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school board fo r ten years, and a member of the public lib ra ry  board fo r 
forty-five years. He had been V ice-President of the F ir s t  N ational B ank 
of Independence, Iowa since 1914, and a d irector since 1907, and fo r m any 
years was referee in bankruptcy  fo r B uchanan and D elaw are counties.

Mr. H arm on was united in m arriag e  to Miss M aria C a rte r December 
24, 1872, w ith whom he lived in happy com panionship u n til her death. To 
them  were born two children, R ay C. of Des Moines, and Miss Jessam ine 
of Independence. He was prom inent in the G. A. R., of which he had been 
one of the early  members, and his m eetings w ith  the old com rades being 
happy occasions in his la te r life. He was a m em ber fo r  nearly  fifty-six  
years. He was a member of Independence Lodge No. 87, A. F . and A. M. 
and was W orshipful M aster of the lodge in the years of 1872, 1873 and 
1874.

Mr. H arm on w as a long tim e member of the F ir s t  P resby terian  
Church of Independence. He w as ever an earnest, conscientious C hristian  
gentlem an, who endeavored to live up to the teach ings of his church in 
every thought and deed.

The death of Mr. H arm on, who w as one of the oldest p rac tic ing  a t to r ­
neys in the sta te  is m ourned by B uchanan county people as well as by 
friends all over the no rtheastern  p a r t  of the sta te . P la in  and unassum ing, 
he sought to keep out of ra th e r  th a n  in the lim elight, bu t by alw ays doing 
his full share in any movement fo r  the common good he won the respect 
of all. Senator H arm on always p u t principle before am bition.

W hereas, his record as a m an, a legislator, and citizen has been of the 
highest cha rac te r; therefore

Be I t  Resolved, T h a t the Senate tak e  th is  occasion to  express its high 
appreciation of the splendid ch a rac te r and honest public service, and 
adopt th is m em orial in the nam e of the  people of the  S ta te  of Iowa as a 
tr ib u te  to h is nam e and memory.

Also, Be I t  F u rth e r  Resolved, T h a t th is  resolution be spread  upon the  
record of the Senate and th a t the same be engrossed and copies thereof 
sent to his son R ay H arm on of Des Moines, Iowa, and to his d au g h ter 
Miss Jessam ine H arm on of Independence, Iowa.

G eo . F .  S l e m m o n s  
W . E . M cL e l a n d  
I. N. S n o o k

Com m ittee.
Senator Slemmons spoke in  p a r t as fo llo w s:
M r . P r e s id e n t , and S e n a t o r s , i t  certain ly  affords me g rea t p leasure 

to make a few  rem arks in th is  m em orial fo r S enator H arm on. I t  w as 
my privilege to have had the acquaintance of S enator H arm on since I 
can remember. I t  w as also my privilege to a ttend  th e  same college and 
associate w ith  those who were his friends since early  life. In  th a t  w ay  I 
came to know him perhaps b e tte r th an  many. F rom  th is  in tim ate  knowl­
edge and association I came to respect, honor and love him  more and m ore 
as the years w ent by.

Senator H arm on w as a m an who always p u t princip le before am bi­
tion. No one knows how m any litigations have been affected by his 
strong  personality . He was a quiet unassum ing m an w ith a  p leasan t
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smile. I  have seen him sit in cases of arb itra tio n , listen carefully and 
then quietly  make suggestions which would iron  out the difficulties, and 
win everybody’s respect and confidence, and make stronger his friendship 
w ith all.

I have seen him  enjoying social life, in  which he joined in all the fun, 
always ready  w ith  his w it and humor.

The S ta te  of Iowa in his demise has lost a true , loyal and up righ t 
citizen. Anyone having associated w ith  Senator H arm on in life would 
be influenced thereby in becoming be tte r in life.

Mr. J. H. Mills spoke as follows:
M r . P r e s i d e n t , and S e n a t o r s , I can assu re  you, Senators, th a t it is not 

of my m otion th a t  I am addressing you here tonight. I  w as asked by Sen­
a to r Slemmons if I  would add some w ords on th is  m em orial service and I 
told him  I had never yet refused to ta lk  where a  soldier of the United 
S tates w as concerned.

Comrade H arm on enlisted in Company K, Tw enty-first Iowa on Ju ly  
28th, 1862, as a  private. He was made fifth  sergean t in  1863 and pro­
moted to fo u rth  sergean t in  1864. W as m ustered out a t  Baton Rouge in 
1865. Com rade H arm on le ft home, friends, and all he held dear in  de­
fense of Old Glory. He was assisted in  th is  g rea t struggle by 2,900,000 
as brave men as ever m arched on a field of battle . He had 78,000 Iowa 
com rades, 2,900 in Iowa belonging to the  G. A. R., 3,000 in Iowa be­
sides, m aking a to ta l in Iowa of 6,000 in round num bers who are le ft to 
tell the s to ry ; and out of the 2,900,000 called by the im m ortal Lincoln 
to defend Old Glory, there a re  bu t 133,000 left. They found the country 
in bad condition, the entire w ealth  being about $16,000,000,000, w ith the 
g rand  old U. S. A. borrowing money fo r which they w ere paying 12 per 
cent in terest. The south in arm ed rebellion, the north  badly divided, 
m aking a dark  outlook fo r the boys in blue; bu t M erritt Harm on and 
his com rades never hesitated  or w avered in th e ir  support of the Union, 
ever rem em bering P residen t W ashington’s farew ell address admonishing 
the people to w atch over the preservation  of the Union w ith a zealous 
eye and ind ignantly  frow n on any a ttem p t to alienate any portion of it 
from  the  rest.

M e rritt H arm on and his com rades 2,900,000 strong  marched to the 
fro n t w ith a firm resolve to die ra th e r  th an  see Old Glory tra il in the 
dust, they  faced shot and shell on the ba ttle  field, starvation  in prison 
pens, ye t they would yield to nothing bu t unconditional surrender, which 
su rrender came in the spring  of 1865, when M erritt Harm on and his 
com rades w ere m ustered out of the U. S. service w ith Old Glory floating 
in the breezes from  every corner of the U. S., not a s ta r  gone, and hon­
ored by the nations of the ea rth  as she never had been before. By th is 
u n fa lte rin g  devotion to the Union, we have a country today th a t is the 
adm iration  of the world and w ith a w ealth  of $350,000,000,000.

M r . P r e s i d e n t , and S e n a t o r s , I m ust close, bu t I say to you th a t the 
brave deeds of M erritt H arm on and his com rades will live on through 
the ceaseless ages of eternity .

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote.


