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A. G. K E G L E R

M r . P r e s id e n t : Y our com mittee appointed to p rep a re  resolutions
com m em orating the life, character, and public services of S enator A. G. 
Kegler, la te  of Jackson County, Iowa, begs leave to subm it the  follow ing 
r e p o r t:

A ugust George K egler was the son of C hristian  and B a rb a ra  K egler 
and was born a t  E lbingen, N assau, Germ any, on Ju n e  17, 1843. He came 
to Am erica w ith  his p a ren ts  when a lad of ten  years and they  located 
on a fa rm  in Jackson county, th is  sta te , w here he grew  to young m an
hood.

In  1863 he began his m ercantile career and clerked in stores a t Sabula 
and D avenport. In  1873 he engaged in  the dry  goods business in  Belle
vue in which he w as very  successful and continued in active business 
fo r a period of fo rty  years. He re tired  in 1911 to enjoy a competence 
gained by fa ir  and square methods of dealing w ith  his custom ers.

Mr. Kegler w as m arried  to C atherine Lem kuhl in 1869 and they  w ere 
the paren ts of one child, S ister M. Jud ic ia  of S p a rta , W is. H is second 
m arriage w as to A nna K atherine H erbst on October 28, 1873. He is 
survived by his wife, one son, W. C. K egler of C incinnati, Ohio, and fo u r 
daughters, M rs. P au l K em pter and Miss M ariela K egler of Bellevue, M rs. 
W. A. Nelson of Cedar Rapids, and S iste r M. R afae lita  of K ansas City, 
Mo. H arry  C., Minnie, A ugust T. K egler and M rs. F red  B. Hoeye p re 
ceded th e ir  fa th e r  in death. He also leaves nine grandchildren .

Mr. Kegler w as elected S ta te  S enator from  Jackson county and served 
in the Twenty-second and T w enty-th ird  G eneral Assem blies w ith  credit 
to him self and honor to the state . He was a pronounced dem ocrat until 
the free  silver issue became param ount in 1896, since which tim e he a f 
filiated w ith th e  republican p arty . He w as a g re a t adm irer and supporter 
of the la te  Theodore Roosevelt.

Mr. Kegler also served as County Supervisor, Township Clerk, Council
m an and M ayor of Bellevue and his public career w as w ithou t spot o r 
blemish. He perform ed every du ty  incum bent upon him w ith  ab ility  and 
fidelity.

He was a m an of high m oral ch arac ter and strong  convictions. He 
stood fearlessly  and courageously fo r  the th ings he believed to  be r ig h t 
and led an honorable, up righ t, C hristian  life. H is com m unity and the 
s ta te  lost an influential and public sp irited  citizen and his fam ily  a  de
voted husband and fa th e r  when he w as called upon to lay  down th e  b u r
dens of th is  life. Mr. K egler died a t  his home a t  Bellevue, Iowa, Ju ly  
5, 1923.

Now , Therefore, Be I t  Resolved  By the Senate of the F o rty -firs t Gen
era l Assembly of Iowa, th a t in the  death  of A ugust George K egler the 
sta te  and the com m unity where he lived have suffered the  loss of an  in 
fluential and honorable citizen; and

Be I t  Further Resolved, T h a t a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the Jo u rn a l of the Senate and th a t  the secreta ry  be d irected  to  send 
an engrossed copy thereof to the fam ily  of the  deceased.

C h a s . S . B r o w n e  
W . E .  M cL e l a n d  
G. S . H a r t m a n  C om m ittee.
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Senator Browne spoke in  p a r t as follows on the life and char
ac ter of S enator K egler:

M r . P r e s i d e n t , and S e n a t o r s  : I  w an t to say a few words about Sen
ato r K egler. I t  was not my good fo rtu n e  to be acquainted w ith the Sen
ator, b u t I  find in looking up the record it is a good record and th a t the 
sta te  and com munity in which he lived have suffered a g rea t loss.

He w as a pioneer m erchant of Bellevue, Jackson county, and for nearly  
sixty years w as a successful business m an in one place.

He w as a m an of decided opinions and believed in w hat was righ t, he 
w as broad in  view as to religious rela tions and considerate for those of 
other creeds.

In  the  Senate he fostered m any reform  bills and aided Senator Lafe 
Young in m any of his.

He w as an arden t adm irer of Theodore Roosevelt, and reared  and edu
cated a large fam ily, and I am sure th a t  those who are  le ft behind realize 
the loss they have sustained in the passing  of Senator A. G. Kegler.

The resolution was unanim ously adopted by a rising vote.

THOM AS D. LAM BERT

M r. P r e s i d e n t : Y our committee appointed to p repare  resolutions
com m em orating the life, character, and public services of Thomas Lam 
bert, la te  of Sabula, Iowa, begs leave to subm it the following report:

Thom as Lam bert, son of Thomas D. Lam bert and S arah  Guenther Lam 
bert, was born near Sabula, Iowa, F eb ru ary  13, 1853. In  1880 he be
came p a r t owner of the Sabula Gazette, la te r owning and running it 
and also the Bellevue H erald in partn e rsh ip  w ith M r. B randt, and con
tinued in the new spaper business fo r m any years.

He served as County Recorder fo u r tim es and as M ayor fo r eight con
secutive tim es; was justice of the peace fo r about tw enty years; was 
elected secre tary  of the school board and held the office continuously un til 
his resignation  in 1909 when his appointm ent to the S ta te  Board of E du
cation required his absence from  the city.

H is political affiliations w ere alw ays w ith the dem ocratic p a rty ; he 
attended the national convention a t  St. Louis th a t  nominated Grover 
Cleveland and Allen G. Thurm an. He was a member of the House of 
R epresentatives in the Tw enty-sixth General Assembly, the ex tra  session 
of th e  Tw enty-sixth, and the Tw enty-seventh; and in the Senate during  
the sessions of the Tw enty-eighth, Tw enty-ninth, T h irtie th , Thirty-first 
and Thirty-second General Assemblies.

In  the T h irty -first General Assembly, Mr. L am bert was appointed one of 
a com mittee to sit during  the in te rval between sessions and make a th o r
ough investigation into the needs of the th ree educational institu tions of 
the sta te , the U niversity, the A gricu ltu ra l College, and the S tate Norm al 
School. He w as afte rw ard  made a  member of the finance committee of 
these schools and devoted him self to these duties un til the year of his 
death.

M r. L am bert also held m any offices in the various lodges of which he 
w as a member, the Odd Fellows, the Modern Woodmen of America, the


