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nothing more of legislative m a t te r s  than  a  rabbit,  to tra in ,  and  w hen 
1 th ink  of Whipple, the p leasure  I had in  m ee t in g  h im  and  in  his 
acquaintance, I find, Senators, w here  the recom pense is. I have been 
amply repaid  d ur ing  the sessions here  w i th  acqua in tances  like Sena
to r s  G ates  a n d  W hipple .  A nd  I am  forced o r  co m pel led  to  say  what, 
I have  said in co m m en d a t io n  o f  S en a to r  G ates,  a n d  i t  is a  p le a s u re  
for me to be able  to  add  m y few w ords  to  w h a t  h a s  been  said.

Senator W hite , from a special committee, submitted the fo l
lowing report and moved its adoption:

C H R I S T I A N  II Kill  IK S .

M e . P k k s i d e x t —Your committee, appoin ted  to d ra f t  reso lu tions  to 
co m m em o ra te  th e  life an d  serv ices  of ex -S e n a to r  C h r is t ia n  H ed g es  
beg leave to su b m it  th e  fo llow ing r e p o r t  a n d  r e s o lu t io n s :

. C hr is t ian  H ed g es  wag b o rn  in M ansfield , Ohio, M ay 1, 1830.

H e e n te re d  th e  C inc inna ti  L aw  School an d  g ra d u a t e d  f ro m  t h a t  
college a t  th e  age  of seven teen .  H e  w as  too  y o u n g  to  be a d m i t t e d  
to th e  b a r  fo r  p rac t ice ,  so e n te r e d  a law  office u n t i l  h is  ag e  w o u ld  
p e rm it  h im  to ad m iss ion  to  th e  bar .

In  1849 th e  gold fields of C a li fo rn ia  m a d e  such a s t ro n g  app ea l  to 
Mr. H edges  t h a t  he  w en t  th e r e  w i th  m an y  o th e r s  to  seek  h is  fo r tu n e  
in  th e  west. H e r e tu rn e d  to  Iow a c oun ty  in  1859, w h e re  h e  h a s  r e 
sided ever since.

H e was m a r r ie d  to  Miss E l le n  R u sh  a t  M arengo ,  Iow a, in  S e p te m 
ber,  1864. To th is  union e ig h t  ch i ld ren  w e re  b o rn ,  th r e e  of w ho m  
preceded  h im  to th e  g re a t  beyond. T hose  w ho m  w ith  h is  w ife  s u r 
vive are: Mrs. George E. Sw ain  of N orth  English , Iowa; Mrs. W il l
iam  H a n k ey  of L e tts ,  Iow a; Mrs. E. K. T y le r  of M u sca t in e ;  Mrs. B. 
C. Leib of M arengo ,  Iow a; B ruce  E. H edg es  of D av en p o r t ,  Iow a, an d  
seven g ran d ch i ld ren .

Ju d g e  H ed ges  h ad  a long a n d  even tfu l  ca ree r .  H e  h e a rd  th e  call 
of his co u n try  in  th e  sixties, and  e n te red  th e  serv ices  of th e  reb e l l io n  
as cap ta in  of th e  S even th  V o lu n te e r  I n f a n t r y  of Iow a. H is  ab i l i ty  
was soon recognized, and  w on for  h im  p ro m o tio n  to  M il i ta ry  J u d g e  
Advocate, w h ich  posi t ion  he  he ld  for  som e tim e.  H is  g r e a t  ab i l i ty  
was recognized  by th e  people  of Iow a a f t e r  th e  w a r  w as  over,  a n d  he  
served h is  S e n a to r ia l  D is t r ic t  in  th e  E ig h te e n th  G en era l  A ssem bly . 
D u rin g  h is  te r m  as  S e n a to r  h is  gen iu s  as  an  i n t e r p r e te r  o f  law  a n d  
an  a d m in i s t r a to r  of ju s tice  w as soon recogn ized  a n d  w on fo r  h im  th e  
Judgeship of the Circuit Court of the  E ig h th  D istr ic t .  T h is  position 
he held  for tw elve  years , o r  u n t i l  th e  C ircu i t  C o u r t  w as  ab o li sh ed  by 
legis la tive  ena c tm en t .

H e he ld  m an y  posi t ions  of p r iv a te  a n d  civic t r u s t ,  in a ll  o f  w h ich  
h e  acq u i t ted  h im se l f  w ith  h ig h  h o n o r  a n d  c red i t .  H e  w as  fo r  m a n y
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years director and legal adviser of the  Marengo Savings Bank of Ma
rengo, Iowa; the  F a rm ers ’ Savings Bank of Victor, Iowa, and the 
F a rm ers ’ Savings Bank of North English. He held the position of 
mayor,' several term s as councilman and city at torney for the town 
of Marengo, Iowa. He wielded a wide and beneficial influence upon 
bis community, and was always ready and willing to assist every one 
by his wise, fearless and ready counsel. Many a struggling young 
man has helped by his advice, especially those in the legal profession. 
Many of the  prominent lawyers of the sta te  of Iowa have been helped 
by his great knowledge and experience.

He died a t  Marengo, Iowa, F eb ruary  26th, 1913, and was buried on 
the 28th day of February in the I. 0. 0. F. cemetery at Marengo, Iowa.

W hereas, Hon Christian Hedges, a member of this  body in the 
Eighteenth General Assembly, has been called from this life; therefore 
be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the State of Iowa lias heard of his death 
with deep sorrow and regret, and that it recognizes the high character of 
his service to his state.

Resolved, T hat the Senate take  th is  occasion to acknowledge its 
recognition and express its high regard  and appreciation of the worth 
of the character  and public services of Christian Hedges, and to ex
tend to his family its sincere sympathy in the ir  g rea t bereavement. 
Be it fu r the r

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, engrossed and duly 
authentica ted  by the President and Secretary of the Senate, be pre
sented to the family of the deceased.

•T. A. W h ri K,
G . E .  H h .s ix g e h ,

G . M . G i l l e t t e ,
C om m ittee .

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator W hite, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke 
as follows:

M n. P r k k jiik x t — I  do not remember Mr. Hedges as a Senator, as it 
was a long time ago, nor was I personally acquainted with him when 
he "was on the bench, but I knew him by his reputation  when he was 
on the bench. He had the reputa tion  of being a very able lawyer and 
very decisive and would become very indignant if any attorney under
took to do any crooked work or would endeavor to take any advan
tage of any poor client. I knew him personally for four years when I 
served as clerk of the court, and he was a  very agreeable man to do bus
iness with in the clerk’s office. I have known all of his children, and he 
left a very in teresting  family. He was a Republican in politics, but 
was not an offensive partisan. He was a very plain and unassuming 
man, absolutely honest in every respect and a man of very high 
morals.


