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Senator Garrett, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke as 
follows:

Mr. President: In these days of increasing varie ties of p u rsu its  and
increasing complexities, the lives of the good and strong of character are 
an inspiration  to all of us.

Of those who have left th e ir  m ark  upon the pages of our s ta te ’s h isto ry  
there are  few who have set a  higher standard  th a n  Samuel McNutt.

He was of the plain people, believing in the d ignity  of tru e  manhood, 
devotion and loyalty to his home, h is friends, and his country.

To these he gave the full m easure of life’s service.
The world is richer because of h is faith fu l life.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Senator Jewell from a Special Committee submitted the follow­
ing report and moved its adopton:

W hereas, Since th e  la s t session of th e  G eneral A ssem bly, M artin  
N. Johnson, fo rm erly  a  m em ber of th is  body, has departed  th is  life, 
now be it

Resolved, T h a t th e re fo re  th is  tr ib u te  be offered to  h is m em ory:
M artin  Nelson Johnson  w as born  in  R acine county, W is., M arch 3, 

1850; he died a t  F argo , N. D., O ctober 21, 1909. W hen ye t in  h is  
infancy, he w as tak en  by h is fa th e r  to  th e  fam ily ’s new  hom e in  W in­
neshiek  county, Iowa. In  due tim e young Jo hnson  en tered  th e  S ta te  
U niversity, g rad u a tin g  in  1873. H e w as fo r a  sh o rt tim e a f te r  h is  
g rad u a tio n  in s tru c to r in  th e  C alifornia M ilita ry  Academ y a t  O akland. 
R e tu rn in g  to  Iowa he was ad m itted  to  th e  b a r  in  1876. H e had  ju s t  
been chosen a m em ber of th e  H ouse of R ep resen ta tives from  h is hom e 
county. In th a t  body he was m ade cha irm an  of th e  C om m ittee on th e  
S tate L ibrary . In 187 7 he w as elected a  m em ber of th e  S ta te  Senate, 
being in th a t  body when th e  p roh ib ito ry  am endm en t to  th e  C onstitu ­
tion  w as adopted  fo r subm ission to  th e  nex t G eneral A ssem bly, and  
supported  th a t  m easure. In  1880 he w as ch a irm an  in  th e  sam e com­
m ittee in  the  Senate. W hile a S enato r he secured th e  adop tion  of 
s ta tu to ry  provision un d er w hich persons apply ing  for o p p o rtu n ity  to 
teach special sub jects a re  allow ed to  ta k e  exam ination  for such spe­
cialty w ithou t being requ ired  to ta k e  a genera l exam ination . In  1876 
Mr. Johnson  was an elector fo r P re s id en t and  Vice P resid en t, casting  
his vote fo r H ayes arid W heeler. In  1884 he rem oved to  th e  te rr ito ry  
of D akota, and th e re  en tered  the  land w hich w as h is  hom e to  th e  last. 
He was prosecuting  a tto rn ey  for a couple of years, and  w as p resid en t 
of the  body th a t  d rafted  the  C onstitu tion  of th e  S tate  of N orth  D akota. 
In th is  convention he reso lu tely  contended ag a in s t a b icarm era l leg is­
la tu re , m ak ing  a strong  ligh t fo r a le g is la tu re  w ith  only one house, 
citing  as precedent m any o th e r s ta te s  an d  countries, inc lud ing  th a t  of 
his ancestors, Norway. The convention, how ever, adopted th e  p lan  
of a  leg is la tu re  w ith  two bodies. W hen the  first leg is la tu re  m et Mr.
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Johnson was nom inated by the Republican caucus for United States 
Senator, but a combination of disaffected Republicans with the minority 
party defeated him in the Jo in t Convention of the General Assembly. 
He was chairm an of the first Republican convention of the state. In 
1890 he was elected to Congress, representing the entire state. He 
was re-elected four times, serving as a member of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and as such participating in fram ing the tariff law 
of 1897. He voluntarily retired from Congress in 1889 to become a 
candidate for United States Senator. Defeated in his candidacy he 
returned to farm ing and grain dealing. In 1908 he was again a can­
didate for United States Senator, and in 1909 was elected by the legis­
lature as a member of tha t body, taking his seat March 4, 1909.

P. M. J e w e l l ,
A u g . A .  B a l l u f f ,
J a s . A . S m i t h ,

Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Sullivan moved that as a mark of respect to the deceased 
members, the Senate do now adjourn, 
adjourn.

Carried.

Senate adjourned.


