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American citizen and we shall ever cherish the recollections of his manly 
life.

Resolved, T hat th is  body extend to the sorrow ing wife and to the 
family, our sincere sympathy and respect.

Resolved, T hat these resolutions to printed in the  Senate Journal and 
the Secretary is hereby instructed to m ail an engrossed copy of the same 
to the widow of the deceased.

J. L .  W i l s o n ,
E .  H .  H o y t ,
C h a e l e s  G a t e s ,

Committee.

Adopted. 

Senator Wilson in moving the adoption of the resolutions spoke 
as follows:

Me. P r e s id e n t —Honorable Silas W right G ardinier was born at Mt. 
Carroll, Illinois, August 20, 1846 and came to Clinton in 1867 and entered 
the employ of C. Lamb & Sons (Lum berm an). In 1877 w ith his father 
and brother he entered the lumber firm of Gardnier Batchelder and Welles 
a t Lyons, Iowa. In  1890 the two brothers and th e ir  brother-in-law L. 
C. Eashm an bought extensive tim ber tracks a t Laurel, Mississippi, and 
Eashm an G ardnier & Co. has become one of the great lumber Co.’s of 
the country. He was m arried  to Miss Henkle and four children was the 
resu lt of th a t union, one son and three daughters, namely Phillip, Mrs. 
Cox, Mrs. W isnor and M argerette, the la tte r a t home. He was a member 
of the Episcopal Church and also 33rd honorary member Scottish Rite 
Mason and died June 17, 1907, a t his home in the city of Clinton, Iowa.

In  these days, when men are m ultiplying the complexities of life, 
engaging in vain and varied pursuits of the phantom  of fame, and rais
ing strange new standards of living, the life of a  citizen like Silas W. 
G ardnier may well be held up as a model for the youth of Iowa. He 
lived simply and he had no selfish personal am bition to satisfy, but he 
was content to serve others. He believed in the dignity  of plain citizen
ship, and he preferred it  to prom pt and circum stance of public office. 
He believed in  the homely virtues of life in gentleness, in devotion to 
h is home, in loyalty to his friends, in patriotism  for h is country, in the 
faith fu l fulfillments of all obligations in the beauty service and duty of 
usefulness. He not merely believed in these things bu t practiced them 
and when he went from th is  sphere of life he went not empty handed, 
but leaving a golden harvest of good deeds, Silas W. G ardnier can never 
be forgotten.

There is sorrow in Silas W. Gardnier’s death, but there is far greater 
rejoicing th a t he lived and labored among us.

He died June 17, 1907, age 60 years, 10 months, 27 days.

The resolutions were unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

Senator Larrabee, from the Special Committee appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions commemorating the life of the Hon. Thomas
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D. Healy, submitted the following report and moved its adoption:

Mr. P resid en t— Y our com m ittee appointed to  d ra f t  reso lu tions com
m em orative of the  life and services of E x-S enator T. D. H ealy, begs 
leave to  sum bit th e  follow ing rep o rt:

Thom as D. H ealy was born  on a farm  n e a r  L ansing, Iow a, May 25, 
1865. In - 1883 th e  fam ily moved to  F o rt Dodge. He a tten d ed  St. 
Jo seph ’s Academy a t  D ubuque, and  la te r w as g rad u a ted  from  th e  law  
departm en t of' th e  U niversity  of M ichigan, im m ediate ly  th e re a f te r  en 
te rin g  th e  practice of law  a t F o r t Dodge in com pany w ith  h is  b ro ther, 
M. F. Healy. He was m arried  June 16, 1889, to Mary Lucy Huffmann, 
and to  them  th e re  have been born  th ree  children .

F rom  h is first year in  the  law  he was recognized as a  m an of un 
usual ability , and his practice w as soon extended to  all p a r ts  of the 
S tate. In  1895 he was elected to  the  S ta te  Senate from  th e  27tli 
S enatorial D istrict, and was elected again  in  1899 fo r a second term , 
serving in  th e  26th ex tra , 27th , 28th  and 29 th  G eneral Assem blies. 
H is ab ility  as a ju ris t, h is ra re  ta le n t as an  o ra to r, and h is  fo rcefu l 
personality  m ade him  a n a tu ra l leader of men.

However, it was w hile in  th e  L egislature , th a t  his tru e  w o rth  as a 
constructive sta tesm an  was clearly  seen. Before th a t  he w as know n 
as a .successful young law yer; b u t in  th e  L eg islatu re , in  association  
w ith  th e  leading m en of the  S tate , he w as soon recognized as one of 
Iow a’s m ost gifted  and able men.

