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Senator Hutchison was a man of action and took his share of the bur
den of citizenship and won the honors due those who are faithful in their 
convictions, and who devotedly love their coun try . and its institutions. 
During all the years he lived in Iowa he led a life of an upright Christian 
gentleman and attracted warm friends because of his integrity ad his un
swerving adherence to a high standard of honor.

Resolved, That the Senate join with his neighbors and friends in sor
row at his loss and hereby extend to his family its sincere sympathy in 
this their hour of sorrow and bereavement. Be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution he spread upon the records of 
the Senate and that a properly engrossed copy signed by the President 
and Secretary be sent to the members of the family.

J. F. W e b b e b ,
H .  W . S p a u l d in g ,
J .  D . B k o w n ,

Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator White, from a special committee, submitted the follow
ing report and moved its adoption:

Mr. President: Your committee appointed to draft resolutions com
memorative of the life and services of Ex-Senator M. J. Kelly, beg leave 
to submit the following report and resolutions:

Michael Joseph Kelly was born March 22, 1850, in County Tipperary, 
Ireland.

When a child of two years his parents brought him to America settling 
first at Port Byron, New York, and six years later moving to Muscatine, 
Iowa. Here he attended the public schools and learned the trade of tin
smith. At the age of eighteen he took up his residence at Lytle City, 
Iowa County, Iowa, a year later moving to Des Moines, where he worked 
at his trade for some years.

In 1870 he was united in marriage with Margery Lytle, daughter of B. 
F. Lytle, the founder of Lytle City. To this union eight children were 
born, three of whom preceded the father to the great beyond. Those who 
with his wife survive him are Attorney B. E. Kelly of Denver, Colorado, 
Joseph P. Kelly, of Edmonton, Canada, Mrs. B. E. Hakes, of Williamsburg, 
Iowa, Bert Kelly, of Long Beach, California, and Mrs. Sarah Ainsworth, of 
Denver, Colorado.

In 1874 Mr. Kelly returned to Lytle City and engaged in the mercantile 
business continuing there until 1883 when he moved to Williamsburg, 
Iowa. In the meantime, recognizing the value of education, he spent a  
term in the law department of the State University. At Williamsburg 
he established the well-known firm of Kelly & Lytle which continued to 
be one of the leading mercantile firms of Iowa County until its disolution,



1758 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

in 1906, when Mr. Kelly decided to m ake his home in Colorado. As a m er
chant he was a  marked success.

He held many positions of private and civic trust, in all of which he 
acquitted him self w ith high honor and credit. He w as for many years 
president of the W illiamsburg Savings Bank and was a member of the 
Board of Supervisors of Iowa County. He wielded a wide and beneficent 
influence upon h 's  community, his wise, fearless and ready counsel being 
advantageously sought by his town, h is community and his neighbors.

In 1887 he was elected to the Twenty-second General Assembly of Iowa 
from the Senatorial D istrict composed of Iowa and Johnson Counties, and 
was re-elected in  1891. During his last term  he was president protem of 
the Senate. The State U niversity being located in his d istric t he looked 
carefully a fte r its needs. As a legislator he was a steadfast and valued 
advocate of the interests of the people and exercised a wise and bene
ficial influnce upon the legislation of his time.

H is signal achievement in rising  by sheer force of his own native abil
ity  from  the  unknown tinsm ith  to the successful m an of affairs having a 
large p a rt in  molding and directing the business, moral, intellectual and 
legislative advancement of the sta te  of h is adoption, is a  monument to his 
perseverance and integrity of purpose and an inspiration to the young men 
of Iowa.

He died a t Denver, Colorado, on Jan u ary  10, 1911, and was buried on 
th e  16th day of January, 1911, a t  W illiam sburg, Iowa, amid the loved 
scenes of his early  struggles and successes and near the  friends he loved 
so well; fit resting  place for his body tired  w ith  its  labors for themj 
and  his. Peace to  his soul.

W hereas, Honorable M. J. Kelly, a  m em ber of th is  body in the Twenty- 
th ird  and Twenty-fourth General Assemblies, has been called from this 
life,

T herefore be it  Resolved, T hat the Senate of the S tate of Iowa has heard 
w ith deep sorrow and regret of his death and th a t i t  recognizes the high 
character of h is services to his state.

Resolved, T hat the Senate take th is  occasion to acknowledge its recog
nition  and express its high regard and appreciation of the worth of the 
character and public services of M. J. Kelly, and to extend to his family 
its  sincere sym pathy in  th e ir  g reat bereavement.

Be i t  F u rth e r  Resolved, T hat a  copy of these resolutions, engrossed and 
duly authenticated, by the President and Secretary, of the Senate, be pre
sented to  the  fam ily of the deceased.

J .  A . W h i t e ,
J o h n  T. C l a b k s o n ,
E . P. M c M a n u s ,

Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.


