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selected by h is p a rty  for various honorab le an d  im p o rta n t positions, 
b u t as he belonged to  the  m inority  party , seldom  reached  th e  goal for 
w hich he w as so adm irab ly  fitted. H is life  w as filled w ith  activ ity , 
and  be le ft a  record  th a t  canno t be fo rg o tten  by th e  people of h is 
adopted sta te .

H is successors in  th e  body of w hich he w as an  honored  m em ber, 
desiring  to  place on record th e ir  esteem  and  app recia tion  of h is  hon ­
ored career, hereby

Resolve, T h a t in  the  dea th  of H enry  H offm an Trim ble, th e  s ta te  
has lost one of h e r  honored and usefu l citizens, w ho rendered  g rea t 
and lasting  service to  his s ta te . T h a t he w as a valuab le  leg is la to r in 
the  early  h is to ry  of th e  s ta te , in  its  fo rm ative  period , and  w as dis­
tinguished  by his ab ility , eloquence, and in te g rity  in  public duty.

Resolved, T h a t th e  Senate of the  S tate of Iow a jo in s  w ith h is  neigh ­
bors and friends in  sorrow  and re g re t a t h is  loss, and  hereby  ten d ers  
to the  fam ily its  sincere sym pathy in th is  tim e of bereavem ent.

Be I t  F u r th e r  Resolved, T h a t these  reso lu tions be p rin ted  in  the  
Jo u rn a l of th e  Senate, and th a t  an  engrossed copy, au th en tica ted  by 
the P resid en t and Secretary, be fu rn ished  th e  fam ily.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
E .  P. M c M a n u s ,

C. G. S a u n d e k s ,

J. P . W e b b e b ,
Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Garrett, from a special commmittee, submitted the fol­
lowing report and moved its adoption:

Mr. P resid en t: Y our com m ittee appoin ted  to  d ra f t reso lu tions
com m em orative of th e  life and public services of th e  la te  Sam uel Mc­
N utt, beg leave to subm it th e  follow ing reso lu tio n s an d  recom m end 
th e ir  adoption:

Sam uel M cNutt w as born  in  L ondonderry , Ire lan d , N ovem ber 21, 
1822. His ances try  w as of th a t  Scotch im m ig ration  w hich w en t in to  
Ire land  some tw o and a ha lf cen tu ries ago, and  w hich in  tw o h u n ­
dred years has  fu rn ished  o u r country  w ith  som e of th e  b est people 
th a t have bu ilded  th is  nation . H is ancesto rs w ere d istingu ished  in  
conection w ith  th e  bo rder ch ivalry  of Scotland and  in  th e  events of 
the C ovenanter days. W hen qu ite  sm all, h is  p a re n ts  b ro u g h t h im  to 
America, and m ade th e ir  hom e in th e  S tate  o f D elaw are, w here young 
M cNutt grew  to m anhood. H ere he did the  o rd in ary  w ork  of a fa rm e r’s 
boy, and attended  school. He ea rly  showed ap titu d e  fo r lite ra tu re , fu rn ­
ishing con tribu tions, p artly  poetical, to  lead ing  lite ra ry  pub lications of 
the  tim e, using  th e  ti t le  “A H arm ony Scholboy,” H arm ony being  the  
nam e of th e  school d is tric t w here w as h is hom e. Some of h is produc­
tions had wide c ircu la tion  a t  th e  tim e. G rad u atin g  a t  D elaw are Col­
lege in  1848, he fo r som e years ta u g h t school, and w as for th re e  years 
P residen t o f th e  New C astle County T eachers’ A ssociation. H aving
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meantime read law with the then Secretary of State of Delaware, he 
was in 1851 adm itted to the bar. He then for three years held a 
chair in a college in the State of Mississippi. In 1854, he came to 
Muscatine, Iowa, and bought himself a farm. Not long after coming 
to Iowa he was principal in one of the  schools of Muscatine. His 
journalistict train ing  led him back to  newspaper work and he was 
for a year or two editor of the Muscatine Enquirer, a t the tim e a 
journal of much prominence in the state. In 1857, he became asso­
ciated w ith Jospeh B. Dorr (afterw ards Colonel of the Eighth Iowa 
Cavalry) in the editorial work of the  Dubuque Express and Herald, 
then the leading Democratic paper in the  state. When the war began, 
Mr. McNutt announced himself as strongly in favor of the most vigor­
ous measures for suppressing the rebellion. In th a t'in te res t, he pub­
lished for a short time a paper known as the Daily Evening Union, 
at Dubuque. Subsequently he was for a brief period one of the editors 
of the Dubuque Times. R eturning to the County of Muscatine in 
1862, he was the next year elected by the Republicans of the County 
to the House of Representatives and was twice re-elected. In th a t 
body he was urgent for legislative control of railroads and introduced 
bills looking in  tha t direction. He was chosen to the Senate in 1869, 
serving through the Thirteenth and Fourteenth  General Assemblies, 
the la tte r of which enacted the Code of 1873, in which Mr. McNutt 
took an active part. He was a safe and sagacious legislator and an 
earnest advocate of what he thought to be right. Later in life he was 
appointed by President Harrison Consul to Maracaibo, Venezuela.