The B oard of Control law, by w hich Iow a’s public in s titu tio n s  were 
rescued from  m ism anagem ent and ex travagance th a t  cam e m ostly  from  
lack of know ledge and responsibility , w as th e  child  of h is vision, and 
was d rafted  a f te r  he and h is associates on a special com m ittee had 
m ade a com prehensive and convincing rep o rt to  th e  Iow a L egislature .

The revising of th e  Code of Iowa, w hich had become a ta n g le  of in
consistencies and cum bersom eness, due to  its  hav ing  been added to  by 
m any L egislatures, was done a f te r  S enator H ealy  had ta k e n  th e  lead 
in  action. D uring th e  tim e in  which th e  Code w as being rev ised  and 
b rough t in to  harm ony by th e  L eg isla tu re  a field of superb  m agn itude 
was given to  the  m aste r legal m inds of th e  L eg isla tu re , and am ong the  
few who were acknow ledged as such in debate and in  po in ting  o u t the  
p roper paths was alw ays Tom Healy.

The breadth of h is views as a lawyer, the most conspicuous tra i t  of 
g reatness in  h is profession w as revealed  th en , and all th e  S ta te  w el
comed him  as an exponent o f h igher ideals in  governm ental affairs, 
and soon he was considered one of Iowa’s most w orthy and m uch 'tru sted  
d irec to rs of public sentim ent.

A fter leaving th e  L eg islatu re , Senator H ealy  seem ed to  p re fe r no t 
to  accept h igher honors of a po litical n a tu re , a lthough  h is  friends 
w ere am bitious fo r his advancem ent, and he w as con tinually  urged  to  
e n te r th e  field as a cand ida te fo r G overnor or fo r Congress. How
ever, he declined to  continue public life and devoted h im self to  h is 
chosen profession and to  business affairs. J a n u a ry  27, 1907, he w as 
appointed by G overnor Cum m ins a m em ber of th e  B oard of R egents of 
th e  S tate  University.
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D uring all th is  tim e he was constantly  exerting  h is force and energy 
in  advancing th e  cause of good governm ent, and  was ever eager to  
champion the righ ts of the common people, and his g reat influence as 
an  o rato r, h is keen perception and genius in  dealing  w ith  governm ental 
problem s, m ade him  a power fo r good, fo r w hich the  people of Iowa 
w ill ever be g ratefu l.

A lthough his extensive business in te rests  occupied m ost of his time, 
i t  was in his own hom e th a t one learned  his tru e  character. H ere w ith 
h is wife and ch ildren  he seemed to  enjoy him self most, and was ever a 
k ind  husband, a loving fa th e r and m ost hospitable friend.

On C hristm as day, 1908, he was taken  ill, and soon was suffering 
w ith  th e  m ost vio lent form  of pneum onia. A fter several days of 
valian t s trugg le  fo r life, death  occurred on th e  15th day of January , 
1909.

The funera l services w ere held a t Corpus C hristi church. There 
w ere p resen t m any S tate  officers, special com m ittees from  th e  Senate 
and the  H ouse of th e  T h irty -th ird  (33d) G eneral Assem bly and prom 
inen t a tto rneys and acquaintances from  all p a rts  of Iowa.

Resolved, T hat th e  Senate ta k e  th is  occasion to  express its  high 
regard  and apprecia tion  of the charac ter and public services of T. D. 
Healy, and a t th is  tim e extends to  his fam ily its  sincere sym pathy.

Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions, engrossed and duly au 
then ticated , by the  P resid en t and Secretary of the Senate, be presented 
to  Mrs. T. D. Healy and fam ily.

F r e d e b ic  L a r b a b e e ,
J a s . A. S m i t h ,
W . P. W h i p p l e ,
W i l l  C. W h i t i n g ,
J o h n  L .  S u l l i v a n ,

Comm ittee.

Adopted.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Chapman, from the Special Committee appointed to 
prepare suitable resolutions commemorative of the life of the Hon. 
John Russell, submitted the following report and moved its adop
tion :

M r . P r e s id e n t —Your committee appointed to draft resolutions com
m em orating  the  life and charac ter and public services of th e  Hon. 
Jo h n  R ussell, of Jones county, Iowa, respectfu lly  subm its th e  follow
ing :

Hon. John  R ussell was born  in  the county of F ife, Scotland, on the 
8th day of October, 1821, w here he received a com m on school educa
tion. He was very energetic  in  his in te rest in  th e  refo rm  wave of 
G reat B rita in  and w as an  ea rnest supporter of th e  sp ir it of liberty  
th en  s trugg ling  for existence in  America. On the  28 th  day of April, 
1842, he sailed for A m erica, se ttling  in  Colum bia county, Ohio. In 
1852 he moved to  Jones county, Iowa, w hich place rem ained  his home


