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The special order for the hour being the resolut.ions relative to the 
death of Senator T. C. McCall, a member of the Senate of the Twenty
fourth General Assembly. 

On motion of Senator Boardman, the following resolutions were 
read: 

WUEREAS, Hon. T. C. McCall, late Senator from the Thirty-first Senatorial 
District, died at his home in Nevada, Iowa, August 11, 1892, and 

WUEREAS. The character and public service of the deceased are worthy ofpob
lic recognition, therefore. 

Resolved, That it is with sincere regret that this body learns of the death of 
Senator McCall. and we desire to express our appreciation of his high moral char
acter, his integrity Rnd honesty of purpose. and his valuable serV[(~eB 8S an honored 
member of this body. 

Rcsolred. 'J hat for ourselves and the Senate, we express to his family oor most 
sincere sympathy in the 10Fs of a devoted husband and kind parent. 

RtslJlred, That these resolutions be entered on the journal of the Senate, and 
the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to send an engrossed copy to Mrs. Th08. 
C. McCall, widow, and to the children of the late Senator. 

In moving the adoption of the resolutions 

SENATOR H.C.BOARDMAN, 

of the Tbirty-first District, sp:>ke as follows: 

H. C. BOARDMAN, 

GEORGE L. FINN, 

T. B. PERRY, 

Committee. 

This being the time set apart that the members of this body may 
pay tribute to the memory of the late Senator McCall, I desire on 
behalf of the Thirty-first Senatorial District., and especially of Story 
connty, to voice the thanks of the people of that district to this 
body, for this memorial anrl tribute to the deceased Senator. r; I realize that nothing I Celn say will add to the high esteem and 
rpspect in which he was held by all in his own home and by his large 
circle of friends and acquamtances in the State, but on an llccasinn 
like this, although sad in itself. 1 considt'r it a pleasure, after fourteen 
year's personal acquaintance with the deceased, to ('xpre~s my own 
appreciation of his high character and qualitit'!! which made him an 
example as a citizen, legi8lator, and Christ.ian man. 

Hon. Thomas Clifton McCall. late a member of this Senate from 
the Thirty-first district. was born in HOBS county, Ohio. Septembt'r 
4th, 1827. and was at the time of his deat.h, which occurred August 
11th, ]892. in his 65th year. He was the w(lrthy descendant of 
patriotic ancestors. His paternal grandfather, Samuel McCall, was 
a faithful soldier in the revolut.iol1ary war, in which his mother's 
father also fonght with distinction under Gen. Nathaniel Gret'n. 
nis father, Samuel W. McCall. was a soldier in the war of ]812, 
receivinp: honorable wounds in the battle of McQuaggy, at about the 
time of Hull's surrender. 

111 1836 his father left Ohio and settled in Clinton county, Illinois, 
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where the family made their home for ten years. DGring this time 
young Mr. McCall was engaged in doing work upon the farm and in 
acquiring a good common school education. 

In 1846 Mr. McCall, then a young man of nineteen, came with his 
father to Polk county, Iowa, and was engaged for some time in teach
ing school and is said to haYe conducted the first school eVp.f taught 
in this county east of the Des Moines river. 

In 1851 he opened a mercantile establishment at Lafayette in part
nE'rship with A. Y. Hull. Three years later be became the pioneer 
merchant of Rising Sun. 

In 1858 he removed to Nevada, Story county, which place con
tinued to be his home until the time of his death. He began dealing 
in real estate and this continued to be his business until he entered 
the Union army. . 

Mr. McCall always took a deep and earnest interest in public 
afi'airs, and his general illtelligencp, business ability, and worth as a 
citizen soon made him a lE'ader in the communit.y where he lived. 
Acrordingly he was elected in 1861 a member of the House in the 
Ninth Genf'ral Assembly, in which body he took his seat and served 
with signal ability during the reg-ular and f'xtra sessions of 1862. 

When the storm of civil war' burst forth, and brave men were ral
lying to the deft'nse of country and flag, Mr. McCall, true to the 
example of a patriotic ancestor. volunteered his service to his coun
try. In October. 1862, he was sent to the front a quartermaster of 
the Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, with the commission of lieuten
ant, and on March 22d, 1864. received from President Lincoln the 
appointment as Assistant Quartermaster-General, with the rank of 
Captain, in which capllcity he served until Novf'mbor 27, 1865. 

Returning to Nevada he again engaged in the real estate business, 
and continued to do his share as a citi".en for the up-building materi
ally, socially, and educationally, of his town and county. 

