
RESOLUTIONS IN MEMORIAM 

Adopted by  the  House of Representativos of the Thirty-fifth 
General Assembly. 

HON. JOHN A. KASSON. 

MB. SPEAKEB—Your committee appointed to d r a f t  resolutions com­
memorating t he  life, character and public services of the  Honorable John 
A. Kasson of Des Moines, Iowa, a late member of the  House, beg leave to 
report  the  following memorial:  

John  Adams Kasson was born a t  Charlotte, Chittenden county, Vermont, 
J anua ry  11, 1822, and died in the  city of Washington, May 19, 1910. Mr. 
Kasson was a descendant of James Kasson who came f rom the northern 
par t  of Ireland in  the first quarter  of the eighteenth century, and was of 
the  Scotch-Irish stock which h a s  furnished to America so much of its 
best blood and brain.  James  Kasson with his  sons, settled on a large tract  
of land in t he  colonies of Rhode Island and Connecticut. 

John  A. Kasson attended t he  public schools of h i s  native state; took a 
course a t  a n  academy, and a t  Burlington college. He later  entered the 
University of Vermont, graduating therefrom in 1842, After  some time 
spent in  the  law office of his  brother, Charles D. Kasson, he  taught school 
for  a year in  the  s ta te  of Virginia. While there  he saw enough of the in­
st i tution of slavery to make him i ts  enemy, an  enmity tha t  never flagged 
unt i l  h e  saw it  abolished. Returning to  New England, he  continued the 
study of law, being admitted to the  bar  a t  Lowell, Mass. He then went 
to  New Bedford where he practiced his  profession for five years. Deter­
mining to  go where there were greater opportunities for a young lawyer, 
h e  located a t  St. Louis where he acquired a large practice. After six 
years '  residence in  St. Louis, his  health became impaired and in 1857 he 
removed to Des Moines. 

Shortly a f te r  coming to Des Moines he was appointed by Governor 
Lowe a s  chairman of a commission to investigate the  records and con­
dition of the  state offices. The report thereon was exhaustive and con­
tained many valuable suggestions. 

While yet  a t  New Bedford, he  went as a delegate to the national con­
vention a t  Buffalo which nominated Martin Van Buren for  president and 
Charles Francis  Adams for  vice-president in 1848, and which was the 
beginning of t h e  Free  Soil party.  I t  is believed t h a t  Mr. Kasson survived 
every other person who wTas a member of tha t  historic convention. 

I n  1860 he was a delegate to  the  famous Wigwam convention, which 
nominated Abraham Lincoln for  the presidency. At tha t  convention he 
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was a member of the  committee on resolutions, and had  a large sha re  i n  
f raming the  platform on which t he  victory of t he  pa r ty  was  won i n  t h a t  
year. He was t he  author of the  resolution t h a t  declared freedom t o  b e  
the  normal condition of all  the  territories.  H e  also wrote t he  tariff p lank  
adopted by t he  convention. The  New York Tribune, whose editor was  also 
a member of the  committee on resolutions, gave Mr. Kasson credit  for  
being principal author  of the  platform. 

The first nomination made by President Lincoln a f te r  t he  selection of h i s  
cabinet, was t h a t  John A. Kasson for  first assistant  postmaster-general. 
The nomination was made a t  the  suggestion of Senator Grimes and  was  
quite unexpected by Mr. Kasson. I t  was dur ing h i s  incumbency t h a t  t he  
railway postoffice system was permanently established. Besides a t tending  
to  the details of the  office, Mr. Kasson found t ime to  revise and  codify 
t he  postal laws, and to lay the  basis for uniformity and grea t  reduction 
of postal ra tes  with foreign countries. H e  fa i thful ly  discharged t he  dut ies  
of the  important  position which he occupied. 

I n  1862 h e  was chosen the  representative f rom the  new fifth congres­
sional district, and was re-elected to the  succeeding congress. Before  
taking his  seat in  the  House of Representatives, h e  was invited by  t h e  
postmaster-general to complete some unfinished business which h e  had  
inaugurated. Shortly afterwards,  the  president, a t  t he  suggestion of t h e  
postmaster-general, appointed Mr. Kasson to  represent  the  United Sta tes  
a t  a postal congress to  be held a t  Paris.  I n  t h a t  congress, several na t ions  
were represented. The  work of the  congress resulted in improving t h e  
international postal service and i t  has  been the  basis of most, if n o t  all, 
of the  postal t reaties since made. 

Mr. Kasson was made a member of the  committee on Ways  and  Means 
as  soon as h e  entered congress. The  definite establishment of t h e  na t iona l  
banking system was pa r t  of h i s  work there. H e  supported t h e  con­
scription act, favored the  enrollment of negro soldiers and advocated t h e  
abolition of t he  f rank ing  privilege. Another measure which h e  advocated 
was the reservation of all mineral  property for  the  men  who would work  
the  lodes. H i s  speech in  1865 favoring t he  constitutional amendment  
abolishing slavery was pronounced by those opposed to  the  measure,  t h e  
greatest speech t h a t  was made for  the  amendment. 

The measures which Mr. Kasson brought forward,  most  of which h e  
succeeded in  gett ing on the  s tatute books, demonstrate the  broad states­
manship of t he  man. 