April 14, 1857, he was united in m arriage with Anna Lucas, a niece 
of Robert Lucas, twice Governor of Ohio, .and afterw ards Governor of 
the T erritory of Iowa. To this union were born three sons: Dr. Rob­
ert S. of Muscatine; W. L., now of Ord, Nebraska, and S. B. McNutt.

It has been well said of him th a t ju s t prior to  the war, during tha t 
convulsion, and after it for some years he was one of the men most 
talked of in Iowa. Throughout all the active years of his useful life 
he was more or less prom inent in the history of our state. He con­
tinued in vigorous health until w ithin a few weeks of his decease, 
which event occurred on the morning of January  10, 1911. He was 
much interested in the work of the Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association.

Resolved, by the Senate, T hat in the death of Honorable Samuel 
McNutt the sta te  has lost one of her most useful and honored citizens, 
the memory of whose life and service will long rem ain with all.

That the  Senate extends to his family its sincere sympathy.
Resolved, T hat these resolutions be printed in the Journal and a 

copy thereof engrossed and duly authenticated by the President and 
Secretary of the Senate be presented to his family.

A. M. G a r b e t t ,

H .  R .  C h a p m a n ,
R o b e r t  H u n t e r ,

Committee.
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Senator Garrett, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke as 
follows:

Mr. President: In these days of increasing varie ties of p u rsu its  and
increasing complexities, the lives of the good and strong of character are 
an inspiration  to all of us.

Of those who have left th e ir  m ark  upon the pages of our s ta te ’s h isto ry  
there are  few who have set a  higher standard  th a n  Samuel McNutt.

He was of the plain people, believing in the d ignity  of tru e  manhood, 
devotion and loyalty to his home, h is friends, and his country.

To these he gave the full m easure of life’s service.
The world is richer because of h is faith fu l life.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Senator Jewell from a Special Committee submitted the follow­
ing report and moved its adopton:

W hereas, Since th e  la s t session of th e  G eneral A ssem bly, M artin  
N. Johnson, fo rm erly  a  m em ber of th is  body, has departed  th is  life, 
now be it

Resolved, T h a t th e re fo re  th is  tr ib u te  be offered to  h is m em ory:
M artin  Nelson Johnson  w as born  in  R acine county, W is., M arch 3, 

1850; he died a t  F argo , N. D., O ctober 21, 1909. W hen ye t in  h is  
infancy, he w as tak en  by h is fa th e r  to  th e  fam ily ’s new  hom e in  W in­
neshiek  county, Iowa. In  due tim e young Jo hnson  en tered  th e  S ta te  
U niversity, g rad u a tin g  in  1873. H e w as fo r a  sh o rt tim e a f te r  h is  
g rad u a tio n  in s tru c to r in  th e  C alifornia M ilita ry  Academ y a t  O akland. 
R e tu rn in g  to  Iowa he was ad m itted  to  th e  b a r  in  1876. H e had  ju s t  
been chosen a m em ber of th e  H ouse of R ep resen ta tives from  h is hom e 
county. In th a t  body he was m ade cha irm an  of th e  C om m ittee on th e  
S tate L ibrary . In 187 7 he w as elected a  m em ber of th e  S ta te  Senate, 
being in th a t  body when th e  p roh ib ito ry  am endm en t to  th e  C onstitu ­
tion  w as adopted  fo r subm ission to  th e  nex t G eneral A ssem bly, and  
supported  th a t  m easure. In  1880 he w as ch a irm an  in  th e  sam e com­
m ittee in  the  Senate. W hile a S enato r he secured th e  adop tion  of 
s ta tu to ry  provision un d er w hich persons apply ing  for o p p o rtu n ity  to 
teach special sub jects a re  allow ed to  ta k e  exam ination  for such spe­
cialty w ithou t being requ ired  to ta k e  a genera l exam ination . In  1876 
Mr. Johnson  was an elector fo r P re s id en t and  Vice P resid en t, casting  
his vote fo r H ayes arid W heeler. In  1884 he rem oved to  th e  te rr ito ry  
of D akota, and th e re  en tered  the  land w hich w as h is  hom e to  th e  last. 
He was prosecuting  a tto rn ey  for a couple of years, and  w as p resid en t 
of the  body th a t  d rafted  the  C onstitu tion  of th e  S tate  of N orth  D akota. 
In th is  convention he reso lu tely  contended ag a in s t a b icarm era l leg is­
la tu re , m ak ing  a strong  ligh t fo r a le g is la tu re  w ith  only one house, 
citing  as precedent m any o th e r s ta te s  an d  countries, inc lud ing  th a t  of 
his ancestors, Norway. The convention, how ever, adopted th e  p lan  
of a  leg is la tu re  w ith  two bodies. W hen the  first leg is la tu re  m et Mr.


