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the Jou rna l of the Senate and th a t the secretary  be directed to send an 
engrossed copy thereof to the fam ily  of the deceased.

L l o y d  E l l is  
J . L . B r o o k h a r t  
H a r r y  C. W h i t e

Com m ittee .

Senator Ellis spoke in p a r t  as fo llow s:

M r . P r e s i d e n t , S e n a t o r s  and F r i e n d s : I t  is a delight to me indeed
to be able to stand  here in th is  body ton igh t and say  ju s t a w ord fu r th e r  
than  the resolution in the memory of one whom you all knew and whom 
you all esteemed and honored.

Senator W ilson belonged to th a t  g rea t com pany of men and women 
who have helped to make h isto ry  in th is  country. He belonged to  th a t  
hea rty  Scotch ancestry  who m igra ted  to th is  country, established th e ir  
homes, w ent to work, and carved out fo r them selves a place in  th e  life 
of the com munities w here they resided. W hen he came w ith  h is p a re n ts  
to Appanoose county they w ere a humble folk. H is fa th e r  en tered  into 
the m ining industry  of Appanoose county. The S enator him self as a 
small boy began to w ork in the m ines and became associated w ith  his 
fa th e r  in th a t  type of work. He w as not satisfied, however, to confine 
himself fo r life to th a t industry .

He w ent th rough  common school in the tow n of Centerville, w ent to 
college, studied law  under the direction of one of the esteemed law yers 
of the city of Centerville, was adm itted  to the bar, and was an  honor 
to th a t profession during  all the  tim e th a t  he resided there.

Senator W ilson was a m an who w as always ready  to render a  service to 
his associates, always ready  to render a service to any  individual.

I t  has been noted in th is  resolution th a t S enator W ilson w as a born 
politician. My earliest recollection of the S enator as a young m an w as 
th a t  he had a g rea t fund of pep, he w as a fine ta lk e r, good in repartee , 
good in argum ent.

I  feel th a t in the untim ely death  of Senator W ilson we m ust all agree 
th a t the com m unity of Centerville and Appanoose county lost a valuable 
citizen. I  th ink  th a t we m ust recognize th a t the  s ta te  of Iowa lost a m an 
of g rea t value to it.

The resolution was unanim ously adopted by a rising  vote.

D. A. LYONS

M r . P r e s i d e n t : Your com m ittee appointed to p rep are  resolutions com­
m em orating the life, character, and services of D. A. Lyons, la te  of 
Cresco, H ow ard county, Iowa, begs leave to subm it th e  following re p o r t: 

D. A. Lyons was born Septem ber 8, 1851, in Chicago, 111., his p a re n ts  
being natives of County W aterfo rd , Ire land , w here they  w ere rea red  and 
m arried. They em igrated to the U nited S tates in 1847, and moved w est­
w ard to Iowa in 1868. He w as reared  upon the home fa rm  purchased  a t 
th a t tim e in B u rr  Oak tow nship, W inneshiek county. He acquired h is
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early  education in the graded schools of th a t  township. On atta in ing  
his m ajority , he represented  an implement firm of Cresco as a traveling  
salesm an in th e ir  te rr ito ry  fo r a  period of seven years. In  1879 he es­
tablished an im plem ent business of his own in Cresco, which he conducted 
successfully fo r th irty-one years. In  1910 he re tired  to give personal 
supervision to the upbuilding and m anagem ent of his fa rm s in Howard 
and W inneshiek counties.

The close relationship  of the im plem ent business, in which Mr. Lyons 
w as engaged so m any years, to the ag ricu ltu ra l development of the coun­
t r y  adjacent to Cresco, and his la te r  activities, have recorded his name 
indelibly as one of the prominent, and constructive builders of the com­
m unity. H is life ’s record of service and accom plishm ents m ay well serve 
as an  example to budding generations. H is political allegiance was w ith 
the dem ocratic party . He served as M ayor of Cresco fo r four years. In 
1897 he w as elected to the office of S ta te  Senator, his d is tric t com prising 
two counties which carried  a t  th a t tim e a norm al republican m ajority  of 
tw enty-four hundred. He w as re-elected fo r two succeeding term s, a fac t 
which stands as an unm istakable proof of his capability  and devotion to 
the w elfare of both com munity and commonwealth.

Through his senatorial service he thus le ft the im press of his indi­
v iduality  upon the h isto ry  of Iowa as a member of the S tate  Senate du r­
ing  the Tw enty-seventh, Tw enty-eighth, Tw enty-ninth, T hirtie th  and 
T h irty -first sessions of the General Assembly.' H is influence in public a f ­
fa irs , heightened by his ou tstanding  personality , has been a potent one 
and the resu lts  of his labors have been f a r  reach ing  and beneficial. He 
w as a sta tesm an of broad views and high principles.

M r. Lyons passed to his rew ard  on M arch 24, 1925, survived by his 
wife, two daugh ters and four sons and th e ir  im m ediate families. H is 
death  was deeply reg retted  by a large circle of relatives and friends. 
They knew him but to love and honor him. They will revere his memory 
and hold him  forever in th e ir  hearts.

Now , Therefore, Be I t  Resolved  By the Senate of the F orty-first Gen­
era l Assembly of Iowa, th a t  in the death of D. A. Lyons the sta te  and 
the com m unity w here he lived have suffered the loss of an influential 
and honorable citizen; and

Be I t  F u rth er Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be spread upon 
the Jo u rn al of the Senate and th a t the secreta ry  of the Senate be di­
rected to send an engrossed copy thereof to the fam ily  of the deceased.

C a r l  W . R e e d  
B. J .  H o r c h e m  
H .  C . W h i t e

Committee.

Senator Horchem spoke in part as follows:
M r . P r e s id e n t  : I  did not know Senator Lyons personally, only through 

w hat I have read  and heard  about him, and the short interview  I had 
w ith S enator Reed today.

Senator Lyons w as a  man m ost needed. He had the qualities th a t 
really  create community sp irit, and th a t  m ake fo r g rea te r things, and lift 
the general public upw ard and forw ard.


