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MEMORIALS

. SENATE CHAMBER
Dps MoINES, Iowa, APRIL 8, 1929.

The Senate met in memorial session, President Arch W. Me-
Farlane presiding.

CLEM. F. KIMBALL

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee which was appointed to report reso-
lutions commemorating the life, character and service of the late Clem F.
Kimball, beg leave to submit the following report, and move its adop-
tion:

Clem F. Kimball was born August 11, 1868, at Anamosa, Jowa. He
attended the public schools of Anamosa until the spring of 1886, not quite
finishing his high school course. He then entered the State College at
Ames and took a mechanical engineering course, graduating in 1889. He
engaged in engineering work and teaching until 1893, when he entered the
University of Michigan, taking law and specializing in the literary de-
partment. He graduated from the University of Michigan in 1895 and
began the practice of law in October, 1895, at Council Bluffs, Iowa. He
was married to Carroll Williams of Wyoming, Iowa, in 1892. He was a
member of the Congregational church, Masonic Lodge, Knights of Pyth-
ias, Elks, and several other organizations. He was also a member of the
Country Club of Council Bluffs, and of the Lions’ Service Club. In 1899
he was appointed assistant county attorney of Pottawattamie county and
held the office for two terms. In 1906 he was elected city solicitor of the
city of Council Bluffs and served three consecutive terms. In 1912 he was
elected to the state senate and served in the 36th, 36th, 37th and 38th
general assemblies,

In 1924 he was elected Lieutenant Governor and was reelected in 1926.
He died at his home in Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the 10th day of Septem-
ber, 1928.

His was a valiant soul. He met life courageously. He lived life cour-
ageously and he left it courageously. But this was not all. When he
passed from this world he left it the better for his having lived in it.

One of the prophets of the ancient days said this: “Behold thou hast
instructed many, Thou hast strengthened weak hands, Thy words have
upholden him that was fallen and Thou hast made firm the feeble knees.”

These words typify the life of Clem Kimball for it was a life of ser-
vice and usefulness and gentle loving kindness to all who knew him, little
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children, men and women and his fellow citizens of the commonwealth
of Iowa.,

We read in the pages of the ages that have passed the romance of the
knights of brave hearts and chivalrous souls. And yet in our own day,
knighthood has not passed away for there are still knights of the soul
and the spirit. He was one of them. We who knew him as we sit here
today look back in fondest recollection to his presence here in this cham-
ber as a Senator and as presiding officer of this Body. We remember his
potent force and influence upon this floor; we remember his fairness and
justness as president of this Senate, and above all we remember the
sweetness and geniality of his exceptional personality. Few men in the
public life of Iowa have left their mark more indelibly upon the histery
of the state than has Clem Kimball. That mark is his epitaph and it is
the cherished remembrance of those who knew and loved him.

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be printed
in the records of this body and a copy of the same be forwarded to his
family.

! J. R. FRAILEY,
B. M. STODDARD,
W. S. BAIRD,
Committee.

Senator Frailey spoke as follows:

MR. PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE SENATE: In composing a tribute
to this great member who has passed, I have thought that there is noth-
ing that we can do to add or to detract from the stark immutability of
death.

This is a time of memory and of love that by the strength of its undy-
ing faith brushes away the burdens of the years and lives again amid the
sweet and saddened scenes of yesterday.

So we meet today, in this moment of service, as a mark of respect to
Clem Kimball. His was a valiant soul. He battled against physical in-
firmities that would have overwhelmed any other man, yet his courage
and keenness never failed.

I have known him for many years; long before either of us were mem-
bers of this Senate. It happened that we were both city solicitors in our
own city and at that time, 'way back in 1905, began a friendship that to-
day is still strong and fresh in my memory. He had a courage and char-
acter and disposition of soul that took him out into the great unknown
with the same courage that characterized him in life.

And when I say life, I mean life; because life never ends. We all know
that. I had occasion to say that once before upon this floor; that life
never ends. He who doubts it is either a casuist or a fool.

Life never ends. If you doubt it, go out at night under the stars as

" they swim along their eternal courses, and one can not help but know
that somewhere, somehow, some place, back of all this there is a Direct-
ing Hand, call it God, or Jehovah, or what you will, who rules all this, no
matter what it is. If the planets and the sun and the stars are charted
on their eternal course, why should we doubt but that beyond this little
sphere of ours, beyond this “narrow veil that stretches between the peaks





