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years, and for six years was a member of the board of township t rus tees ;  
elected representative in  1906, re-elected in 1908 and  1910; was  a repub­
lican in politics. 

An old-time fr iend and neighbor said of h im "indeed he was  a diamond 
in the  rough, all the  brightness of his  nature  slightly concealed by  a 
th in  crust  which only needed a little human suffering to  reveal  i t  i n  
all i ts  beauty." He was found to  be simply honest, t r u t h f u l  and  con­
scientious, tr ibutes of Which h i s  fr iends were proud. 

He passed f rom th i s  life a t  Rochester, Minnesota, on December 21, 
1912, and was buried a t  Sibley, Iowa, on December 24, 1912. 

Resolved, That,  in token of our appreciation of h i s  well spent  life, 
this  brief sketch be spread on the  Journal  of t he  House and  t h a t  t h e  
chief clerk be directed to forward an  engrossed copy of these resolutions 
to the  family of the  decedent. 

D .  C .  STEELSMITH,  

> S .  H .  B A U M A N ,  

W .  P .  D A W S O N ,  

Committee. 

Adopted April 14, 1913. 

HON. HENRY B. MITCHELL. 

MB. SPEAKEB—Your committee appointed to  prepare  resolutions com­
memorating t he  life and work of t he  Honorable H.  B. Mitchell, la te  of 
Fai r f ie ld ,  Iowa, beg leave t o  r epor t  a s  fol lows:  

Hen ry  Blake  Mitchell was  born  in  Claremont ,  New Hampsh i r e ,  o n  
J u l y  5, 1818. H e  w a s  rea red  on a f a rm,  a n d  hav ing  los t  h i s  f a t h e r  
a t  t h e  age  of fou r t een  t h e r e a f t e r  w a s  l e f t  t o  m a k e  h i s  o w n  w a y  in. t h e  
world.  Having  reached t h e  yea r s  of h i s  ma jo r i t y ,  a n d  a t t r a c t e d  by 
t h e  a l lu rements  of t h e  west,  h e  l e f t  h i s  n a t i v e  s t a t e  a n d  journeyed  
by wagon to  Troy, New York,  t h e n  by cana l  t o  Bu f f a lo  across  t h e  
s t a t e  of Ohio, t h e n  down t h e  Ohio r iver  a n d  u p  t h e  Mississippi t o  
Keokuk.  I n  1840 h e  came t o  Je f fe r son  County a n d  located o n  a f a r m  
n e a r  Fa i r f ie ld ,  where  h e  and  h i s  b ro ther ,  Thomas ,  a f t e r w a r d  a pio­
neer  of Po lk  County, bui lded a cabin, t h e  f i r s t  house  wes t  of F a i r ­
field. 

October 26th,  1 847, deceased was  uni ted  i n  m a r r i a g e  t o  Mar i a  
El izabeth Tool in Ja spe r  County. F o r  m o r e  t h a n  sixty y e a r s  t h e s e  
t w o  shared  l i fe ' s  joys and  responsibilities. T o  t h e m  were  b o r n  t e n  
children.  Mrs. Mitchell died abou t  t h r e e  yea r s  be fo re  t h e  d e a t h  of 
Mr. Mitchell. 

Mr. Mitchell w a s  always interested in  s t a t e  and  na t i ona l  a f f a i r s .  
H e  served as  a member n" the  House i "  *he Four th  General Assem-
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bly, being the  f i rs t  Whig ever so chosen, and it is thought  his death 
removes f rom earth the last survivor of the membership of the Fourth 
General Assembly, which Assembly was the  last  to  meet  a t  Iowa City 
before t h e  Capitol was removed to Des Moines. F o r  seventeen years 
h e  was  president of t h e ' F a i r f i e l d  Township School Board. He was 
for  nine years  a m e m b e |  of t he  Jef ferson County Board of Supervisors, 
eight  of which h e  held'-'the place of Chairman. I n  1886 h e  was again 
elected t o  membership in t h e  House of Representatives and was 
elected Temporary Speaker.  

Mr. Mitchell was one of the founders of the Iowa State Agricultural 
Society, which held i ts  f i r s t  two fa i rs  a t  Fairf ie ld.  H e  also helped 
organize the Jefferson County Fa i r  Association and was for fifteen 
years its president. A man  of t h e  highest integrity, h e  was also one 
of t h e  most  useful  men t h e  community, where h is  home was so long, 
ha s  known. ,To those who were less fo r tuna te  t h a n  himself he  was al­
ways a f r iend.  His  counsel was  always sought when good advice was 
needed. H e  passed f r o m  th is  ear th  a t  t h e  home of his  daughter,  
Mrs. U. B. Rogers, a t  Fairfield, Iowa, June  2, 1912. He carried with 
h im the  esteem of every m a n  with whom h e  had transactions of any 
kind, f o r  h e  did his  utmost  to  make  l ife worth living for  those about 
him. 

Resolved, That  t he  House of Representatives directs t ha t  a me­
morial  be  entered on i ts  records, a t tes t ing our  appreciation of the  
man,  and while t h e  mournfu l  fact  is presented to  us  of h i s  departure 
f rom ear th ,  ye t  t he re  is a measure  of gratif ication t h a t  one so well 
deserving our  commendation was so long permitted to  remain to bless 
t he  community and s ta te ;  and  be i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved, Tha t  a copy hereof duly attested be t ransmit ted to  the  
family of t he  departed pioneer. 

S .  A .  P O W E R ,  

J .  T .  H A Z E N ,  

H .  C .  R I N G ,  

Committee. 

Adop ted  A p r i l  l f i ,  101.3. 

HON. DAVID J .  PATTER 

Mi:. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to draf t  resolutions com­
memorating the life, character and public services of the Honorable David 
J .  Pa t tee  of Okobqji, Iowa, a late member of t he  House of Represen­
tatives, begs leave to  report  t he  following memorial :  

David J .  Pattee was born December 22, 183!), in the county of 
Chittenden, s ta te  of Vermont, and died a t  his  summer home a t  Oko-
boji, Iowa, July 19, 1912, a t  the age of seventy-three years. He was 
educated in t he  public schools of Vermont in his native county of 




