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H O N . S A M U E L  L. G RA H A M

M r . S p e a k e r : Y our com m ittee , appo in ted  to p re p a re  re so lu tio n s  in
com m em oration  of th e  life , c h a ra c te r  and serv ices of th e  H onorab le  
Sam uel L. G raham , beg leave to  subm it the  fo llow ing  re p o r t :

Sam uel L. G rah am  w as bo rn  in  W ash ing ton  C ounty , P e n n sy lv a n ia , 
an d  d ep arted  th is  life  a t  h is hom e in O ttum w a, Iow a, on th e  13th d ay  
of O ctober, 1930, a t  th e  age of seven ty -e igh t y ea rs . H e is su rv iv ed  by 
one d au g h te r , M rs. Je sse  G rah am  R eam  of O ttum w a.

H av in g  g ra d u a te d  fro m  th e  h igh  school of W ash in g to n , P e n n sy lv a n ia , 
he enrolled  as a s tu d e n t of W ash in g to n  and  Je ffe rso n  College, la te r  
e n te r in g  W ay n esb u rg  College a t  W aynesbu rg , P e n n sy lv a n ia , f ro m  w hich  
college he w as g ra d u a te d . H e th en  took a course in  th e  Y ale law  school 
in  co n stitu tio n a l an d  com m ercial law .

A t v a rio u s tim es M r. G rah am  w as p rin c ip a l of a  g ra d e d  school, s u p e r 
in ten d en t o f city  schools and  su p e r in te n d e n t of co u n ty  schools in D eK alb  
C ounty , Illinois. H e th e n  en te red  th e  re ta il clothing' b u sin ess  in  O ttu m w a, 
Iow a, w hich business he conducted  abou t fifteen  y e a rs . In  1920 he  w as 
elected s ta te  re p re se n ta tiv e  fro m  W apello coun ty  on th e  rep u b lic an  t ic k e t 
and  served co n tin u a lly  in  th e  Iow a L e g is la tu re  u n ti l  1926 w hen he re t ire d . 
In  1927 he w as elected c ity  com m issioner of the c ity  o f O ttu m w a, Iow a, 
w hich office he held fo r  tw o  y ea rs .

M r. G rah am  a lw ay s took a g r e a t  in te re s t in  com m un ity  a ffa irs  a n d  
w as a m em ber of severa l lodges and  clubs, am ong  th em  th e  M ason ic  
Lodge, th e  E lk s and  Odd F ellow s. H e con tinued  h is  a c tiv ity  in  com 
m u n ity  a ffa irs  u n ti l  th e  day  befo re  h is d ea th .

F u n e ra l serv ices w ere  held O ctober 16, fro m  th e  F i r s t  M eth o d is t 
E p iscopal C hurch  of O ttum w a, Iow a, and  w ere  in c h a rg e  of O ttu m w a  
Lodge, 347, B. P . 0 . E .

Therefore , B e  I t  R eso lved  by the H ouse  o f  R e p re se n ta t i v e s  o f  the  
F o r ty - fo u r th  General A ssem b ly ,  T h a t in th e  p a ss in g  of th e  H o n o rab le  
Sam uel L. G rah am  th e  s ta te  lost a  loyal and  v a lu ab le  c itizen , a  m a n  o f 
public  s p ir it  and  one who w as a lw ays re a d y  to  do h is p a r t  f o r  h is  
com m unity  and  fo r  h is s ta te , an d  th is  H ouse by th is  re so lu tio n  te n d e rs  
its  sy m p ath y  to  h is  su rv iv in g  d a u g h te r ; and

B e  I t  F u r th e r  Resolved,  T h a t these re so lu tio n s  be sp re a d  upon  th e  
Jo u rn a l, and  an  en ro lled  copy sen t to th e  su rv iv in g  re la tiv e .

L e o n a r d  S i m m e r ,
L .  B .  F o r s l i n g ,
J .  T .  H a n s e n ,

C o m m it tee .
U nanim ously  ad o p ted  A p r i l  13, 1931.

H O N . C. B. H U T C H IN S

M r . S p e a k e r : Y our com m ittee, ap p o in ted  to  p re p a re  re so lu tio n s  in
com m em oration  of th e  life , c h a ra c te r  and  se rv ices of th e  H on. C lay to n  
B. H u tch in s , beg  leave to  subm it th e  fo llow ing  re p o r t:

C layton B. H u tch in s  w as born  n e a r  M oira , in  F ra n k l in  C o u n ty , N ew  
Y ork, J a n u a r y  11, 1849, th e  son of D ex te r H, a n d  H elen  M. (W h itn e y )
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H utchins. W ith his p a ren ts  he came to  Iowa in the sp ring  of 1855, 
trav e lin g  by p ra irie  schooner and by boat on the  G reat Lakes from  
Ogdenburg, New York, to Chicago, a journey th a t required eighteen 
days to reach th e ir  destination, which was a fa rm  near the village of 
N ational, in Clayton County, Iowa. In 1869, the fam ily em igrated to 
K ossuth county, where M r. H utchins resided for sixty-two years. Hence 
th is hardy  pioneer becam e one of the outstanding men in the county’s 
and northw estern  Iow a’s history.

In  Septem ber, 1869, he sta rted  by stage to a ttend  the S ta te  U niversity 
of Iowa. Here he spent two years, but on account of the losses occasioned 
by the depredations of the grasshoppers in the early  seventies, was 
compelled to abandon th is  work.

Mr. H utchins then w ent to teaching school and ta u g h t in Kossuth, 
Palo Alto and Clayton counties. About th is  tim e he w as united in 
m arriage  to Miss Eva H am ilton and to them  seven sons w ere born, four 
of whom survive: H arold D., Lawrence C., Carlton B., a t  Algona, and 
R alph W., a t Gilman, Wis.

Mr. H utchins’ work fo r the public, and his definite ideas in regard  
to some of the legislation proposed a t the tim e of the T h irty -fou rth  and 
T h irty -fifth  General Assemblies, from  1910 to 1913, resulted in his election 
to  the Iowa Legislature as represen tative from  Kossuth county.

He sponsored the p rim ary  election law, which changed the tim e thereof 
from  the first Tuesday to the firs t Monday in June. He took the leader
ship in the effort to p reven t the division of Kossuth county.

In  the course of his life of over sixty years in Kossuth county, Mr. 
H utchins occupied m any positions of public tru s t  and responsibility, such 
as school director, county surveyor, county auditor, p resident of the 
K ossuth County F arm ers In stitu te , president of the Algona Co-operative 
Cream ery Company, p resident of the Kossuth County M utual F ire  
Insurance Company, vice presiden t of the County Savings Bank, and 
other offices of m inor character.

He espoused the religious fa ith  of the C ongregational Church, and 
was chairm an of the board of tru stees of the Algona church during  the 
pas to ra te  of Rev. W. J. Suckow.

He passed aw ay M arch 28, 1931, in his eighty-th ird  year.
Therefore, Be I t  Resolved, T hat the House of R epresentatives take  th is 

occasion to p resen t th is  tr ib u te  to the memory of a fa ith fu l public servant, 
and to express appreciation of his charac ter and public services, and a t 
the same tim e extend to relatives most sincere sym pathy.

Be I t  F ur ther  Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be prin ted  
in the Jo u rn a l of the House and th a t  the Chief Clerk be directed to 
fo rw ard  to the fam ily of the deceased an enrolled copy.

A. H. B o n n s t e t t e r ,
E. O . H e l g a s o n ,
P. H. D o n l o n ,

Committee.

Unanimously adopted April 13, 1931.