In 1881 he was nominated by acclamation by the republican county 
convention to represf'nt his county in the Ipgislature. He was elected 
and re-elected in 1883, thus serving in the Nineteenth and Twentieth 
GeJ1f'ral Assemblies. 

In 1891 he was nominated by the rE"publican Senatorial convention 
L'I a candidatp for the State SE'lIate from the thirty-first senatorial 
district consistin~ of Story alld Boone counties. He was elected by a 
very large majority. He sl!rved his constituents as a senator faithfully 
and Wt'll ill the Twenty-fourth Gt'neral ASRt'mbly. During this last 
term of service it became evident to his friends. as it was undoubtedly 
felt by him, that his physical powers were declining; yet he stood 
nobly and uncomplaining at his post of duty and few senators were 
more prompt in tite discharge of thE"ir duties than he. 

Hi:! course as a lE"gislator is marked by a sincere devotion to the 
common pf'ople. III private and ill public he was near to them. 
They trusted him and he never betrayed that trust. 

A republican in principle and conviction he was necessarily a par
tisan, but in his adherence to party he was fair and honorable and 
had the respect and friendship of political friends and opponents 
alike. Aggressive in debate and in defense of his party faith he never 
wounded hy harsh invectives or bitter sarcasm. 
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Religiously he was an earnest and consistent member of the Pres
byterian church and socially a member of the I. O. O. F. and G. A. R. 

As a man and a neighbor he was held in the very highest esteem. 
He was an example of kindness, generosity and fair dealing. In all 
his extensive business relations he so conducted his aifllirs and was so 
just in his dealings, that no one ever complained of being wronged. 

As the head of a family he was exceptionally kind and indulgent. 
Always providing for the welfare and comfort of those depending on 
him. 

While the State has lost an able legislator, and his neighbors and 
friellds a safe counsellor and good citizen, his widow and children 
mourn a greater loss. that of a noble, generous, tender husband and 
father. 

SENATOR WH. GRONEWEG, . 

of the Nineteenth District, in seconding the motion of Senator 
Boardman, spoke as follows: 

MR. PRESIDENT-I desire to second the resolution. H is with 
minglt'd sadness and plea!'lure that I refer to the io!'ls of our esteemed 
and beloved colleague. It is with sadness and grief that we deplore 
his death and the los.~ of his wi.Re and timely counsel. his sound and 
able judgment, which he always displayed when taking an active part 
in the deliberations upon this floor. And it is with plea.llure that we 
look back to those days when he was among us, and recall his mild, 
pleasant face, and his courteous and affable manner with which he 
uniformly treated his associates. 

My personal acquaintance with the late Senator McCall wall short. 
In fact it was limited to the se!'lsi.on of the Twenty-fourth General 
Assembly; but even those few weeks wl're sufficient for me to study 
his character and to discover his sterling virtues. and to learn to 
appreciate Rnd to esteem him. 

During this session it. was my good fortune t,hat I had t.he honor 
and pleallllre to serve on one of the leading committee~ of the Senate 
with him, and thereby coming in close contact., it gave me abundant 
opportuuities to observe and study his manner ill handling the public 
business, and I am frank to say that a more earnest. faithful and con
scientious public servant I never saw during my limited legislative 
experience. 

Wbenever the public mterest or that of his constituents of his dis
trict was at stake, he was up to the emergency, ever ready to do battle 
for the common welfare of our state and his district in particular, and 
really he ff>ndered more service than his delicate and feeble physical 
strength permitted. 

It was plain to everyone who observed Senator McCall during the 
session of the last General A!I!'Iembly, that he had passed the mile 
stone 011 the summit of the hill long ago and that his de8cent was 
slow but sure towards the dark river which he was so much sooner to 
cross into that country from which no traveler returns than his 
friends had anticipated. 

But. Mr. Presidpnt, wben the angel of death knocks at the door of 
life, he questions not the hour of convenience, nor the day of oppor
tunity. nor year of usefulness; the infant in his cradle; the youth 
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attendin~ to his studies at school, trying to fit himself for the futm-e 
walks of life; the young man, strong, nealth], vigorous, just Rtriking 
out into the world, and to all appearance ready to conquer it; the man 
in middle age who has been and is battling with the waves of fortune, 
forth and back, with varied success; and then the man of mature age, 
who can look back either with fondness or despair; all are alike to 
him, and all have to obE'Y his summons. Let UR sympathize with the 
bereaved family, and. fellow senators, let us keep a warm place in our 
hearts for the memory of the late senator from Story, and let us honor 
and try to emulate his virtues. 

