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discharged the duties thus temporarily and unexpectedly falling to him
to perform. The experienced legislator, then as now, the editor of the
Capital, said of Mr. Lane’s work in that capacity, “How well the duties
thus . . . assumed were performed is a matter of common fame. The
member from Polk county, as a presiding officer, was in fact an agreeable
surprise. Few men, however well versed in parliamentary law, would
have more happily presided over the House during so stormy a period.
The Capital only voices the general sentiment of the community when

it expressed the wish that the metropolitan county, and the capital city
of the state may always be so well represented in the general assembly

as they have been by Bradford B. Lane.”

Mr. Lane was very properly made chairman of the committee on rules,
and a member of that on ways and means, as well as others.

In the session of 1892 he was chairman of the ways and means com-
mittee, and a member of several others.

After his retirement Mr. Lane was a frequent contributor to public
journals on leading questions before the people, taking quite advanced
positions in some instances. Sincerity and fairness were always marked
characteristics of the man. :

On October 20, 1863, Mr. Lane was united in marriage wtih Miss
Nannie Brown, of Ohio, who with their. younger son, Bismark, preceded
the husband and father from life on earth. A son, Grapho Lane, and a
daughter, Sappho, wife of Andrew McCauley, and a graduate of the Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons at Des Moines, live at Maxwell, Story
county. .

In memory of this worthy representative of the people, the House of
Representatives directs that this memorial be entered upon its Journal,
and a copy thereof be sent his family.

S. B. GARTON,
J. W. SULLIVAN,
G. E. BRAMMER,

Committee.
Adopted unanimously.

HON, JOHN FLETCHER LACEY.

John Fletcher Lacey was born in what is now the state of West Vir-
ginia, May 4, 1841. With his father’s family he came to Oskaloosa in
the year 1855, in which city he made his home up to the time of his
death.

After attending select school he entered the law office of Sam’l A. Rice,
who afterward became attorney general of Iowa. Before finishing his
law studies the war of the rebellion broke out and he promptly enlisted
in the Third Iowa infantry. After the battle of Blue Mills, in which he
participated, he was discharged from the service to re-enter in the Thirty-
third Iowa regiment of which his former instructor in law was colonel.
He was made major of the regiment and served on the staff of General
Steele in the campaign against Mobile and was engaged in several
battles. In September, 1865, he was mustered out with the rank of brevet
major.



JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE. 2153

He immediately entered into the practice of law in which he con-
tinued up to the time of his death. He took rank among the most
eminent in the profession. He was engaged in many of the most im-
portant cases in the courts of Iowa and in the federal courts, and was
author of “Lacey’s Digest of Railway Cases” which became a text book
in nearly every state in the union. He was most untiring in the work
of his profession and never abandoned a case in which he believed he
was right until obtaining the judgment of the highest courts.

He was elected to the general assembly in the year 1869 and afterward
was elected a member of the Fifty-first congress from the Sixth district
of Iowa. With the exception of one term he continued to represent his
district in the national legislature until the year 1907. He immediately
took high rank in the national house of representatives, ranking with the
acknowledged leaders of that body.

He died at his home in Oskaloosa on the thirtieth day of September,
1913, a man of unquestioned integrity and acknowledged ability. He
enjoyed the confidence and esteem of his friends and neighbors and
was on familiar terms with the leading statesmen of this country. His
death has deprived the state of a most estimable citizen, a distinguished
lawyer and statesman.

Resolved, That this House take this occasion to express its high re-
gard of his character and public service and extend to his family their
sincere sympathy in their sorrow; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be entered upon the Journal
of the House and an engrossed copy be sent to the family of the deceased.

THos. J. WILSON,
GEO. W. CROZIER,

W. F. Korp,
Committee.
Adopted unanimously.





