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within a short time of his death and had been recently made a member 
of Mount Olivet Commandery of Anamosa. He was a man of great phys­
ical fiber hut when the end came, it was sudden, and he died of paralysis 
without a moment’s warning. So ends the life of an esteemed friend and 
an eminent citizen; such a life we should emulate.

Resolved: That in the death of Mr. Potter, the state and county in 
which he resided loses a worthy, honored and upright citizen, and that 
we extend to his bereaved wife and relatives our sincere sorrow and sym­
pathy in their great loss and that an engrossed copy of these resolutions 
be spread upon the Journal of the House and that a copy be sent to 
bereaved family.

W. M. B y e b l y ,
J a m e s  W .  E l m s ,
V. W . K e n d a l l ,

Committee.

HON. JESSE KENNEDY.

M b . S p e a k e b —Your special committee to prepare appropriate resolutions 
to commemorate the life, character and public services of the Hon. Jesse 
Kennedy, beg leave to submit the following report;

Jesse Kennedy was born in the year 1824 in Perry county, Pennsylvania, 
He grew to manhood in his native state. So far as we can learn he had 
no college education, but succeeded by his own efforts in obtaining a 
common school education that fitted him to take an active and influential 
part in the public life and development of each community in which he 
lived.

In 1861 he was a member of the Pennsylvania State Legislature, repre­
senting the counties of Perry and Cumberland. He was an Assistant Inter­
nal Revenue Collector under President Lincoln, and for more than ten 
years he was principal of the State Orphans’ School a t Mount Joy, Penn­
sylvania.

In 1876, Mr. Kennedy came west and invested in Iowa land, locating in 
Ida county, and two years later he moved his family and settled on a large 
tract of land south of Ida Grove, which soon became known far and wide 
as the Kennedy ranch.

Ida county at that time was almost an unbroken prairie without a 
railroad in the county, and he thus became identified with the real pio­
neers of this part of our great state. Mr. Kennedy at once rose to prom­
inence, took an active part in all that stands for good government. He 
was active in church and religious life, and took a leading part in the 
public life of the community.

In 1884 he was elected to the State Legislature from the seventy-fifth 
representative district, consisting of Ida and Buena Yista counties. In 
this body he was chairman of the Committee on Normal Schools, and gave 
good service to the state, especially along moral and educational lines. 
He was the author of the prohibitory law that was passed at that session.

In his home life he was above reproach, a good husband, a kind and 
loving father, and in every way a man of whom it may be said he did 
nobly his part to make for good in the community in which he lived.



JOURNAL OF THE nOUSE. 1893

In 1888 he sold his Ida county interests and removed to W ichita county, 
Texas, ■where in association with some other Iowa gentlemen he organized 
and became president of the Iowa-Texas Land Company. This company 
bought a large tract of land and started the town of Iowa Park  and located 
a colony of Iowa people. Here, too, Mr. Kennedy’s natural ability soon 
gained him recognition. Twice he was a candidate of his party for the 
State Legislature, and was strongly urged to run for congress. He was 
a life long member of the Church of God, a Mason and an Odd Fellow.

He spent his last years a t Iowa Park and here, on August 18, 1908, 
the call came and he closed a long life, well spent. Now therefore be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Thirty-third General 
Assembly: That while we mourn at the death of this staunch old pioneer, 
we also want to call to remembrance the purity of his life and the noble 
qualities of mind and heart which raised him above the common run of 
men and made it possible for him to take such an influential part in the 
public life of these great states.

Resolved Further: That this memorial be printed in the Journal, tha t 
an enrolled copy be sent to his son, William Kennedy of Ray, Colorado, 
and to his daughter, Mrs. Eulalia T. Cleft of Point Loma, California.

S. M. C o r b ie ,
E. H. C u n n i n g h a m ,
H. C. SCHEOEDEE,

Committee.

HON. JO H N  H . KING.

Mb. S p e a k e k —Your committee appointed to prepare and present suitable 
resolutions commemorative of the life, character and public service of the 
Honorable John H. King, an honored member of the Seventeenth and 
Eighteenth General Assemblies, beg leave to submit the following report:

John Hereford King was born of Quaker parents, a t Salem, Henry 
county, Iowa, October 3, 1845, and was reared on the homestead entered 
by his father where the town of West Branch now stands. The common 
schools of the locality furnished the source of h is early education, which 
was supplemented by a short course in a private academy. At the age 
of twenty-one years, on the 20th of September, 1866, he was married to 
Miss Permelia A. Andrews, and began farming on his own responsibility 
locating on a tract of land in Hardin county. He taught school during 
the winter months and began the study of law in 1869 under the direction 
of Hon. H. L. Huff, of Eldora, and was admitted to the bar in 1870, open­
ing an office for the practice of law in Hampton in 1872. He was elected 
Representative from Franklin and Cerro Gordo counties in 1877 and re­
elected in 1879, serving his district and state with distinction and was 
active in shaping legislation during this period. His work as a legislator 
was invaluable and in some respects, at least, he held views in advance 
of his fellows. The Board of Control idea originated with him for in the 
year 1880 he prepared and introduced House File No. 73, in which was 
incorporated practically the same ideas that were enacted into law eighteen 
years later. In 1881 he removed to Chamberlain, Dakota, and soon became




