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M r .  C a l k i n s  w a s  a D e m o c r a t  i n  p o l i t i c s  a n d  w a s  e l e c t e d  a s  R e p r e 
s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  A d a m s  C o u n t y  t o  t h e  T h i r t y - s e c o n d  a n d  T h i r t y - t h i r d  
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l i e s .  E v e r y  t i m e  h e  w a s  a c a n d i d a t e  h e  c a r r i e d  h i s  
h o m e  t o w n s h i p ,  L i n c o l n ,  a t o w n s h i p  t w o  t o  o n e  R e p u b l i c a n ,  a n d  h i s  
m a j o r i t i e s  w e r e  a l w a y s  l a r g e ,  s h o w i n g ,  h o w  h e  w a s  r e g a r d e d  b y  h i s  
h o m e  p e o p l e  a n d  n e i g h b o r s .  

W h i l e  h i s  n a t u r e  w a s  a n  o p t i m i s t i c  a n d  c h a r i t a b l e  o n e ,  h e  w a s  o u t 
s p o k e n ,  a n d  t h e r e  n e v e r  w a s  a t i m e  w h e n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  o n  a p u b l i c  
q u e s t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d .  

M r .  C a l k i n s  w a s  a m a n  o í  a g g r e s s i v e  t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  w a s  p o s 
s e s s e d  of m a n y  q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  b u i l t  u p  a r o u n d  h i m  a s t r o n g  c i r c l e  o f  
f r i e n d s  w h e r e v e r  h e  l i v e d  a n d  m o v e d ;  t h e r e f o r e  b e  i t  

R e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  i n  t h e  d e a t h  of t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  C o n d e  C a l k 
i n s  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  c o u n t y  i n  wli ic l i  l ie  r e s i d e d  h a v e  l o s t  a w o r t h y  c i t i 
z e n  a n d  a n  h o n e s t  a n d  u p r i g h t  m a n ;  a n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  

R e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  t h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  b e  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  
t h e  H o u s e ,  a n d  t h a t  a n  e n g r o s s e d  c o p y  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  
t h e  d e c e a s e d  b y  t h e  Ch ie f  C l e r k .  

W a l t e r  N k w c o m h ,  
W .  J .  D i x o x ,  
G. W. K o o n t z .  

Committee. 

A d o p t e d  IM a r c h  1 9 .  l O l ü .  

H O N .  Z E N O  H. G U R L E Y .  

Mb. S p k a k k r — Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  a p p o i n t e d  t o  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  c o m 
m e m o r a t i v e  of t h e  l i f e ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  of H o n o r a b l e  
Z e n o  H .  G u r l e y  b e g  l e a v e  t o  s u b m i t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

R e v e r e n d  Z e n o  H .  G u r l e y  w a s  b o r n  a t  L a h a r p ,  H a n c o c k  C o u n t y ,  
I l l ino i s ,  F e b r u a r y  24, 1842. l i e  w a s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  a l e a d i n g  m i n 
i s t e r  i n  t h e  R e o r g a n i z e d  C h u r c h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  of L a t t e r  D a y  S a i n t s ,  

a n d  f r o m  1 8 7 4  t o  1 8 8 5  o n e  of t h e  t w e l v e  a p o s t l e s  of t h a t  b o d y .  

H e  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  T w e n t y - f i f t h  a n d  T w e n t y - s i x t h  s e s s i o n s  a n d  T w e n 
t y - s i x t h  e x t r a  s e s s i o n  o '  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  w h i c h  p o s i t i o n  h e  
f i l l e d  w i t h  c r e d i t  t o  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  H e  a l s o  s e r v e d  t h e  
s t a t e  a s  D e p u t y  W a r d e n  of t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  a t  A n a m o s a .  A l w a y s  
m a i n t a i n e d  a m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  a b o v e  r e p r o a c h ,  a n d  w a s  a m a n  o f  
m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  o r d i n a r y  a b i l i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  a p u b l i c  s p e a k e r .  

H e  d i e d  a t  h i s  h o m e  i n  C a n t o n ,  M i s s o u r i ,  N o v e m b e r  22, 1912. 

W h e r e a s ,  T h e  l o n g  a n d  h o n o r a b l e  c a r e e r  of t h i s  h o n o r a b l e  c i t i z e n  
s h o u l d  c o m m a n d  o u r  r e s p e c t  a n d  g o a d  u s  o n  t o  n o b l e r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
i n  t h i s  l i f e ;  t h e r e f o r e  b e  i t  
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Resolved, By the  House of Representatives of the • Thirty-fifth 
General Assembly tha t  a t ranscr ip t  of t h i s  «memorial b e  furnished t o  
t h e  fami ly  of t h e  deceased and  a copy thereof b e  spread on t he  Jou r 
nal  of t h e  House.  

M .  F .  T H O M P S O N ,  

D .  C .  S T E E L S M I T I I ,  

J O H N  L .  B R O W N ,  

Committee. 

Adopted 'March  20, 1913. 

HON. JOHN E. DEMPSTER. 

Mit. Si'EAKEK—Your committee appointed to  prepare a memorial to 
commemorate  t h e  l i fe  and public service of t h e  Honorable  John  E .  
Dempster,  a n  honored member  of t h e  Twenty-seventh General As
sembly, beg leave t o  submit  t h e  following r epor t :  

John E. Dempster was born in Morgan County, Ohio, January 3, 
1837. I n  t h e  ear ly  days of h i s  l i fe  h e  a t tended t h e  district  schools 
of Ohio, and  la te r  came t o  set t le  on  t h e  fer t i le  acres  of h i s  fa ther ' s  
f a r m  in  Scott County, Iowa. 

By h is  indus t ry  and  t h r i f t  h e  was  able  while still  a young man  
t o  purchase  a small  f a r m  nea r  h i s  parents ,  which, as  t h e  years  went  
by, increased t o  180 acres. 

Mr. Dempster  w a s  twice marr ied .  I n  1868 h e  was  joined in mar 
r i age  t o  E s t h e r  E .  Burch and  t o  t h e  union were  born  two daughters  
and  one son. On December 24, 1873, th is  union was broken by the 
dea th  of h i s  wife.  H e  was  again marr ied  in  1875 to  Josephine Fitz-
simmons, who bore  h im two sons and  one daughter .  

H e  gave h i s  t ime  liberally t o  public service, be ing fo r  thirty-one 
yea r s  secretary of t h e  School Board.  I n  1897 h i s  g rea t  activity and 
in te res t  in public a f f a i r s  b rought  h i m  t o  t h e  a t ten t ion  of t h e  commu
n i ty  in  which h e  lived, and h e  was  elected by  t h e  Republican par ty  
a s  Representa t ive  of Scott County t o  t h e  Legis la ture  of t he  Twenty-
Seventh General  Assembly. 

H e  was  a f a i t h f u l  and  consistent follower of t h e  Methodist  Episco
pal  Church,  and  was  fo r  more  t h a n  twenty  years  Sunday school su
per in tendent  in t h a t  church. 

I n  1900 Mr. Dempster  moved to  Poweshiek County where,  a t  t he  
t ime  of h i s  death ,  h e  owned a 3 20-acre f a rm.  

One of the s turdy Iowa pioneers who laid the  foundation of our material 
prosperity,  Mr. Dempster  was  one  of t h e  mos t  agreeable  and  loyal of 
f r iends .  