'! Peace be to bis asbes." 

SENATOR A. B. FUNK, 
of the Forty-seventh district. spoke as follows: 

MR. PRE3LDENr-I. too, w,>uU brin~ flow~r.i to the bier of my 
lamented fri~nd, the sainted Senator McCall. When he "ntered the 
Twenty-fourth General Assembly we were unacquainted, but "re long 
I recognized his sterling worth. and I prized his friendship very 
dearly. He never did anyt.hing for effect. Be never endeavored to 
impress the senate or the reporters with his statesmanship. Self
seeking had part nor lot in his legislative career. In his own strong, 
brave way, he served the people of hiS district and State, never spar
ing himself when the call of duty came. He fairly won titles and 
.honors and possessioni, which are bequeathed to his loving family, 
but the riche,;t legacy left by Tllom>&s McCall is the memory of noble 
d2ed." and evidences of stalwart manhood. All honor to his memory. 

SEN ATOR T. B. PERRY, 

of the Fifteenth district, spoke as follows: 
MR. PRESIDENT-I desire to add a few words to what has alreadv 

been said. 1 had the plpasure of a short but plE'asant acqnaintance 
with the deceased. We lamE'nt the death of a citizen as we may know 
the excellence of his charactE'r. One of the hi~hest traits in man is 
his admiration of goodnes.'i ill others. Senator T. C. McCall was a 
good man, and we all mourn his 10!4s. 

He was of the old school of public men, dignified yet kind .and 
courteous to all; the soul of honor. Conciliatory and charitable 
toward others, yeL he was fearless and full of courage. His native 
good judgment, culture and ex:p~rience acquired from a long and 
active public career made him a wise anrl able legislator. His coun
sels were often sought and cheerfully ~iven. His great kindness and 
many excellent qualities of head and 11eart rendered him belovpd by 
all. Thus may we emulate thp examph~ of so good a man. alld long 
eheri.~h his memory, as the soul is at rest. Peace be unto his ashes. 

SENATOR A. J. CHANTRY, 

of the Eighth district, spoke as follows: 
MB. PRESIDENT-While listening to' eloquent words of affection 

spoken in sadness. of the high character of the late Senator McCall, 
I have been peculiarly reminded of the feeling of sadness that came 
over me on the receipt of the intelligence of his passing away. 
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His long, faithful and eminent public service-his fidelity to every 
trust, his patriotic devotion to his country's flag, his warm-hearted 
friendship with which he illl'!pired confidence and good cheer-consti
tute the 1l''.'I"P and the woof of that high type of citizenship that is 
the crowmng honor of our stateI'!. 

As may be seen from his Senat,orial record. he became a citizen of 
Iowa the first year after her bright star had been emblazoned on the 
blue field of the sisterhood of states. 

If it be true that the most precious and rel'!plendf'nt jewels of a 
commonwealt.h are those of its children who have honored its origin. 
illumined its pathway and added luster to its fame. We may 
justly claim a place· in the sacred shrine for our colleague and 
friend. The active portion of hi~ life was contemporaneous with 
the rapid transition of our State from the condition of a sparsely set
tled territory to that of a populous, powerful and almost imperial 
common wealt.h. 

With t,he pride of a noble and fearless manhood, Captain McCall 
done his part to place in Iowa's proud history the page that tells of 
deeds of daring and heroism of her soldiers. He deservf'd and 
enjoyed the fullest confidence of his f~llow citizens whom he had the 
honor to represent faithfully and ably in both branches of the legi81a
ture of his State. But as the mantlp. of years fell upon him, with 
their weight-rich with experience-but enfeebled with age, it became 
obvious to his friends and to himself-that he was deRcending into the 
valley through which flows that mythical river. the mortal shore-line. 
of which, is always enshrouded in clouds and gloom and upon the 
bankR of which stanrls the charnel hOllse of mortality; and now, Mr. 
President, during these sacred moments of this memorial hour, may 
we not almost indulge in the imagi'Jation that as ollr friend and late 
colleague crosses the threshold and i>l lost to view, we stand for the 
moment very near to those whose stricl<en hearts have felt a dearer 
grief than we may know-whose hands in affection have smoothed 
down the !;ick man's pillow and trimmed the midnight lamp and in 
affection we say trusted citizen-noble friend-honored Senator,jlpace 
be with thee. and in the more endearing kinship of comradeshp
comrade, farewell. 

