 
entangling these measures with others which might give it strength; 
but let it rise or fallon its merits." Such, sir, 1 apprehend was the 
keen sense of his honor, his manly purpose, that he could not stoop 
to the commission of an act which would iu any way cast a reflection 
upou his character. Socially, (like the nation of which he was a 
bright representative) he bad few equals. Oourteous, kind, ever 
mindful of the sensitiv6 nature of those with whom be was thrown 
in contact, by no ungentlemanly remark would he wound the feelings 
of the most humble. To him it is the last of earth. As a soldier, 
he won a national reputation. As a le~slator, the respect and confi
dence of his assooiates. As a man, hIS social and atFable character 
was worthy of our imitation. Senator, patriot, soldier, rest in peace! 

Senator Rice made the following remarks: 
MR. PRBSIDBNT :-1 cannot afFord to let an occasion of this kind 

pass without adding my testimony to that which has already been 
given by the Senator from Des Moines to Oharles L. Matthies. I 
had the good fortune to be well acquainted with him while Lieutenant
Colonel of the Fiflih Iowa Infantry. I held a subordinate position 
under him while he was acting in that capacity. He was well 
beloved by all the soldiers of his regiment, and respected by all of 
bis officers. I am certaiu that all of the officers and soldiers of the 
Firth Iowa Infantry will respond to the sentiments so well uttered 
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by Senator Beardsley in his eulogy on the late Goln. Matthies. I am 
oDly sorry that I am not able to say all I feel on this occasion. 

Senator W oll rose and said: 
MB. PRBSIDBBT-As my constituency inclndes that small remn&nt 

of Company A, of the Fifth Iowa, yet surviving the sangllinary con
ilicts to which they were led by the brave and departed General, I 
feel that I mnst endorse the encomiums prononnced upon bis memo
ry by the Senator from Des Moines. Inspired by bis example, aDd 
the love of the cause which be so devously cherished, they, witb their 
regiment, formed the keystone of victory at Iuk&, by returning and 
8U8taining witbout flinching the concentrated fire of tbe enemy, which 
made sad havoc in their heroic ranks. I am unable to add anything 
10 tha' eulogium, and could not take one word from it. He has gone 
to mingle with those of his command who were swept down by the 
rutbless h"nd of treason, and wbose remains now occupy silent dwell
ing places on many a field secured to freedom by tbeir struggles, 
hallowed by their heroism and sanctified by their bllrial. He wilt 
rejoice witb them over other glorious services. Let the memory· of 
biB actions and fidelity of his charaoter improve us all. If I were 
even to use tbe utmost thought and preparation, no word of mine 
could add anything to the lustre of his fame. No word uttered by 
any man can detract tberefrom. 

Ooncerning the resolution in memory of the lamented Senator 
Needham, I also feel the utmost futility of frail hllman language. I 
have, tberefore, since tbe introduction of the latter resolution, tried 
to embody weat I have to say in one sentence, every word of which 
is more than trne. 

The uDswerving fidelity and high sense of moral responsibility 
which characterized the publio life of the departed Senator; tbe 
heartfelt cordiality, the unbounded sympathy and affection, and exem
plary social obaracter, which made him a contidante and favorite in 
priTate life, together with the quiet patience with wbich he long 
viewed the certain approach of death,· and the smiling confidence 
with which he walked into tbe inevitable river, furnish an ever fresh 
and profitable page in tbe great book of human life, to which his 
acquaintances will delight often to refer. 

~enator Blllis spoke as follows: 
MR. PBBSIDBNT-After the eloquent enlogies that have been pro

