
JOURNAL OP T H E  HOUSE. 2015 

a n t  Hill, F o r t  De Russy, Tupelo, Old Town Creek, Nashville and  o thers .  
Af te r  t h e  w a r  h e  returned t o  Hancock county and o n  March 31, 1S'67, 
was married t o  Miss Polly E .  Robbins. T h e  same  yea r  h e  was  elected a 
member of t h e  board of supervisors and  in  1869 h e  w a s  elected first au 
ditor of Hancock county which office h e  held fo r  e ight  consecutive yea r s .  
I n  1881 h e  was again elected audi tor  and  re-elected i n  1883. I n  1897 h e  
was elected t o  represent Wright  and Hancock counties i n  t h e  s ta te  legisla
tu re  and served i n  t he  Twenty-seventh General Assembly w i th  honor  a n d  
distinction. When  po t  engaged i n  public l i f e  Mr. Christ ie  prefer red  t h e  
quiet life of a f a rmer  and  by h i s  peaceful pursu i t  acquired considerable 
property. H e  was  one of the  pioneer set t lers of t h e  county and  w e  be
lieve i ts  last  surviving volunteer soldier. Decedent w a s  a member  of t h e  
Universalist church, t he  G. A. R .  Post  and  of Bethel Lodge No. 319 A. 
P .  and A. M. 

Therefore be i t  Resolved, T h a t  i n  h i s  dea th  t h e  s t a t e  and  county  i n  
which h e  resided has  lost a worthy a n d  upr ight  citizen, a va l iant  soldier,  
and a n  honorable man,  and  w e  hereby extend to  h i s  bereaved re la t ives  
and f r iends  ou r  sincere sympathy;  and  be i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved, T h a t  a copy of these resolutions be pr in ted  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  
of the  House and t h a t  t he  Chief Clerk be directed to  forward  a n  engrossed 
copy to  the  family of the  deceased. 

A .  C .  R I P L E Y ,  

W .  C .  B K O W N ,  

J .  W .  E L L I S ,  

Committee. 
Adopted.  

HON. ABRAHAM JACOBSEN. 

M E .  S P E A K E B :  Your committee appointed t o  d r a f t  resolutions commem
orating t he  life, character  and  public services of t h e  Honorable Abraham 
Jacote  en of Winneshiek County, l a te  member of t h i s  House, beg leave 
t o  report  t h e  following memorial:  

Abraham Jacobsen was born i n  Telemarken, Norway, J a n u a r y  3, 1836, 
came wi th  h i s  parents t o  America in  t he  spr ing of 1848. T h e  f ami ly  
settled in Muskego, Racine County, Wisconsin. Mr. Jacobsen t h e n  a b o u t  
twelve years old went to  work for  a m a n  who kept  hotel, s tore  and  post  
office a t  Li t t le  Muskego Lake, h i s  wages being twenty-five cents  pe r  week.  
H i s  employer took a n  interest  in t h e  lad f rom t h e  d is tant  l and  of t h e  
north,  and  would on Sundays teach h i m  t o  read English,  h i s  t e x t  book 
being t h e  New Testament.  La te r  h e  furnished h i m  wi th  clothes a n d  
books and sent  h i m  t o  school. I n  1850 t h e  Jacobsen family  moved t o  
Winneshiek County, Iowa, and settled nea r  Decorah. 

I n  1852 Mr. Jacobsen, now sixteen years  old, l e f t  home t o  s t udy  a t  
wha t  was then  known a s  t he  Sta te  University of Illinois, located a t  
Springfield, which was  buil t  a n d  supported by t he  Lutherans .  T h e  great
est par t  of t h e  journey f rom Decorah t o  Springfield w a s  accomplished o n  
foot. H e  was t he  first Norwegian a t tending a higher  inst i tut ion of learii  
ing  in  th i s  country. H e  w a s  a classmate of Robert  Lincoln. J o h n  H a y  
was  also a s tudent  the re  a t  t h e  same time. To help pay h i s  way a t  school 



2016 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE. 

he was employed as janitor and later as custodian in the court house. 
Abraham Lincoln addressed meetings there on several occasions while Mr. 
Jacobsen was employed in the building, a s  Mr. Lincoln was a candidate 
for the United States Senate before the  legislature a t  tha t  period. Later 
Mr. Jacobsen was employed as librarian in the Supreme Court rooms, 
where Abraham Lincoln and his friends would meet nearly every even
ing discussing politics and telling stories. The last time he met Mr. 
Lincoln was in  I860, when he was nominated for the  presidency, and 
when Mr. Jacobsen among the  thousand of Springfield citizens met Mr. 
Lincoln with a hearty greeting and handshake. 

After Mr. Jacobsen had finished school he became pastor of the First 
Lutheran church in Chicago, where he stayed about one year, and then 
returned to  Iowa, but was soon called to  the newly organized Dakota 
territory. The journey to Dakota was made by a small party driving 
over land with oxen and following a trail f rom Ft .  Atkinson through Ft. 
Dodge to  Sioux City, enduring hardships and privation, and in constant 
danger of Indians and renegades who were roaming over the boundless 
prairies. The party finally reached their destination in Dakota. 

