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GEORGE W . HANNA.

M r . S p e a k e r —Y our com m ittee appo in ted  to  p rep are  and  subm it to  the 
H ouse p ro p e r re so lu tion  com m em orating  th e  life and  public service of 
Hon. G eorge W . H anna, a  m em ber o f the . H ouse d u ring  th e  th ir tie th  and 
th irty -firs t g en e ra l assem blies, beg  leave  to  su b m it th e  follow ing r e p o r t :

G eorge "W. H an n a  w as b o m  in  B lack  H aw k C ounty, Iow a, in  1850, of 
p a re n ts  w ho w ere th e  v e ry  ea rlie s t se ttle rs  of th a t  county  and of the 
s ta te  o f  Iow a. M ost of h is ea rly  life w as sp en t on th e  fa rm  and  in herd ing  
c a tt le  on th e  b road  and open p ra irie s  o f Iow a. W hen  a  sm all boy one of 
h is  p rin c ip a l occupations w as in  help ing  h is fa th e r  ta k e  la rg e  herd s of 
c a tt le  to  th e  p ra irie s  o f W rig h t and  H um bo ld t C ounties, w here he  had 
ch a rg e  of them  during  th e  sum m er h e rd in g  season . L a te r  he w ent in to  
th e  c a tt le  busin ess  fo r h im self and  had  la rg e  and  ex tens ive  herd s of c a ttle  
on th e  open  p ra irie s  in  N o rth  C en tra l Iow a in  W righ t, H um boldt and 
K o ssu th  C ounties.

H e rece ived  h is  education  in  th e  com m on schools and in  th e  upper Iow a 
U n iv e rs itie s  an d  fo r a few y ea rs  ta u g h t school in  th e  w in te r and herded  
c a tt le  d u rin g  th e  sum m er. H e becam e engaged  in th e  m ercan tile  business 
in  a  sm all w ay  in Goldfield, Iowa. A bout th e  y e a r 1878, w hen some of the  
ra ilro a d s  began to  be projected , he m oved to  th e  p ra irie s  of sou thern  
K o ssu th  County, an d  w ith  a  p a r tn e r  b u ilt a  lone s to re  build ing on th e  
p ra ir ie  w here  th e  tow n of L uverne now stan d s a n d  began to  lay  the foun­
d a tio n  o f th e  tow n and p la tted  a  p iece of g round  for th a t  purpose. The 
M. & St. L. ra ilw ay  and  th e  N o rth w este rn  ra ilw ay  w ere la te r  b u ilt and  
c ro ssed  n e a r  th e  p la t th a t  Mr. H an n a  had  estab lish ed  in  w h a t is now the 
to w n  o f L uverne . T he ra ilw ays a ttem p ted  to igno re  h is  litt le  p la t and 
s ta r te d  to  s tak e  ou t riv a l p lats, and  fo r a tim e  it  looked as if h is am bitions 
to found  a  tow n w ould m eet w ith  d isaste r , b u t la te r  the railw ays su rren ­
d ered  an d  accepted th e  p la t of Mr. H an n a  as th e  foundation  of the tow n of 
L uverne .

H e con tinued  in  the m ercan tile  busin ess  fo r a  few  y ears , he w as the 
firs t p o s tm a s te r  in  th e  v illage and  th e  firs t m ay o r of th e  tow n a f te r  its  in ­
co rp o ra tio n . H e becam e ex tensively  in te re s te d  in re a l e s ta te  and s ta r te d  
a t  an  ea rly  da te  to buy up rea l e s ta te  in  th e  v ic in ity  of L uverne, m ost of 
w hich  he  s t il l  ow ned a t h is  death . H e s ta r te d  th e  first bank  in  the tow n of 
L uverne , w hich  w as a p riv a te  bank, know n as th e  B ank  of L uverne and 
w hich  b an k  is s till in ex is tence  and  is one of th e  s tro n g est p rivate  banks 
in  th e  s ta te  of Iowa.