After  he ret i red f rom Congress in 1867, the  department made  use  of 
his  services in  t he  negotiation of postal t reat ies  wi th  foreign countries,  
in which he was quite successful. While t h u s  abroad, he  was, wi thout  
his  knowledge, nominated for representative in  the  Twelf th  General As­
sembly. To th i s  position he was twice re-elected. While a member of 
the  Iowa legislature he was largely instrumental  in  having  t he  work  
begun for the  erection of the  present  State House. A t  t h e  ad journed  
session of 1873 he was chairman of the  committee on t he  consideration 
of the  Code of t h a t  year, and doubtless i t  was largely because of h i s  
ability and promptness t h a t  the  work was done i n  t h e  shor t  t i m e  of 
thir ty  days. . 



2 8 0 0  JOURNAL O F  T H E  HOUSE. 

I n  1872 Mr.  Kasson was  .aga in  elected to congress a n d  again  in 1874. 
I n  1877, P re s iden t  Hayes  appointed  h i m  min i s t e r  t o  Vienna.  R e t u r n i n g  
f r o m  t h a t  court ,  he  was aga in  chosen t o  eongrcss.  I n  1884 P res iden t  
A r t h u r  appoin ted  h im  ambassador  to Ge imany .  While t he re  lie was  t h e  
na t ion ' s  special  envoy t o  t h e  Congo conference.  F o u r  yea r s  la ter  h e  at­
tended t h e  Samoan  conference w h e r e  negot ia t ions  were  made en t i re ly  
sa t i s fac tory  t o  th i s  country .  P res iden t  McKinley m a d e  liberal use  of 
Mr.  Kasson ' s  services in t h e  negot ia t ion of t r ea t i es  looking to reduce  
cus tom du t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  tariff  ac t  of 1897. 

Mr.  Kasson  was  a h igh  minded  s ta tesman .  E n d u r i n g  public good was  
h i s  a im.  T h i n g s  t empora ry  h a d  l i t t le  a t t r ac t ion  fo r  h im.  

Therefore ,  be  i t  resolved t h a t  i n  t h e  dea th  of J o h n  A. Kasson,  t he  s t a t e  
a n d  na t i on  h a s  been called upon t o  m o u r n  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of a worthy, up­
r i g h t  c i t izen;  a g r ea t  s t a t e sman  a n d  a n  honorable  man ,  and  

Be  i t  f u r t h e r  resolved, t h a t  a copy of these  resolut ions  be pr in ted  in 
t he  J o u r n a l  of t h e  House.  

FKA.VK S .  SNA.NKI.A.M), 

G KO. F .  CAHNOX, 

M .  F .  THOMPSON. 

Committee. 

Adopted  Apri l  10, 1913. 

HOX. W I L L  A R D  L E E  EATON. 

MK. SPEAKER—Your commit tee  appointed t o  d r a f t  resolut ions com­
m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  life, charac te r  an.d publ ic  services of t h e  Honorable  
Wil la rd  Lee  E a t o n  of Osage, Iowa,  a la te  member  of t h e  House, beg leave 
to r epo r t  t h e  fol lowing memor ia l :  

Wi l l a rd  L e e  Eaton,  twenty-eighth speaker  of t h e  House of Representa­
tives, died a t  h i s  home a t  Osage, J u n e  7, 1911. H e  was  born  in Delhi ,  
De laware  county,  Iowa, October 13, 1848, a n d  was  hence  i n  t he  sixty-
t h i r d  y e a r  of a usefu l  l i fe  when  dea th  claimed h im.  H i s  fa ther ,  Gen. 
Ar ie l  K .  Ea ton ,  was  a leading  m a n  i n  ear ly  Iowa,  and  was a member  of 
t h i s  House  i n  t h e  T h i r d  and  F o u r t h  General  Assemblies a n d  t h u s  took 
p a r t  i n  f r a m i n g  the  Iowa Code of 1851. Young Ea ton  was  educated i n  
t h e  common schools a n d  Cedar  Valley Seminary .  I n  1872 h e  was  m a d e  
LL .  B. i n  t h e  law depa r tmen t  of t h e  S t a t e  Universi ty,  H e  pract iced 
h i s  profess ion a t  Osage a n d  served a s  county  a t t o rney  of Mitchell coun ty  
one t e r m .  H e  was  mayor  of Osage t h r e e  t e rms .  I n  1897 h e  was elected 
to r ep re sen t  t h e  county of Mitchell  i n  t h e  House,  and  was  twice re-elected. 
I n  1902 h e  w a s  chosen speaker ,  t h e  second na t ive  of Iowa t o  a t t a in  t o  t h a t  
posit ion.  I l e  gave eminen t  sa t i s fac t ion  a s  a p res id ing  officer, a s  h e  h a d  
been u se fu l  a s  a member .  I n  1906 h e  was  elected a lumber  of t he  boa rd  
of r a i l road  commissioners,  wor th i ly  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  mixed admin i s t r a t ive  
a n d  judic ia l  du t ies  thereof .  I i i s  labors  t h e r e  wore upon  h is  hea l th ,  
a n d  h e  wil l ingly re t i red  a t  t h e  end  of one t e rm,  soon t he r ea f t e r  t o  p a s s  
f r o m  e a r t h .  




