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Senator Webber, from a special committee, subm itted the fo l­
lowing report and moved its adoption :

JO S E P H  H . M ERRILL.

M r . P r e s i d e n t —Your committee, appointed to prepare and submit 
resolutions in memory of Joseph H. Merrill of Ottumwa, Wapello 
County, Iowa, beg leave to report as follows:

I t  is but fitting tonight tha t we should pause for a moment to com­
memorate the life work and character of Senator Joseph H. Merrill 
of Ottumwa, who as one of the pioneer law m akers  of Iowa served his 
district in the S tate Senate during the  F ourteen th ,  F if teen th  and Six­
teen th  General Assemblies witih honor to himself  and distinction to 
the state.

Senator Joseph H. Merrill was born in P lymouth, New Hampshire , 
September 27th, 1827, and came to Ottumwa in 1862, where he en­
tered the grocery business a t  a time when O ttum w a was but a th r iv ­
ing village. As a business man he was successful, and when he re­
tired from business ten  years ago he was a t  the  head of the wholesale 
grocery house of J. H. Merrill & Co. of Ottumwa, with  branch  houses 
a t  Creston and Red Oak.

The name of J. H. Merrill was the  synonym for conservative busi­
ness methods and at the time of his death he was president of the 
Iowa National Bank of Ottumwa, the City Savings Bank of Ottumwa, 
and of the Agency Savings Bank of Agency, Iowa, and was one of the 
leading spirits in the  Dain M anufacturing Company and the O ttum w a 
Brick and Construction Company.

He was senior warden in the Trinity Episcopal Church of Ottumwa, 
and was one of the foremost men of the church in Iowa. He had fre­
quently represented' the  Iowa diocese at nat ional meetings.

Senator Merrill was of s tu rdy  New England stock, and as such won 
a place for himself in his adopted state, where be carved his name 
on our western civilization in a  way tha t time can never efface.

To such as him we owe this splendid civilization we call Iowa.

He endeared himself to all who knew him, and the  earnest  prayer, 
“ May his soul rest in peace,’’ rises in precious pleading from every 
heart.

A patriotic citizen, a loving husband and father,  a successful busi­
ness man, a loyal public, servant;  such was Senator Joseph H. Mer­
rill, whom we mourn tonight;  therefore be it

Resolved. That the Senate join with his neighbors and friends in 
sorow and hereby extend to his family its sincere sympathy in their' 
bereavement; be it fu rthe r
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Reso lved , T h a t  a copy of th is  re so lu t io n  be sp read  upon th e  re c ­
ords  of th e  Sena te  and  th a t  a p ro pe r ly  en grossed  copy signed by th e  
P re s id e n t  and  Secre ta ry  be se n t  to th e  b e reaved  family.

•Jo h n  F . W ebber.
L a Moxte Co w i.kr.
F .  A. H kai,i>.

Com m ittee .

The  resolut ions were ad op te d  un an im o u s ly  liy a r i s ing  vote.

S e n a t o r  Arne v ,  f rom a special  commit t ee ,  sub mi t t ed  the  fol­
lowing  repor t  a n d  moved its adopt ion  :

D K I . O S  A R X O I . l l .

J I r .  P uksidext—Your committee, appointed to p re p a re  resolutions 
c o m m e m o ra t in g  the  life, c h a ra c te r  and  public  service of the  Hon. 
Delos A rno ld  of M arshal]  C ounty , la te  a m e m b e r  of th is  Senate ,  beg 
leave to subm it the following report:

Delos A rno ld  w as bo rn  in C henango  County , New York, Ju ly  21, 
1830. He died a t  P asadena ,  C a lifo rn ia ,  A ugust  31, 1909.

H e  w as  edu ca ted  In th e  com m on schools of his na t iv e  s ta te  and  
g ra d u a te d  fro m  th e  A lbany  L aw  School in  1853 and  cam e to Iow a in 
th e  fa l l  of th e  sam e y ea r  a n d  se t t led  in  M arsha l l  County. On th e  
day  of h is  a r r iv a l  he was app o in ted  P ro s e c u t in g  A tto rn ey  of his 
county ,  con tinu in g  in  office fo u r  years .

In 1856 he was elected to  th e  House of th e  Sixth G enera l  A sse”' 
bly f ro m  th e  d is tr ic t  fo rm ed  of th e  coun ties  of Benton, M arshall ar ■ 
T am a .  H e was again  elec ted  to th e  L e g is la tu re  in  1 869 and  served ii 
the House in 1870 from Marshall County, being cha irm an  of the  com­
m i t t e e  on ban k ing .  In  1 87 6 he  w as elec ted  to  th e  Sena te  and  served 
d ur ing  the  Sixteenth, Seventeenth, E igh teen th  and  Nineteenth sessions. 
As cha irm an  of the committee on penitentiaries ,  he introduced the bill 
which became a law providing for the disposing of the labor of convicts. 
In his last session he became ch a irm an  of the committee on appropria­
tions.

D u r in g  his service in th e  L e g is la tu re  he p ro c u re d  th e  passage  of the  
f i rs t  act for es tab l ish ing  w e a th e r  service in Iowa.

Mr. A rno ld  w as one of th e  lead ing  sp ir i t s  in th e  b u i ld ing  of th e  
S ta te  H ouse  a t  Des Moines, an d  was on th e  co m m it tee  au d i t in g  th e  ex­
p e n d i tu re s  of th e  funds  in th e  e rec t ion  of th e  S ta te  H ouse  as a m e m ­
b er  of th e  B oard  of C apito l C om m iss ioners .  The Capito l bu i ld ing  is 
a  m onu m en t to the memory of Delos Arnold and his co-workers on 
the Board of Capitol Commissioners, and today stands as a fitt ing 
tr ib u te  to the high charac te r  of the men who composed t h a t  commis­
sion. In the long debate leading up. to the building of the Capitol


