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HON. OLIVEB MILLS.

M b . S p e a k e b —Your committee appointed to  d ra ft resolutions upon th e  
life, character and public services of Hon. Oliver Mills, an  honored mem
ber of the Fourteen th  General Assembly, beg leave to  repo rt the follow
ing:

W h e b e a s , Hon. Oliver Mills, a  pioneer se ttle r of sou theastern  and la te r 
of southwestern, Iowa, who was horn in  Trum bull county, Ohio, on the  
2d day of February, 1820, departed th is  life a t  h is home in  Lewis, Iowa, 
on the 6th day of July, 1907, and

W h e b e a s , The unique character of th is  sketch, a t  the age of about th ir ty  
years, removed from  the county of h is b irth  to Denm ark, Lee county, Iowa, 
where he resided for some seven years, when he removed to th e  county of 
Cass where he was destined to  live a long and eventful life, and w here for 
fifty years his life and energies were actively devoted to the  up-building 
of a  great state. In  early life he was a m em ber of the  P resby terian  
church, but the la tte r  p a rt of h is  earthly existence was devoted to h is  
M aster’s cause as a loyal and consistent member of the Congregational de
nomination. He was a  prom inent member of the Masonic fra te rn ity , and 
took a  deep in terest in  all public enterprises and hum an affairs which had 
for the ir object the ennobling of hum an character and th e  betterm ent of 
his fellowman. As an honored member of the  F ourteen th  General As
sembly of th is state, h is  record as a painstaking and wise leg isla tor is an  
open book. In  politics he was a  Republican who looked upon h is  p a rty  
as an instrum ent for the  advancem ent of good governm ent am ong th e  peo
ple. For eight years he was a member of the board of tru stees  of th e  
A gricultural college, during four of which he was its tre a su re r; for th ree  
years he was president of the S tate A gricultural society, and a d irector 
thereof fo.r some tw enty years; was also for m any years presiden t of the  
Cass County F a ir  association; was for three years m ayor of h is home town 
of Lewis, and was the recipient of m any honors official in m inor positions, 
in  all of which he acquitted him self in  all th ings w ith m uch cred it and 
honor. In  1861, there m arched bravely from  the loving home circle of 
th is patriotic citizen and devoted husband and father, th ree  s ta lw art young 
sons, down into the ranks of those who were then  becoming a p a rt of th a t 
greatest of all American conflicts, and for four years did battle  for the 
honor and protection of the united and forever inseparable states. D uring 
all th is  storm y period the faith fu l father and loyal citizen kep t the  fires of 
patriotism  fiercely burning a t home in a thousand different ways. A fter 
the rifted clouds of w ar had sunken away beyond the horizon the energies 
of Oliver Mills began to . extend and expand in all directions and it  is 
notorious th a t no other m an in  his section of th e  s ta te  became m ore 
fam iliar a t th a t tim e w ith the needs of the people of th a t pioneer qu arte r of 
the sta te than  did he. He was ever ready to extend a  helping hand  to 
the newcomer who had “broken home ties” and set out on life’s ocean to 
discover a new land in  which to  bring up a fam ily into a life of usefulness. 
H is memory for nam es and faces of pioneer settlers, and for the m inu test 
details of in teresting  occurrences in  those early  days, w as hard ly  sh o rt of 
marvelous. H is chief in terest in  life was in  the development of the ag ri
cultural resources of h is  county and state. H is closing years were years of
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peace and quiet among his old-time friends and neighbors, all of whom vied 
with each other to do him honor in his declining years; and

W h e b e a s , the life and character of our departed friend are sufficient to 
command the respect and esteem of all who knew him during his long and 
interesting career; therefore he it

Resolved: That we extend to his family and friends our most sincere 
sympathy, and th a t a copy of these resolutions be entered upon the House 
Journal, and an engrossed copy thereof be sent by the Chief Clerk to the 
family of deceased.

C. A. M e r e d i t h ,

E . R . Ze ix e b ,
Cubban  F . Sw if t ,

Committee.
Adopted April 9, 1909.