nounced here this morning, it may appear like presumption in me to 
attempt-any remarks, but the intimate relations which I sll8tained to 
Bena~r Needham during the session of 1868, furbid that I should per
mit this occasion to pass wltbout paying my tribute of respect, slight 
though it may be, to one bonored and beloved by all with whom he 
was associated. My acquaintance with the Hon. John R. Needham 
began with the opening of the last session or the General Assembly 
-we occufying the same desk, and he then occupying the chair 
which I now fill. 
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By reason of our close proximity we early became very intimate, 
and in an occasional moment of confidence, (and we all bave such 
moments, sir,) he would relate to me some incident of his life that 
would give me a tar deeper insight into his real character than any 
public act could possibly do; and it was thus that I came to regard 
him as one of the most noble characters of this generation. At a 
time when most men woula have chosen to remain at home, sur
rounded by family and friends; at a time when a disease which he 
well knew must in a brief period terminate fatally, and which W88 
surely and rapidly bringing him to the grave, he evinced the same 
indomibible will, the same unconquerable perseverance that had 
characterized his whole life. Upon one occasion, atter assisting 
him to ascend the stairway leading to this chamber, and while halt
ing a moment at the landing to enable him to recover from his 
exhaustion, I expressed my surprise that he in his condition, and 
knowing, as he did, that his time in this world was but short at the 
longest, should voluntarily deprive himself of all the comforts of 
home and come up here to resume the duties, the responsibilities 
and the labors of a legislator. His reply was that "a man had 
better wear out thau rust out; that he abhorred inaction and pre
ferred to die laboring for the extension and perpetuation of the 
principles of right and justice." This, sir, was the character of the 
man. At the same time that he was firm in his convictions and 
unmovable in his position, he freely allowed to all the utmost limit 
in their views, and was never disposed to assome a superiority of 
mind (lr more broad and extended views than were possessed by 
others. And now, sir, after having paid this tribute to the memory 
of one whom we honored while living, and whose death we now 
mourn, let llS tnrn Ol r thonghts inward to our own lives and exam
ine carelolly Ollr PlASt actions, that we know whether, in the event 
of death overtakmg us ODawares, it conld be said of each and all 
as our honored friend, " An honeat man and a ChristieD has gone 
to his rewara." 

Senator Beardsley said : _ 
MR. PRESIDENT: - It was my fortune-my good fortune, as I es

teemed it--to be associated in business for six or seven years with 
Senator Needham, and I .can sincerely and heartily endorse every
thlDg that has been said in his praise to-day. I summered and win
tertld with him, met him daily, and knew him as thoroughly perhaps 
as it is permitted for one man to know another; and 1 thin~ it may 
be said of him, as truthfully as of any other man I ever knew, that 
he was withunt guile. He was honest, and true, and trustworthy 
under all oiroumstances. 

I remember an inoident of hiB life, whioh will illustrate the fine 
sense of honor that always charaoterized his publio as well as his 
private lire. In the Republioan Convention of Mahaska. oounty, 
oalled to nominate a candidate 10r the Constitutional Convention, 
which was held in 1857, another name beBide that of Mr. Needham 
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wu presented. An informal ballot was taken, with the usual nnder
standing that it would require a formal one to nominate. On the 
informal ballot the other candidate received a majority of the votes 
cut. A formal ballot was Sben taken. Mr. Needham reoeiving .. 
majority, he was duly deolared the nominee of the Oonvention. A 
few hours after the Convention adjourned, Mr. Needham was so im
pressed with the thought that there might be a possible doubt as to 
his fair nominatio!l that he declined it, and another gentleman was 
taken up and elected. I remember that he told me at the time, that 
he would rather forego an election to any offioe, than there should be 
even a shadow of a doubt as to his fair and honorable nomination. 

Mr. Needham possessed talents and acquirements in such a degree 
that he might have reasonably aspired to any offioe in the gift of the 
people of the State, had he been blessed with ordinary health. For 
fifteen years he battled with disease, and by careful attention to his diet 
and his habits ot life, by his unoonquerable will, and his faith in God, 
prolonged his stay among us several years. As has been justly said of 
him here to-day, he was honest and true and faith.ul in discharging' 
the duties of life. He was higbly honored by the citizens of his 
county and of the State, and the memory of his grand and no~le life 
is a precious inheritance to his family, his friends, and to the State 
whicb he honored and loved so well. 

At 11 o'clock and 45 minutes, Senator Beardsley offered the fol
lowing: 

Rssolve£l, That as a further testimonial of respect for the remains 
of ~enators Matthies and Needham, the Sonate do now adjourn. 

Whioh was unanimously adopted. • 

SENATE CUAKBBB, DBS MOINES, IowA, 
FBBUABY 1, 1870. 

Senate con vened at ten 0 clock, A.. M. 

The President in the Chair. 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Rice. 
Tbe J onrna) of yesterday ~ W88 read and approved. 

lIIlBS8A..GB PROM' THB HOUSB. 

The following message was received from the House. 
Ma. PBB8IDBlIIT-I nerewith return Senate File No. 25, A bill 

lor an act to legalize the sale of indemnity swamp lands aud scrip in 
certain counties, the same having passed the House without amend
ment. 
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