H e ow ned  a t  th e  tim e  of h is d ea th  a round  tw o thousand  acres of land 
p rac tic a lly  in  one body w ith in  a  couple  of m iles of th e  tow n of L uverne 
w hich  he  had  im proved and a rran g ed  fo r th e  ex tensive  handling  of live 
s to ck  and  up to  th e  tim e of h is d ea th  he  k ep t m any  hund red  head of c a ttle  
and  hogs on w h a t he term ed  h is  “ra n c h .”

H e w as prom inen tly  connected  w ith  a ll b usiness affairs and develop­
m en ts  of th a t  portion  of th e  s ta te  of Iow a and  took  very  active p a r t  in 
ea rly  day  p o litica l m a tte rs  bo th  county , s ta te  and  n a tiona l. He w as a dele­
ga te  to  th e  N ationa l C onvention in  1888 and  w ith o u t h is know ledge or 
.consen t w as nam ed  as th e  rep u b lican  can d id a te  fo r th e  H ouse of Repre-
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sentatives in the 30th General Assembly and was elected  to th a t and to 
the 31st G eneral Assembly.

In addition to  the large am ount of real es ta te  w hich he owned a t  the  
tim e of his death, he was the owner of live stock of considerable value, also  
all the resources of his bank a t Luverne and was extensively  in te rested  in  
fru it ranches and other property in Mexico. He was a bro ther of the Hon. 
Phil Hanna, U nited S tates Consul General to Mexico.

He died a t his home in Luverne, January  16th, 1918, leaving surviving 
his widow, th ree  daughters, one son and one o r two grandchildren . D uring 
all his life h is best characteristic was his faithfulness to h is fam ily and h is  
friends and steadfastness in the convictions which were honestly  form ed, 
and he was no t in the habit of shifting in his opinions to m eet every  new  
and popular theory and the county in which he passed m ost of his life as 
well as his sta te  and nation is d istinctly  bettered  because of the  life and 
service of George W. Hanna.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved, That the House of R epresentatives in  apprecia­
tion of his character and public service, adopt th is m em orial to the  m em ory 
of a good citizen and a  faithful public servant, and a t  the  sam e tim e ex­
tend to his widow and relatives m ost sincere sym pathy, and be it resolved 
th a t the clerk of th is House be and is hereby directed  to en te r th is  reso lu ­
tion upon the journal of the House and forw ard a copy thereof to the  fam ­
ily of the deceased.

T. P. H a r r ix g t o n ,
O . C. S o r l i e x ,
O s c a r  U l s t a d .

HENRY SCHROOTEN.

M r . S p e a k e r —Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com­
m em orating the life and work of the Hon. H enry Schrooten, la te  of 
Plymouth County, Iowa, beg leave to report the following m em orial:

H enry Schrooten was born August, 1854. He becam e a residen t of 
Plymouth County in  1881, buying the hom estead w here he died, a t th a t 
time. His death occurred Tuesday, Nocember 26th, 1918. He was a w idower 
at the tim e of his death and was the fa the r of six children. His two young­
est sons enlisted in the cause of liberty; the youngest, H enry  Schrooten, 
Jr., gave up his life for his country la st April, and George, the nex t young­
est, was at the tim e of his fa ther’s death upholding his country’s flag on 
the fields of France.

H enry Schrooten was a pioneer of P lym outh County, one of its best 
known farm ers and a highly respected and en terp rising  citizen. He took 
an active p art in the civil and political life of his com munity. He w as 
widely known and had many friends, personal and political, th roughout 
his county. He was ambitious and possessed a h igh degree of in teg rity , 
a man of splendid ability, enterprise, and public spirit. He was honored 
by various local offices in his county and served as rep resen ta tive  from  
Plymouth County in the 24th General Assembly, w ith  honor and credit.

Whereas, The life and character of the deceased were such as to en* 
title his memory to the respect and esteem of all who knew  him.