PRESIDENT w. s. DUNGAN 
Spoke as follows: 

SENATORS-If it be proper for me from my seat to add a word to 
what has been said by senators, I wOllld be pleased to do so. Most of 
those who have spoken have !'aid that their acquaintance wit,h the 
late Senator McCall was of but limited duration. I have had the 
great pleasure of an intimate acquaintance with him for over thirty 
years, and I regarded him as one of my warmest friends in this State. 
To know him wa!; to love him. 'fhat ~ellial smile, which always 
greeted his friends, was but the reflection of a purl' and generous 
nature within. The deceased senator was indeed a model citizen and 
soldier and statesman, aud worthy the encomiums passed upon him 
by the senators who have spoken. 
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SENATOR. E 1I. REYNOLDS, 

of the Third district, spoke as follr.ws: 

135 

MR. PRESlDENT-I fepl that it is my duty to second the resolutions 
of the committee and add something to the memory of one that I 
knew so well. My acquaintance with the Hon. T. C. McCall began 
with the opl'ning of the Nineteenth General Assembly-the last ses
sion held in the old Capitol building. Our seab! were very near each 
other, almost in whispering distance. He occupied a seat with the 
Hon. Chas. Aldrich, the member from Hamilton connty. I remember 
well the member from Story. He wa.~ very considerate of the rights 
and interest.~ of the new and younger members. 

He was always ready and willing to assist anyone and never spared 
any pains to help a young and inexperienced member along. I feel 
that not a single living member of the House of the Nineteenth Gen
eral As.crembly has forgotten the member from Story. and were they 
here to-day would bear me out in what I say in praise of him. He 
oossessed to a high degree, firmness of purpose and what is termed 
tevel-headedness. He never became rattled under any circumstances. 
1 remember one day during a high wind, it was thought the old build
ing would be wrecked, and while all was excitement the member from 
Story was, to all appearance, entirely unconcerned. 

Another time a boy came in hurriedly and was directed to Mr. 
McCall's Reat and handed him a telegram. The member from Story 
was seen to whisper a few word", to the gentleman on his right and 
deliberately leave the chamber. It afterward transpired that hiS 
office was being consumed by fire. He was deliberate in all things; 
was never excited-always in full control of himself. His judgment 
never appeared to be at fault. I never knew him to take a position 
which he receded from. While he was firm he was not in the least 
overbearing. 

He was always ready to yield to reason; however, I am confident 
that he would rather have suff~red any pecuniary loss than to have 
enriched himself at the expense of the State. He was never mixed up 
in any job. He was the last man any lobbyist would think of 
approaching to secure his vote for the passage of a bad bill. He was 
quick to detect ('ven the semblance of jobbery, no odds how cunllin~ly 
d·sguised. He was not given to much !'Ipeaking, he was rarely on nis 
feet in debate, but was nevertheless always ready to say the right 
word at the right timf>, and succeeded in impressing everybody with 
the idea that he was industrious anrl always on the alert. He enjoyed 
the respect of all his colleagues. The members of this body who had 
the honor of his acquaintance during the last session of the General 
Assembly, remember him as a feeble, aged man, but his weakness was 
not of mi lld nor head. 

We all remember that he vigorously defended and supported his 
measures, and what he oppo!'led he oppos('d as strongly as many a man 
of double his strength or half his years. 

Twel ve years ago although his head was white his form was erect 
and voice strong and clear. Those who knew him then, and noticed 
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him two years ago, 'could not help but realize what a few years can do 
for us all. My former acquaintance with him caused us to become 
very intimate the last session. We boarded at the same house, con
sequently met often. He was always genial, although suffering con
stantly he was never anything but pleasant and eheerful, never com
plained. He was fully aware that his end was near, and more than 
once expressed a doubt of ever returning to the Senate. I know 
nothing of his last hours on earth, but I am confident that he con
tinued to the last the uncomplaining gentleman. 

I understand that his untiring zeal in pursuit of his business was 
rewarded with a fair share of this world's goods; that he was 
always willing to share freely with the needy. I cannot better close 
these short remarks than by saying that I loved him. 

Senator Boardman moved that the resolutions be adopted by a 
rising vote of the Senate, and the President expressed his great pleas
ure in being able to announce that the resolutions were unanimously 
adopted. 
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