
1606 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

spirit. I knew him only in his old age and was always inspired by his 
keen interest in public affairs and his plain, fatherly advice. During 
his long life in Delaware county he has seen many changes and always 
was willing to take a hand in the development of his community. He 
was one of whom it may be said-to know him was to love him, and his 
many friends will miss his kindly greeting, his cheerful smile and hearty 
cooperation for all that was good. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

w. R. LEWIS 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee which wasl appointed to report reso
lutions commemorating the life, character and services of the late W. R. 
Lewis, beg leave to submit the following report and move its adoption: 

W. R. Lewis was born October 12, 1835, in Muskingum county, Ohio, 
and died at his home in Montezuma, Iowa, January 23, 1927. His parents 
were John M. and Louisa A. (Ramey) Lewis. He was the oldest of 
ten children. He worked in a general merchandise store for his father 
until in 1856 when he came west as far as Peoria county, Illinois; the 
following year he moved to Montezuma, Iowa, where he resided for sev
enty years. In 1865 he was married to Mary E. Cutts and their married 
life continued happily until her death in 1893. He was admitted to 
practice law in this state in the year 1866, and f9110wed his chosen pro
fession (except when holding public office) until his death. 

Early in his life at Montezuma, he united with the Presbyteri"an church 
and was a regular attendant at church services all his life, until·the last 
few weeks when the frailties of age denied him that privilege. During 
his membership of that church, he held every office of the church open 
to laymen. 

His public life began soon after his arrival in Montezuma, when he be
Cl'me the editor of the only paper in t~e town at that time, the Montezuma 
Republican, which he edited during Itle year 1857. Later he was elected 
superintendent of the schools at Montezuma and continued in such office 
until 1861 when he was elected county superintendent of schools of Powe
shiek county, which office he resigned in 1862 to become clerk of the 
district court of Poweshiek county and that office he held for one term. 
During his early life at one time or another he was either appointed or 
elected to every office in Poweshiek county except that of sheriff. From 
1866 to 1880 he was actively engaged in the practice of law. He erec~ 
the first electric light plant in Montezuma, and was interested in light 
plants at Centerville, Iowa, and other citie~ about the same time. He 
surveyed the railroad from Grinnell to Montezuma when it was estab
l:shed. In 1880 he was elected judge of the circuit court of his circuit 
and continued to serve as circuit and district judge when the circuit 
court was abolished, until 1890 when he resumed the practice of law. 
In 1897 he was elected Senator for the Twelfth Senatorial District con
sisting of Keokuk and Poweshiek counties and served his constituents 
faithfully during his term of office. 

Judge Lewis was one of the pioneers of the county, one who was present 
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at the beginnings, and it fell to him in a large measure to plan the 
means and devise the ways for the government of the county in the various 
public offices which he held. The plans and methods in office which he 
devised were found to be·good anlwere followed with the necessary modi
fications as to changing conditions by his successors. Throughout his 
whole life he was at all times a perfect gentleman, genial, pleasant, even
tempered, generous, kindhearted, devoted to his family, his friends and 
his neighbors. In his conduct in all public business and in the pursuit of 
his profession, his ideal was to serve. 

Whereas, His record as a man, public servant and citizen has been 
of the highest order. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the Senate express its highest regard 
for the sterling character of W. R. Lewis, and appreciation for the serv
ice he has rendered and do adopt this memorial in the name of the people 
of the state of Iowa as a tribute to his name and memory. 

Be It Further Resolved, That this resolution be spread upon the records 
of the Senate. 

F. M. BEATTY, 
C. F. JOHNSTON, 
W. G. HASKELL, 

Committee. 

Senat()r Beatty spoke as follows: 

MR. PRESIDENT, SENATORS: It was my good fortune to become ac
quainted with Judge Lewis early in my practice as a lawyer. He was 
the Nestor of our district bar. Coming to Montezuma when a young 
man, Judge Lewis resided there for seventy years--always public spirited 
he served Poweshiek in every county office except that of sheriff. He 
sE'rved with distinction and ability as judge of the circuit court and dis
trict court. During the Twenty-seventh and Twenty-eighth General 
Assemblies he represented the people of his district and of the state in 
this Senate. Not only was Judge Lewis a servant to his fellow citizens 
while in public office, his everyday life was a continuous service to the 
many whom he daily met. Always kind and considerate, always thought
ful and generous, I realize how poor a vehicle and how inadequate are 
words to convey tribute to the life work of him whose memory we honor. 
His life of ninety-one useful years truly exemplifies the lines of a verse 
I now recall: 

"I live for those who love me, 
Whose hearts are kind and true; 

For the heaven that smiles above me, 
And awaits my coming, too." 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising votc. 
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