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Judge Caldwell identified himself loyally wi th  t h e  people where his duties 
lay, while a t  all times not forgetting tha t  he  was a judge of a court of 
t he  United States. As a member of t h e  Arkansas Bar  Association, h e  
was largely instrumental in introducing many legal reforms in the  laws 
of the  state. He i s  said to  have borne a prominent par t  i n  securing t h e  
rights of married women and in  substituting code pleadings for  t he  
cumbrous forms of the  common law. The state of Iowa may well do 
honor to one who, whether on the  field of armed forces, or in more 
peaceful ways, did honor t o  the  state where his  early manhood was 
spent. 

Col. Caldwell's wife, to  whom h e  was united in  marriage in  1853, was 
Miss Hatt ie  Benton, a niece of Hon. George G. Wright, one of the  fore­
most of Iowa jurists.  I n  t he  year  1903 Judge Caldwell retired from the  
bench, a f t e r  a n  exceptionally long career i n  t ha t  capacity. His residence 
a f t e r  tha t  t ime was in  the  state of California. 

S .  H .  B A U M A N ,  
GEO.  W .  B A L L ,  
GEO.  W .  CROZIEE, 

Committee. 
Adopted unanimously. 

H O N .  J E D E D I A H  L A K E .  

MB. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to  prepare resolutions com­
memorating the  life, character and public services of the Hon. Jedediah 
Lake, of Buchanan county, beg leave to  submit t h e  following report: 

Colonel Jedediah Lake was born in Cortland county, New York, Novem­
ber 18, 1830, and passed away a t  his  home, Independence, Iowa, J u n e  7, 
1914. 

His parents were Jedediah Lake and Patience (Church) Lake, both 
of whom were descended from colonial and revolutionary ancestry. 

H e  was educated in New York Central College and Homer Academy, 
where h e  laid a broad foundation for  his  life's work, specializing in  
mathematics, English, grammar and German. 

I n  1855, h e  decided to come west to  Des Moines, bu t  stopped a t  Inde­
pendence, where h e  soon found employment, and to  the  t ime of h i s  death 
continued to  make i t  his  home. 

I n  1859 h e  was admitted to  the  ba r  with flattering recommendations 
f rom the  examining board, and continued the  successful practice of law 
unti l  a few weeks before his  death. 

I n  t he  fal l  of 1861, h e  was  elected t o  the  legislature, where h e  served 
his  state with distinction. I n  June  of t he  same year, Colonel Lake was 
united in  marr iage with Miss Sarah E .  Meyer. This union was blessed 
with three children, Jarvis  M., who died i n  1870; Rush C., a prominent 
lawyer of Kansas City, and Miss Harr ie t  I. Lake, of Independence, Iowa, 
well known and prominent in  women's club circles. 

The civil war  having broken out, h e  enlisted the  following summer i n  
a company, being recruited by Capt. Noble, and was elected first lieu­
tenant. A little later, he  was  commissioned lieutenant colonel of the  
Twenty-seventh Iowa by Governor Kirkwood. H e  served with h is  regi­
ment through the  war  and when the  war  ended was i ts  colonel. A t  t he  



J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  H O U S E .  2149 

close of the  w a r  h e  re turned  to  Independence and  resumed t h e  pract ice  
of law and was  honored by h i s  fellow citizens i n  m a n y  ways, being called 
upon by them t o  fill various offices of t r u s t  and  responsibility. 

Colonel Lake was  eminently successful i n  h i s  profession, a n d  a s  a 
pioneer resident and  attorney, h e  played a leading p a r t  i n  t h e  develop­
ment  of Independence and  Buchanan county. 

I n  1878 the  firm of Lake  and  Harmon w a s  retained t o  defend a l a rge  
number of actions brought  against residents of Iowa b y  t h e  owners of a 
patent  known a s  t h e  "Driven well patent".  These  act ions were  b rough t  
in  t he  circuit court  of t h e  United States f r o m  t h e  d is t r ic t  of Iowa, t h e  
defendants in  mos t  of them being fa rmers  w h o  we re  sued fo r  royal t ies  
by The owners of t h e  patent .  Col. Lake took charge of t h e  defense i n  
th i s  extensive litigation, there  being about one hundred  and  fifty act ions 
against  residents i n  Buchanan and  adjoining counties. T h e  t r i a l  i n  t h e  
federal  court resulted i n  a victory fo r  t h e  defendants.  T h e  plaintiffs  
appealed t he  cases t o  t h e  supreme court of t h e  United States,  which 
affirmed the judgment  of t he  lower court, rel ieving t h e  defendants  of a n y  
liability. This  important  litigation lasted n ine  years  and  w a s  of na t ional  
importance, because actions had  been brought  i n  m a n y  states .  

T h e  General Assembly of Iowa, appreciating Col. Lake ' s  efforts  a n d  
ability in  th is  important  litigation, adopted t h e  following jo in t  resolu­
t ion :  

WHEREAS, i n  1878 Col. Jed  Lake was employed by t h e  f a r m e r s  of 
Buchanan, Blackhawk, and  several other counties t o  defend t h e m  i n  su i t s  
t h a t  had  been commenced i n  t he  United States  circui t  court  f o r  in f r ing ing  
t h e  patent  commonly known a s  t h e  "Driven well patent",  and  

WHEREAS, said Lake  pursued t h e  defense of said cases w i th  g rea t  vigor  
and  indomitable energy, un t i l  by  his  labor a n d  skil lful  presentat ion of 
t h e  case, t he  United States  supreme court i n  November, 1887, held t h e  
patent  invalid and, 

WHEREAS, by said decision t he  people of t h e  s ta te  of I owa  have  been 
saved more than  a million dollars and  t he  people of t he  United States  
more  t h a n  two million dollars. 

Therefore, Resolvedi by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, t h a t  
t h e  grat i tude and t h a n k s  of t he  people of Iowa a r e  due  to  Col. J e d  Lake  
f o r  h i s  skill, ability and  perseverance in  said cases; and  t h e  t h a n k s  of 
t he  General Assembly of t h e  State  of Iowa a r e  hereby tendered t o  Col. 
J ed  Lake for  h i s  labor i n  behalf of t h e  people of t h e  state.  

Resolved: Tha t  a duly engrossed copy of these resolutions, s igned b y  
t he  proper officers of t h e  Senate and House of Representat ives a n d  t h e  
governor and  secretary of s tate,  wi th  t he  great  seal  affixed, b e  presented 
to  Col. Jed Lake, as  a token of our appreciation of h i s  labors. 

F e b r u a r y  4, 1888. J .  A .  T .  HULL, 

President of the Senate. 
W .  H .  REDMAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
W M .  LARBABEE, 

Governor of Iowa. 
FRANK D .  JACKSON, 

Secretary of State. 




