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LEANDER “LEE” WARREN HOLT

Leander W arren Holt, w as born A ugust 30, 1909, to P e te r and  Anna Edward 
H olt in Earlville, 111. Lee passed  away W ednesday, October 29, 1997, a t  St. Luke 
L u theran  Home, Spencer, Iowa a t  the age of e ighty-eight years. H is early  
childhood w as spen t on a farm  near O ttosen, Iowa. Lee g raduated  from O ttosen 
High School and la te r  from the A m erican In s titu te  of B usiness in  Des Moines. In 
1935, he was employed by the Iowa House of R epresentatives in the 46th G eneral 
Assembly.

On Ju n e  27, 1937, he m arried  Dorothy V anB urskirk  in  O ttosen. One son, John 
and two daughters, Sondra and  B arbara  com prised th e ir family. They were also 
blessed w ith eigh t g randchildren . Lee was a mem ber of the F irs t English 
L u theran  Church w here he served as an officer for 30 years. He also served six 
years on the board of the L u theran  Home F inding Society in F o rt Dodge, Iowa. In 
1950, he w as appointed as a director for the Iowa Safety Congress.

He was P res id en t and  chairm an  of the Board of D irectors of St. Luke L utheran  
Home from 1963-1993. D uring th a t period, The H ighlands was studied  and built 
w ith Lee and  Dorothy as the f irs t residen ts of the facility. Lee served as an 
honorary board m em ber in the early  p lanning stages for the A ssisted Living, Adult 
Day Care C enter now nam ed in his honor. He was p residen t of the Iowa 
Automobile D ealers in 1968. In 1977 and  1978, he served as chairm an of the 
Board of Fellows of A ugustana College in Sioux Falls. In 1978, he received the 
Northwood In s titu te  aw ard for support of education. He served on an  advisory 
council for Iowa Lakes Comm unity College and  also on the s ta te  Board of 
Vocational E ducation Advisory Council. He served on the Legislative Council for 
AARP for the s ta te  of Iowa. He was a m em ber of the S teering Committee in 
fundraising  for the Spencer C ancer U nit. In  1995, Governor B ranstad  appointed 
him to the S ta te  Ju d ic ia l N om inating Commission.

Lee served for a num ber of years as S ta te  D rivers License E xam iner and as a 
mem ber of the Iowa H ighw ay S ta te  Patrol. In  1946, he resigned from the Patro l 
and  became associated  in  the autom obile business. In 1964, he purchased the 
autom obile deale rsh ip  which bore his nam e, Lee H olt Motors. Time Magazine 
nam ed him Q uality  Auto D ealer for Iowa in  1972.

In 1978, Lee w as elected to the Iowa House of R epresentatives and  served in 
the 68th and  69th  G eneral A ssem blies rep resen ting  Clay and  Palo Alto County. In 
1983, he w as elected to the Iowa Senate and  served in the 70th, 71st, and 72nd 
G eneral Assem blies. A fter serving six years in  the Senate, he re tired  from the 
Legislature.

NOW, THEREFO RE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE 
SEVENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IOWA: T h a t in the passing of 
the H onorable L eander W arren  Holt, the  S ta te  has lost an  honored citizen known 
to all who d ea lt w ith  him  as a “True G entlem an” and a fa ith fu l and useful public 
servan t, and th a t th e  S enate  by th is  Resolution, expresses its  appreciation of his 
service to the S ta te  and  tenders its  sym pathy and  k indest regards to the mem bers 
of h is family.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: T h at a copy of th is resolution be spread upon 
the Jo u rn a l of the Senate and  th a t the Secretary  of the Senate be instructed  to 
forward an enrolled copy to the fam ily of the deceased.

JO HN  P. KIBBIE, Chair 
WILMER RENSINK 
MARY LOU FREEMAN

Committee

EMIL J . HUSAK

Emil J . H usak was born to William and M ary H usak on Septem ber 18, 1930, in 
Toledo, Iowa. He had six brothers and two sisters. He passed away on Ju ly  30, 
1997, a t  the age of sixty-six.

Emil was a m em ber of the Toledo American Legion Post #72, 40-8, K.D. Lodge, 
Eagles, Kiwanis, Farm  B ureau, F arm ers’ Union and the St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church in Tama, Iowa. He served in the Army during the Korean Conflict from 1952 
until 1954.

In 1955, Emil m arried  Dorothy Uhlenberg, and together they started  a grain and 
livestock farm approxim ately one-half mile from where he grew up. He also drove a 
school bus for the South Tam a County Community School D istrict for twelve years.

Em il and Dorothy became the paren ts of three sons and two daughters: Michael 
of M arshalltow n, Iowa; D ennis of St. Charles, Missouri; Joseph, deceased; Janice 
M orales of Lake Zurich, Illinois, and Laurie Friedhoff of U rbandale, Iowa. Their 
family grew w ith the addition of ten  grandchildren.

Senator H usak’s political career began in 1970, when he was elected to five two- 
year term s in the Iowa House, serving in the 64th, 65th, 66th, 67th, 67thEX, and 
68 th ' G eneral Assemblies. He was then elected to serve four term s in the Iowa 
Senate and served in  the 69th, 69thEX, 70th, 71st, 72nd, 73rd, 74th, 75th, and 76th 
G eneral Assemblies un til 1996.

D uring his 26 years as a legislator, his priorities included preservation of the 
family farm , needs of the elderly, education, veterans’ affairs, the environm ent and 
economic development. Senator H usak devoted considerable effort toward 
preserving the in tegrity  of the S tate Juvenile Home, the Iowa V eterans’ Home and 
the Iowa Braille School. He .worked en thusiastically  for the Special Olympics, 
lowering taxes and alw ays listened to the ideas of those in his D istrict. Senator 
H usak also encouraged each of his children and grandchildren to visit him a t the 
S tate  Capitol during the sessions to view the process a t work.

Em il’s top priorities were his wife, children, grandchildren, and the family farm. 
Emil continued to farm , and, also, became involved in  wood crafting. Emil’s hobbies 
included hunting, fishing, golfing and family gatherings.


