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D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r s  of h i s  l i f e  o n e  of h i s  g r o w i n g  a m b i t i o n s  
w a s  t o  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  I r e l a n d .  Business ,  however ,  de l ayed  h i s  v i s i t .  
I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1914 t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of a n  e s t a t e ,  p a r t  of w h i c h  w a s  
t o  b e  d i s t r i bu t ed  i n  I r e l a n d ,  p r e sen t ed  h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y .  T a k i n g  h i s  
g r andson ,  R i c h a r d  D. Rei ley ,  h e  s p e n t  t h e  s u m m e r  of 1 9 1 4  i n  t h e  
Br i t i sh  Is les  a n d  con t inen t  of E u r o p e .  H e  h a d  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  
h i s  t r i p  abroad a n d  h a d  only begun to  tel l  h i s  m a n y  f r i e n d s  of h i s  
exper iences  a n d  t h e  n u m e r o u s  p laces  of i n t e r e s t ,  w h i c h  h e  a l w a y s  e n ­
joyed ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  sudden ly  t a k e n  i l l  a n d  d ied  D e c e m b e r  26,  1914 ,  
a t  h i s  h o m e  i n  Wape l lo ,  I owa .  

A s  a l awyer ,  M r .  Re i l ey  w a s  cons idered  a m o n g  t h e  b e s t  i n  h i s  sec­
t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e ,  w h e r e  h e  con t inued  t o  p rac t i ce  ac t ively  a n d  i n d u s t r i ­
ous ly  f o r  ove r  f o r t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  u p  t o  on ly  a f e w  h o u r s  b e f o r e  h i s  
d e a t h .  D u r i n g  t h i s  l o n g  pe r iod  h e  w a s  e n g a g e d  i n  m a n y  of t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  causes  t r i e d  i n  t h e  d is t r ic t .  E v e r y o n e  t h o u g h t  of h i m  a s  
a wil l ing,  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  w o r k e r ,  o n e  w h o  t o o k  a d e e p  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  
cases,  n e v e r  over look ing  t h e  m i n u t e s t  de ta i l s ,  a n d  a l w a y s  t e n a c i o u s  
t o  prove  h i s  convic t ions  r e g a r d l e s s  of p e r s o n a l  sacrif ice.  H e  h a d  n o  
asp i ra t ion  f o r  pol i t ica l  p o w e r  a n d  w e a l t h  b u t  f o u n d  p l e a s u r e  i n  w o r k ­
i n g  steadily a t  h i s  profession. As  wr i t t en  i n  t h e  t r i b u t e  b y  t h e  
Lou i sa  coun ty  b a r  assoc ia t ion  a n d  sp read  u p o n  t h e  r eco rds  of t h e  
c o u n t y — " H e  did  h i s  f u l l  s h a r e  of t h e  w o r k  of h i s  p ro fe s s ion  a n d  
achieved h i s  f u l l  s h a r e  of i t s  h o n o r s . "  

C .  B .  W I L S O N ,  

GEO. W .  CROZIER, 

HOWAED W .  B E N N  , 

Committee. 
Adopted  J a n u a r y  25,  1917 .  

HOX. DANIEL KKBK. 

MR. SPEAKER—Your c o m m i t t e e  appoin ted  t o  p r e p a r e  r e s o l u t i o n  c o m ­
m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  l i f e ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  publ ic  serv ice  of t h e  h o n o r a b l e  
Daniel  K e r r  of Grundy  county, Iowa, beg  leave t o  submi t  t h e  follow­
i n g  r e p o r t :  

Dan ie l  K e r r  w a s  b o r n  a t  Ayrsh i re ,  Sco t land ,  J u n e  18,  183G, a n d  
d ied  a t  h i s  h o m e  i n  G r u n d y  C e n t e r ,  Iowa ,  Oc tober  8, 1916 .  

I n  1864 h e  m a r r i e d  C la r a  T .  E s t a b r o o k  w h o  d ied  Nov .  18,  1 9 1 5 .  
T o  t h e m  seven  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b o r n ,  J o h n ,  w h o  d i e d  i n  1895,  M r s .  H .  
S. R o g e r s  of A m u s a ,  Cal., Mrs .  D. C. S h u l e r  of P a r k e r s b u r g ,  I o w a ,  
George  K e r r  of Des  Moines ,  I o w a  a n d  W i l l i a m  G. K e r r ,  L i l l i a n  E .  
S i m m s  a n d  E d w a r d  C .  K e r r  of G r u n d y  Cen te r ,  I owa .  

