
2238 JOURNAL OF T H E  HOUSE. 

unselfish devotion t o  o u r  h ighe r  ideals.  I t  is reflected in  h u m a n  
conduct  and  m a k e s  t h e  r e a l  character is t ics  of t h e  m a n .  Fo r  th i s  
reason charac ter  is h igher  t h a n  intel lect  and  r i g h t  l iving bet ter  t h a n  
h igh  th ink ing .  T h o u g h t  is a m e r e  func t ion  of t h e  b ra in ,  while con
d u c t  is  t h e  expression of t h e  soul. 

Mr. P l a t t e r  was  p u r e  in  thought ,  in  act ion t rue ,  and  in purpose 
f a i t h fu l .  H e  was a lways act ive and  h e l p f u l  in h i s  civic and social 
relat ions.  H e  loved h i s  fel lowmen,  h i s  community,  h i s  s t a te  and  h i s  
nat ion,  and  offered t o  each t h e  fu l l e s t  measu re  of devotion. Right
eousness and  t r u t h  is  w h a t  h e  sought ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  policy or expedi
ency. I n  every good cause h e  was  a wil l ing worker ,  and to  every 
effort  f o r  t h e  be t t e rmen t  of h i s  communi ty  o r  s t a t e  h e  lent  a help
f u l  h a n d .  

Looking back  over h i s  l i fe  i t  seems t h a t  loyalty w a s  his  g rea t  pas
s ion—loyal ty t o  f r i ends ,  loyalty t o  city, loyalty t o  s t a t e  and loyalty 
t o  nat ion.  T o  these  h e  gave wi thou t  s t in t .  All of t h e m  h e  served, 
a n d  w h e n  i t  came  t o  t h e  supremest  t e s t — t h a t  of offering his l i fe  f o r  
t h e  preservat ion of t h e  Union, h e  did n o t  fa l t e r .  H e  knew of t h e  
sacrifices t h a t  were  m a d e  t o  preserve a n d  pe rpe tua t e  t h e  nation, and  
every m a n  w h o  enlisted wi th  h i m  i n  t h i s  cause was  h i s  comrade and  
brother .  

When  l i fe ' s  t h r ead  w a s  a lmost  broken,  a n d  while  l is tening to  t h e  
waves a s  t hey  b roke  upon  t h e  o ther  shore,  h i s  t hough t s  turned  t o  
these  g ray  ha i red  comrades h e  was  leaving behind,  a n d  as  h e  dreamed, 
t h e  f e r r y m a n  took  h i m  over t h e  River Styx t o  jo in  h i s  bre thren  who 
h a d  gone before .  

On New Year ' s  day  1910, h e  was  laid a t  res t  i n  t h e  Evergreen 
cemetery,  w h e r e  t h e  G. A.  R .  Post ,  of which t h e  deceased w a s  a mem
ber ,  conducted t h e  impressive r i tual is t ic  services over t he  remains  
of the i r  dead comrade .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved, Tha t  a copy of th i s  resolution be spread 
upon the  journal  of the House, and tha t  the  Chief Clerk transmit  an  
engrossed copy thereof t o  t h e  fami ly  of t h e  deceased. 

E .  A .  L A I I S O N .  

L .  E .  I S T A X L E Y .  

D o r o T . A S  R O C R R S .  

Committee. 
Adopted March 23, 1917. 

A A R O N  B .  H O L B E R T .  

Mr. Speaker—Your  commit tee  appointed t o  p repare  resolutions 
commemora t ing  t h e  l i f e  a n d  w o r k  of t h e  Hon .  A. B. Holbert ,  l a t e  
of Delaware county, Iowa,  beg leave t o  r epor t  t h e  following mem
or i a l  : 