Mr. Jacobeen's mission fields were a t  Yankton, Elk Point and Vermil
lion, where Norwegian emigrants had formed settlements. Dr. Jayne, whose 
acquaintance Mr. Jacobsen had made in Springfield, was at this time 
governor of Dakota territory and resiâed in Yankton. At his home Mr. 
Jacobsen was a welcome visitor whenever be had a moment to spare in 
his work. After organizing congregations where conditions and number 
would permit in  this  field, he returned to  Decorah. 

I n  1860 he was sent to the Emigrant Quarantine Station a t  Quebec, 
Canada, to assist the Norwegian emigrants who were landing there in 
great numbers. Through his efforts better conditions and better facili
ties were established for getting the passengers started on their inland 
journey. After  his mission in Quebec was accomplished, he spent three 
years a t  home on the farm, and in the fall of 1864 h e  went to St. Louis. 
Missouri and took u p  post-graduate studies a t  the German Lutheran Theo
logical Seminary and finished his course in 1S'66. In  the winter of 1868, 
he was sent out to do missionary work in the  new found settlements in 
Ottertail, Douglas and other counties in Minnesota, where he made his 
trips over the snow covered trackless prairies on a pair of skis, or Nor
wegian snow shoes, and held services nearly every day in the settlers' 
houses and organized congregations. A great number of fine churches 
today mark the fields of his early work. The same year he was called 
as  permanent pastor to Dane county, Wisconsin and stayed there until 
1878, when poor health forced him to  retire from the  ministry and he 
moved to his parents' farm in  Winneshiek County, Iowa, which he bought 
and took his old parents under his care during their remaining years. -His 
father died in 1879 and his mother i n  1884. Even as  an active farmer he 
found time to  serve the neighboring congregations temporarily, and was 
always an active member of the .United Lutheran church, and had its 
welfare and progress a t  heart. 

Mr. Jacobsen was actively interested in the great political questions of 
the day, and was honored with many positions of t rust  in his community. 
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H e  was extensively engaged in  settling u p  estates and  probate ma t t e r s .  
F o r  many years h e  was president of t h e  Norwegian Mutual Insurance As
sociation of Winneshiek county. H e  took great interest  i n  t h e  preserva
tion of the  pioneer history of t h e  state, and he  did considerable wr i t i ng  
on  th is  subject, both in  t he  English and Norwegian languages. Be ing  
a man  of mind and action he  was  a l E O  both a theoretical and pract ical  
farmer.  His  fa rm was u p  t o  date  i n  every respect, b u t  h e  w a s  a lways  
willing to  impart  h i s  knowledge and experience to  others. He. was  f o r  t h e  
last  fifteen years of h i s  life editor of t h e  "Practical Farmer ' s"  depart
ment of Decorah Posten, a leading Norwegian newspaper. 

Whereas, The. Hon. Abraham Jacobsen, member of t h e  Thi r t i e th  a n d  
Thirty-first General Assemblies, departed this'  l ifë on  t h e  15th day  of 

May, 1910, a t  his  home near  Decorah, Iowa, and, 
Whereas, The  life and character of t h e  deceased w e r e  such a s  t o  en

tit le him to the  respect and esteem of all who knew him—a m a n  beloVed 
by all for  h i s  generous and kindly heart ,  his  sterl ing integrity a n d  up
rightness of life; therefore be i t  

Resolved, Tha t  the  House of Representatives take  t h i s  occasion t o  ex
press -its high regards and appreciation of his  character and public ser
vices, and a t  th i s  t ime extend to his  family i t s  sincere. sympathy i n  t h e i r  
sorrow; and be i t  fur ther  

Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be  spread upon t h e  J o u r n a l  
of t h e  House and t ha t  t h e  chief clerk be  directed to  send a n  enrolled copy 
to  t h e  family of t he  deceased. 

L .  M .  E N G E R ,  

T H O S .  H I C K E N L O O P E B ,  

G .  W .  K O O N T Z ,  
Committee. 

Adopted. 

HON. JAMES B. STUCKEY. 

M R .  S P E A K E B :  Your committee appointed t o  prepare and presen t  suit
ab le  resolutions respecting t h e  l ife,  character  a n d  public serv ices  of 
t h e  Honorable  J a m e s  B. Stuckey, l a t e  a member  of t h e  H o u s e  of 
Representatives of t h e  ¡sixteenth General  Assembly of Iowa, b e g  leave  
t o  repor t  t h e  following: 

T h e  subject  of th i s  memorial  w a s  born November 7, 1834, a n d  de
parted th is  -life a t  his  home i n  Moulton, Appanoose County, Iowa, 
o n  t h e  first day of December, 1909. H e  w a s  engaged i n  t h e  occupa
t ion  of f a rming  and  stock rais ing f r o m  t h e  t i m e  h e  came t o  Appanoose  
county, a number  of yea r s  ago, u p  t o  a f e w  years  ago,  when  h e  r e t i r e d  
f r o m  t h i s  occupation a n d  moved t o  t h e  town of Moulton. 

Mr. Stuckey was  a m a n  who w a s  loved a n d  respected b y  a l l  w h o  
knew him.  H e  was  a n  act ive member ,  of t h e  Methodist  c h u r c h  a n d  
took an  interest in all matters  pertaining to  t he  welfare of t h a t  organiza
tion. 

H e  was  identified wi th  t h e  democratic par ty ,  a n d  ac t ive  i n  t h e  
councils of h i s  par ty .  H e  was  elected t o  t h e  office of Rep re sen t a t i ve  
f r o m  Appanoose county t o  t h e  Sixteenth General  Assembly of Iowa ,  

127 . 