I n  y o u t h  Danie l  K e r r  w a s  a g r e a t  s t u d e n t  a n d  i n  1 8 5 8  h e  g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  college. I n  1859  a n d  1860  h e  w a s  a t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  h i g h  schoo l  
a t  Edwardsv i l l e ,  111., a n d  l a t e r  s tud ied  l a w  a t  M c K e n d r e e  co l lege  
a n d  w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  i n  1862.  

I n  1862 h e  en l i s t ed  a s  a p r i v a t e  in  Company  G, o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  
seventeenth I l l inois  I n f a n t r y ,  a n d  served un t i l  t h e  close of t h e  civi l  
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w a r  and  was  mustered  o u t  wi th  t h e  r a n k  of first l ieu tenant .  H e  t hen  
r e tu rned  t o  Illinois t o  pract ice  h i s  profession a n d  w a s  marr ied  i n  
1864. 

I n  1886 he was nominated by t he  republicans of the  fifth district for  
young- manhood h e  soon demons t ra ted  h i s  powers and  in  1870 h e  
moved wi th  h i s  fami ly  t o  Grundy Center,  Iowa.  

Soon a f t e r  coming t o  Iowa h e  en te red  t h e  field a s  proprietor  a n d  
edi tor  of t h e  New Century  and  l a t e r  f r o m  1883 t o  1888 h e  owned 
t h e  Grundy Center  Argus .  I n  1877 h e  h a d  t h e  h o n o r  of being elected 
a s  t h e  first mayor  of Grundy Center .  

I n  18 83 Mr. K e r r  w a s  elected a member  of t h e  legis la ture  of Iowa 
and  w a s  a g r e a t  leader .  I n  1884 h e  was  chosen elector on  t h e  Blaine 
a n d  Logan  t icket .  

I n  1886 he was nominated by the  republicans of the  fifth district for  
congress a n d  elected b y  a good ma jo r i t y .  

Daniel  K e r r  was  clean, u p r i g h t  and  a m a n  of h igh  ideals,  honored 
by a l l  a n d  a m a n  in need was never  t u rned  f r o m  h is  door.  H e  was  
a devout  member  of t h e  first presbyter ian  church and  w a s  correct i n  
pract ice  a s  well a s  theory  of t h e  golden r u l e  "Whatsoever  ye would 
t h a t  m e n  should do u n t o  you, do  even so u n t o  t h e m . "  

Mr. K e r r  was  a m a n  whose place in  h i s  community  would b e  d i f ­
ficult t o  fill by ano ther  f o r  a m a n  of such unusua l  charac te r  and  one 
whose conception of l i fe  a s  big and  broad  a s  h i s  leaves a las t ing im­
pression on any community  a n d  h i s  memory should never  b e  for ­
got ten.  

To honor his  memory, i t  i s  therefore, 
Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be spread upon the journal 

of t h e  House  as  a n  expression of ou r  appreciat ion and  t h a t  of t h e  
s ta te ,  f o r  one who  was  of so much service t o  h e r  interests .  

W .  A .  MOOTY. 

W .  N .  GILBERT, 

P .  P .  M O W K R Y ,  

Committee. 
Adopted J a n u a r y  25, 1917. 

I I O X .  GEORGE H .  P I R D Y .  

ME. SFEAKERI—Your commit tee  appointed '  t o  p repare  resolut ions  
commemorating the life and public service of the honorable Geo. H .  
P u r d y ,  s t a t e  representat ive  in  t h e  thir ty-sixth general  assembly, re ­
por t  a s  fol lows:  

Mr. P u r d y  was  born  in Ontario,  Canada ,  August  27, 1866, of 
American pa ren tage .  H e  moved w i th  h i s  pa ren t s  t o  Mason City, 
Iowa,  i n  1869, whe re  h e  a t t ended  t h e  public schools and  l a t e r  Cornell 
college a t  Mt. Vernon,  whe re  h e  took  t h e  civil engineer ing course, 
a f te rwards  engaging in t he  grocery business a t  Spencer, Iowa, for  
t e n  years .  H e  was  mar r i ed  a t  Spencer, Iowa, May 20, 1891, t o  Ha t t i e  
F l in t ,  and  t o  th i s  union f o u r  chi ldren were  born.  I n  1899 h e  moved 




