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BOURKE BLAKEMORE HICKENLOOPER

M r . P r e s id e n t  : Your committee, appointed to  prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character, and public service of the late Hon­
orable Bourke Blakemore Hickenlooper, begs leave to submit the following 
memorial:

His proud parents named him Bourke Blakemore Hickenlooper when he 
was born on July  21, 1896, in the small Taylor County town of Blockton in 
Southwest Iowa. By the time he departed this life seventy-five years later, 
on September 4, 1971, his unusual, multi-syllabled name was rolling easily 
off the tongues of those in virtually every Iowa household and the man to 
whom it belonged had become the “winningest” political figure in the history 
of Iowa.

When he decided to make politics his career, Bourke Blakemore Hicken­
looper realized his ra ther difficult-to-pronounce name m ight prove a  vote- 
getting liability unless he found a way to change it  into an asset. So, as 
a  candidate fo r lieutenant governor, he went from  door-to-door encouraging 
people to call him ju s t plain “Hick”. W earing a  broad g rin  he explained 
the reason why in every nook and cranny of the sta te  by telling about the  
time, as a small boy, his mother sent him to the drug store in the county 
seat Bedford.

“I asked fo r a  nickel’s worth of assafetida and told the druggist to  charge 
it,” he’d recount. “He asked me my name. I told him it was Bourke Blake­
more Hickenlooper. {He asked me to say i t  again. I did. He said 'H ere 
sonny, take it. I t  isn’t  worth a nickel to w rite assafetida and Hickenlooper 
on the same charge ticket.”

From his rich, ru ra l background, he branched out to  win a  degree in in­
dustrial science from Iowa State and a degree in law from  the U niversity 
of Iowa on his way to  becoming the number one Republican on the foreign 
relations committee of the United States Senate and a confidant of Presi­
dents of both political parties. He served as chairman of the Jo in t Atomic 
Energy Committee, was named a representative of the United S tates to the 
United Nations General Assembly by President Eisenhower in 1958 and to  
a congressional team  to oversee the South Vietnam elections by President 
Johnson in 1966.

Only the late Senator William B. Allison, among Iowans, enjoyed a  longer 
record of service in the Senate than  Bourke Blakemore Hickenlooper and 
Senator Allison’s record was made in the days before senators were elected 
by popular vote.

With his tw enty-four years in the Senate, two years as Governor of Iowa, 
four years as L ieutenant Governor of Iowa, and four years as a  S tate 
Representative from  Linn county, where he established his home and law 
practice after re turn ing  from World W ar I, Senator Hickenlooper devoted 
thirty-four years—nearly half his lifetime—to public service.

The people of his native state, together w ith his colleagues in  the  United 
States Congress, held him in high esteem fo r his devotion to  principles, his 
unswerving loyalty, his unquestioned integrity, and his enviable ability to  
get along with others. Yes, and fo r his enduring humility, perhaps best 
exhibited by the Senator on October 5, 1961 when nearly  1,200 friends from  
Iowa and around the nation gathered in Cedar Rapids to pay him honor.
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Form er Presidents Hoover and Eisenhower were among those who sent 
accolades, which were interspersed w ith spoken tributes by many of his 
Senate colleagues who came in person fo r the grand occasion.

“I wish th a t the many fine things th a t have been said about me could 
be fully accurate,” he responded. “Friendship has a habit of putting a little 
more g litter on a man than actually is there.”

Bourke Blakemore Hickenlooper’s body rests today in a  mausoleum in the 
Cedar Memorial Chapel of Memories in Cedar Rapids, near th a t of his 
beloved wife, Verna, who preceded him in death. A son, David, of Bloom­
field, and a daughter, Mrs. Russel L. Oberlin, of Des Moines, survive.

Bourke Blakemore Hickenlooper, tru ly  a tall Iowan among Iowans.

(The foregoing was w ritten by Mr. F rank Nye, Associate Editor of the 
Cedar Rapids Gazette, a t  the request of the undersigned committee because 
of Mr. Nye’s long time association with Senator Hickenlooper and Iowa 
politics.)

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate of the S ixty-fourth General 
Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable Bourke Blakemore 
Hickenlooper, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and useful 
public servant, and the Senate by this resolution would express its apprecia­
tion of his service, and tender its sympathy to  the members of his family.

Be I t  Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the Senate, and th a t the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to forw ard an enrolled copy to  the family of the deceased.

TOM RILEY, Chairman 
RALPH W. POTTER 
CLOYD E. ROBINSON 

Committee

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

CHARLES W. NELSON

Mr. P r e s i d e n t : Your committee, appointed to  prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon­
orable Charles W. Nelson, begs leave to submit the following memorial:

Charles W. Nelson was born on Ju ly  6, 1908 in Packwood, Iowa. He was 
reared and educated in the Packwood community and attended Parsons 
College and the University of Iowa. On November 27, 1930, he was m arried 
to M arie Mills a t Washington, Iowa. Mr. Nelson operated a hatchery in 
Packwood fo r th irty  years, and a t the time of his death, was owner and 
operator of ‘Small Town Antiques’ in Packwood.

He was a member of the Packwood Methodist Church, Masonic Lodge 
No. 104, past m aster of the Abingdon Masonic Lodge, El Chanon Com- 
mandery No. 28, I.N.R.I. Council No. 50, McCord Chapter No. 4, R.A.M., 
Kaaba Shrine and Fairfield Shrine Club.

Charles Nelson served as Republican Senator from  Jefferson and Van 
Buren Counties during the Fifty-fifth and F ifty-sixth General Assemblies,


