
2106 JO U RN A L OF TH E SEN A TE

VERN O N  H. KYHL

M r. P r e s i d e n t : Y our committee, appointed to  p repare  a suitable reso
lu tion  com m em orating the life, charac ter and public service of the late 
H onorable V ernon H. Kyhl, begs leave to subm it the following memorial:

V ernon H. Kyhl w as born Ju ly  30, 1908 in  La P la ta , Missouri, the son 
of C hristian  C. and D orthea Holm Kyhl. He moved to  Cedar F alls as a 
boy and was educated in  the Cedar F alls  public schools and the U niversity 
of N orthern  Iowa. He was confirmed in  the Bethlehem L utheran  Church 
in Cedar F alls  a t  an  early  age and continued his m em bership there through
out his lifetime.

On Ju ly  27, 1936 Mr. Kyhl w as m arried  to  Alice M anning. They had 
th ree  sons and two daughters. Alice preceded him  in death by ten years, 
and on Ju ly  12, 1965, he w as m arried  to  Masile S paans of Des Moines.

M r. Kyhl w as first elected to the Iowa Senate in  1962 to fill a vacancy 
and w as reelected in 1966, 1970 and 1972. A t the tim e of his death, he 
w as P residen t pro tem pore of th e  Senate, having been elected to fill th a t 
office du ring  the  S ix ty-fourth  General Assembly and reelected on the 
opening day of the Sixty-fifth General Assembly. An extended illness 
prevented him from  serving in  the 1973 Session and he passed away on 
Septem ber 17, 1973 a t  the age of 65.

D uring  his ten u re  as a S ta te  Senator, he served on many standing 
com mittees and w as chairm an of the committee on law  enforcement for 
two sessions. He w as a member of the Legislative Council, the Commission 
on Alcoholism and the  Council of S tate  Governments. He was respected 
by his colleagues fo r his honesty and in teg rity  and will be remembered 
as an  able, dedicated legislator.

M r. Kyhl’s d istinguished service as a law m aker culm inated a very suc
cessful business and political career. He w as devoted to Parkersburg, 
Iowa, w here he lived most of his adu lt life, and took an  active p a r t in 
com m unity affairs. He w as on the P ark ersb u rg  School Board for twenty- 
th ree  years, twelve years of which he served as  president. He was a 
m em ber of the E lks Club, p as t p resident and ch a rte r member of the 
P ark ersb u rg  R otary  Club and th e  P ark ersb u rg  Commercial Club. He also 
served as the B utler County Republican Chairm an.

H is business in te rests  were m any and varied, beginning w ith his owner
ship of the Kyhl Chevrolet Company in  1925. He owned the F a r  Mech 
M anufactu ring  and Sales Company in P ark ersb u rg  and was president of 
the F arm  and Home Supply Company in  M arshalltow n. He also owned 
and operated a  320-acre fa rm  in B utler County.

Survivors include his wife, M asile; th ree sons, C urtis of W aterloo, 
K enneth of W aukee, and Kevin C. of P ark ersb u rg ; two daughters, Connie 
(M rs. Je rry  Amosson) of Penfield, New York, and Becky (Mrs. Donald 
Easley) of Cedar F a lls ; a stepson, Ralph S paans of W ichita, K ansas; 
th ree  sisters and fourteen  grandchildren.

Now, Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate o f  the S ix ty- fi f th  General 
Assembly of Iowa:  T h a t in the passing of the Honorable Vernon H. Kyhl, 
the  S ta te  has lost an  honored citizen and a  fa ith fu l and useful public 
servan t, and the Senate by th is resolution would express its appreciation 
of his services to his community, s ta te  and nation  and tender its sym pathy 
to the members of his fam ily.

Be I t  F urther  Resolved : T hat a  copy of th is  resolution be spread upon
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the Jo u rn a l of the Senate and th a t  th e  S ecretary  of the  Senate be in stru c ted  
to fo rw ard  an  enrolled copy to each member of his fam ily.

C LIFTO N  C. LAM BORN, C hairm an 
C L IF F  BURROUGHS 
JA M E S  V. G A LLA G H ER

Com m ittee

The resolution w as unanim ously adopted.

KARL M ILES LeCOM PTE

M r . P r e s i d e n t : Y our committee, appointed to  p rep a re  a suitable reso
lu tion  com m em orating the life, charac ter and public service of the la te  
Honorable K arl Miles LeCompte, begs leave to  subm it the  follow ing 
m em orial:

K arl Miles LeCompte w as born May 25, 1887 in Corydon, W ayne County, 
Iowa, where he lived the g re a te r  p a r t  of his life. He g radua ted  from  the 
Corydon High School in  1905 and fou r years la te r  g radua ted  from  the 
U niversity  of Iowa a t  Iowa City, w ith  a Bachelor of A rts  degree. He 
th en  became involved in the  fam ily  new spaper business as ow ner and 
publisher of The Corydon Times-Republican, the oldest new spaper in 
W ayne County. He w as not a  candidate fo r any  public office u n til his 
election to  the Iowa Senate, as a Republican, in  1916, and w as the  youngest 
m em ber of the T hirty-seventh  General Assembly. He represen ted  the 
people of h is D istric t from  1917 th rough 1921.

D uring W orld W ar I, K arl LeCompte enlisted and served in  th e  U nited 
S ta tes Arm y as a p rivate  in the Medical D etachm ent of the U nited S ta tes  
General H ospital No. 26, un til his Honorable D ischarge on December 
24, 1918.

In  1938, K arl Miles LeCompte was a successful candidate to the  Seventy- 
six th  Congress of the U nited S ta tes and to  the nine succeeding Congresses. 
D uring  the tw enty  years he represented  the people of Southern  Iowa in 
W ashington, D. C., he served as head of the  House A dm inistra tion  Com
m ittee and w as a member of the  House F oreign A ffairs Committee. H is 
trave ls  as a  member of the U nited S ta tes Congress took him all over the 
world bu t i t  w as alw ays to W ayne County, Iowa, th a t  he re tu rn ed  w hen
ever possible.

K arl LeCompte chose not to  be a candidate fo r renom ination to  the 
U nited S tates Congress in  1958 and a f te r  his re tirem en t, became a con
trib u tin g  editor of The Corydon Tim es-Republican un til his death  on 
Septem ber 30, 1972.

He w as survived by his w ife, Dorothy, now deceased, and  a sister, 
M iriam  LeCompte. He w as a m an who w as com pletely dedicated to his 
fam ily, his friends and his work. Anyone who knew him, even casually , 
would say he w as tru ly  a gentlem an, a sta tesm an and a  countrym an.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate o f the S ix ty - fif th  General 
A ssem bly o f Iow a:  T h a t in the passing of th e  Honorable K arl Miles 
LeCompte, the sta te  has lost an honored citizen, and the S enate by th is  
resolution would express its appreciation  of his services to his com m unity, 
s ta te  and nation and tender its  sym pathy and kindest reg a rd s  to the 
members of his fam ily.


