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Resolved  T hat the Senate of the S tate of Iowa joins w ith his neigh­
bors and friends in sorrow and regret and hereby tenders to his family 
its  sincere sym pathy in th is  tim e of g reat bereavement.

Be it Further Resolved, T hat these resolutions he printed in the Jour­
nal of the Senate and th a t an engrossed copy authenticated by the Presi­
dent and Secretary to he sent to the widow and family of the deceased.

R o b e r t  H u n t e b ,
C. C. D o w e l l ,
J. U. S a m m i s ,

Committee.
Adopted.

Senator Hunter in moving the adoption of the resolutions spoke 
as follows:

Mk. P r e s id e n t —On moving the adoption of the resolutions I wish to 
say a few words concerning our departed friend. I t  was my good fortune 
to have known Senator Lawrence for nearly a quarte r of a century. Dur­
ing all of my acuaintances w ith him he was always the same congenial 
Joe Lawrence; courteous, dignified and manly.

Some m ight say he belonged to an aristocracy hut if so his was an 
aristocracy of a splendid intellect, high ideals and a warm and sympa­
thetic heart.

He was ever ready to help the needy in d istress w ithout public show or 
ostentation. He was always willing to give of h is splendid abilities, his 
ta len ts and his energy for the uplifting of all hum anity, rich or poor.

He was the prince of orators and his dignified, knightly  hearing was 
eloquent of his m anly character.

W ith many of the idle diversions of life he had little  to do. He could 
absorb himself and the activities of his fertile m ind in  the m idst of his 
splendid lib rary  in  the study of nature and in lofty contemplation. To 
him  such things were both work and recreation.

We come today and stand by the new made tomb of our honored 
and lamented brother and co-worker and lay upon his grave the flower 
of our appreciation.

As we thus stand on the brink of the dark  and trackless valley into 
which a fellow traveller has disappeared, and we are unable to call back 
from  its  depths either the form or voice of him  who has entered through 
its  only portal—an entrance impossible to us in life—bereavement can 
do hut little  more or better than  draw the m antle of sorrow more closely 
about her and bow the head in silence.

No words can call hack our dead; no words drive away bereavement. 
I t  is, however, a  potent faculty and a beautiful element in human nature 
which prom pts and enables us to keep alive our dead, by the marvelous 
and blessed power of memory.

So we tu rn  from the forbidding darkness of death to the light and 
beauty of the ir remembered life.

As we thus contemplate the virtues of our departed friend he still 
lives and dwells w ith  us in  m ighty influence. As unseen and unheard the 
m arvelous laws and forces of natu re  teach the flowrer how to grow—the
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lilly and the rose how to take up out of the soil and m ire of ea rth —the 
elements of color and form and weave them  into such exquisit beauty and 
fragrance so the gentle, unseen bu t powerful influences of the splendid 
lofty characters of our departed friends teach us—the divine element 
w ithin us—how to grow; teach us in the way we m ay not perceive or 
understand how to take up out of the soil and im perfections of our own 
natures the elements qf right, justice, and tru th  and weave them  into a 
stronger and better manhood—a more beautiful and perfect character of 
our own.

It is tru e  the eloquent tongue has been stilled; the sym pathetic heart 
beats no more but the influence of h is  life still live. Even in  the sta rtling  
suddenness of his death he brings to us a m ost eloquent lesson. “Be ye 
also ready.” Boast not thyself of tomorrow for thou know est not w hat 
a day may bring forth .”

The brillian t life, the eloquence, the manly character and the death
of Senator Lawrence all bid us, as men and public servants, be strong
be active, be brave, be honest, be generous.

L et us hope th a t the inspiring  influence of his character m ay help us 
to so shape our lives and conduct th a t our life work and public service 
may be well done and m ay those who come afte r us be able to place 
also upon our tombs the beautiful flowers and sweet incense of grateful 
memories when we likewise are called through the frow ning gate and 
dark valley of death to other worlds, perhaps to worlds of more perfect 
and more lasting fellowship of higher liberties and g reater usefulness.

Mr. President I move the adoption of the resolutions.

The resolutions were adopted by a rising vote.

Senator Wilson, from the Special Committee appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions commemorative of the life of the Hon. Silas 
Wright Gardiner, submitted the following report and moved its 
adoption:

M r . P r e s id e n t —Your committee appointed to d raft suitable resolutions 
on the life, character and public service of the late Silas W right G ardiner
of Clinton, Iowa, would respectfully subm it the following report and
resolutions;

W h e r e a s , An all-wise Providence called unto him self on June 13, 
1907 his servant, age sixty (60) years nine (9) m onths and twenty-three 
(23) days. Honorable Silas W right Gardiner of Clinton, Iowa, who was 
an honored member of th is  Senate in the Tw enty-third and Twenty-fourth 
General Assemblies, therefore be i t  resolved, T hat th is  body, recognizing 
the em inent and valuable services of the deceased in our state, and realiz­
ing th a t he did much as a legislator in our state.

Resolved, T hat in  the death of Hon. Silas W right G ardiner we are 
called upon to m ourn the loss of an able, efficient and conscientious citizen, 
one who sought and devoted him self to the good of all and honored by 
all who knew him. A kind neightbor, a  loving husband and father. In  
remembrance, therefore, we extol and revere the splendid qualities of h is 
generous and noble mind, the high a ttribu tes th a t he showed as an ideal


