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Be I t  F urther Resolved: T h a t a copy of th is resolution be sp read  upon 
the Jou rna l of the  House, and  th a t  the  Chief Clerk be directed  to  fo rw ard  
an enrolled copy to the fam ily  of the deceased.

M A TTIE H A R P E R  
W ALLY E. HO RN  
K E IT H  H. D U N TO N

Com m ittee

FR A N C IS  JOHNSON

MR. S p e a k e r : Y our committee, appointed to p rep are  a su itab le  reso lu 
tion com mem orating the life, ch a rac ter and public service of th e  la te  H on
orable F rancis Johnson, begs leave to subm it the following m em orial:

F rancis Johnson was born in B u tler County, Iowa, A ugust 6, 1890. W ith 
his paren ts, F. H. and A nna Johnson, he moved to  Dickinson C ounty in 
1904. He was g raduated  from  the T erril and S p irit Lake H igh Schools. 
He attended the S tate  U niversity  of Iowa, g raduating  from  the College of 
Law, and was adm itted to the b a r  in 1912. He w as m arried  to S a ra  E. 
Thompson in 1914.

Mr. Johnson represented Dickinson County in the Iowa House of R ep re 
sentatives from  1923 to 1931, being a member of the F o rtie th , F o rtie th  
E x tra , Forty-first, Forty-second, Forty-second E x tra , F o rty - th ird  and 
F o rty -fourth  sessions of the G eneral Assembly, and served as S peaker 
during  the F o rty -fourth  G eneral Assembly. He was one of the  o rig ina l 
sponsors of bills fo r sta te  ne t income tax . He was a Republican in politics.

Mr. Johnson farm ed in Dickinson County and lived a t  T e rr il and 
Arnolds Park. He served as tow nship clerk and d irector of the  T erril S av 
ings Bank.

In  1934, he was elected presiden t of the Iowa F arm  B ureau  F ed era tio n  
and held th a t position fo r 10 years. He had been a d irector of the  A m erican  
F arm  Bureau Federation  and also served as president of the Iow a T a x 
payers Association.

He was a member of the T erril M ethodist Episcopal C hurch, and the  
Richloyd Lodge of the  A .F . and A.M. a t  Terril.

In  1952, he made an unsuccessful bid fo r the Republican nom ination fo r 
s ta te  secretary  of agricu lture.

A t the time of his death on F eb ru ary  27, 1973, a t  the F riendsh ip  H aven 
R etirem ent Home in F o rt Dodge, Mr. Johnson was survived by his w ife, 
Sara.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the House of R epresen ta tives o f the S ix ty -  
fifth  General A ssem bly o f Iow a: T h a t in the passing  of the H onorable 
F rancis Johnson, the  s ta te  has lost an honored citizen and a fa ith fu l an d  
useful public servant, and the  House by th is resolution would exp ress its  
appreciation of his service, and tender its sym pathy to the m em bers o f th e  
fam ily.

Be I t  F urther Resolved: T h a t a copy of th is resolution be sp read  upon 
the Jou rna l of the House, and th a t  the Chief Clerk be directed to fo rw ard  
an enrolled copy to the fam ily  of the deceased.
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