Aaron  B. Holber t  w a s  b o r n  in  Luzerne  county Pennsylvania,  Sep
t e m b e r  29, 1853, a n d  died i n  Chicago, Illinois, December 6, 1916. 
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I n  18 58 h e  moved w i t h  h i s  p a r e n t s  t o  a f a r m  n e a r  P e t e r s b u r g ,  
Delaware  county,  Iowa.  I n  1879 t h e  fami ly  moved  t o  Hopk in ton ,  
whe re  be t t e r  educat ional  advantages  were  offered.  A. B .  Holber t ,  
however,  a t tended Lenox college i n  1875 a n d  187G. I n  1878 h e  en
tered t he  horse business upon a ra ther  limited scale, b u t  gradually en
larged h i s  business un t i l  h e  w a s  known a s  t h e  l a rge s t  impor t e r  of 
pedigreed horses  i n  t h e  United States .  H e  a lso  owned a n d  opera ted  
everal  l a rge  f a r m s  i n  Delaware  county,  besides owning  l a r g e  t r a c t s  
of l and  in  o ther  s t a t e s  a n d  i n  Canada .  

On F e b r u a r y  2, 1881,  h e  w a s  un i t ed  in  m a r r i a g e  t o  Miss E l m a  D.  
Baker ,  and  she  w i t h  t h e i r  six chi ldren,  namely ,  Thos .  R. ,  F r e d  B. ,  
Ben jamin ,  Charmion,  W a r r e n  Louis a n d  M a r a j o r i e  Madalene,  a r e  l e f t  
t o  m o u r n .  

H e  w a s  elected t o  t h e  36 th  genera l  assembly i n  1914 f r o m  Dela
w a r e  county,  a n d  served i n  t h a t  capacity i n  a n  acceptable  m a n n e r .  
W a s  re-elected t o  t h e  s a m e  posit ion in  t h e  f a l l  of 1916.  

Mr. Holber t  w a s  regarded  a s  o n e  of t h e  m o s t  c redi tab le  m e m 
be r s  of t h e  legislature.  H e  w a s  a m a n  of splendid  abi l i ty ,  en te rp r i se  
a n d  public spiri t ,  and  was  respected by  a l l  w h o  k n e w  h i m  f o r  h i s  
in tegr i ty  and  upr ightness  of charac ter .  H e  w a s  a m a n  w h o  w a s  a l 
ways active in  business and f ra te rna l  circles, and  h i s  ever-ready smile  
and  jovial disposition endeared h im to the  hea r t s  of all, young a n d  
old. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, Tha t  in  the  death of Aaron B. Holbert, t h e  
s ta te  has  lost a n  able statesman, the  county a splendid business man,  a n d  
t he  people a n  upr ight  citiezn and  an  honorable m a n ;  and  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be pr inted i n  t h e  Journa l  of 
t he  House, and the  Chief Clerk be directed to  forward a n  engrossed copy 
to  t he  family of the  deceased. 

S .  W .  K X A U S ,  

R .  W .  A N D E R S O N ,  

W M .  BECKER,  

Committee. 
Adopted March 27, 1917. 

H O N .  H .  K .  S K I N N E R .  

MR. SPEAKER—Your commit tee  appointed t o  p r e p a r e  a n d  p r e s e n t  
sui table  resolut ions respect ing t h e  l ife,  cha rac t e r  a n d  public services  
of t h e  Hon.  H .  K .  Skinner ,  w h o  represen ted  J a s p e r  county  i n  t h e  
th i r ty - four th  genera l  assembly, beg  t o  submi t  t h e  fol lowing r e p o r t :  

Hon .  H .  K .  Skinner  who  represented t h e  county  of J a s p e r  i n  t h e  
th i r ty- four th  genera l  assembly died a t  h i s  h o m e  i n  t h e  townsh ip  o£ 
Clear  Creek, J a s p e r  county,  Iowa,  November  14,  1915.  

Mr. Skinner  moved wi th  h i s  pa ren t s  t o  F t .  Dodge,  Iowa ,  i n  1 8 5 3  
a n d  t o  J a s p e r  county in  1860. W a s  m a r r i e d  J a n u a r y  19,  1 8 7 1  t o  
Mary Keyes who died in  1875. Two children survive, Wal te r  of New
ton ,  Iowa a n d  Mrs. George Boyd of F a r r a r ,  Iowa.  




