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GUY MARK GILLETTE

M r. P r e s i d e n t : Y our Senate com mittee, appointed to  p rep are  a  su itab le 
resolution com m em orating the life, character and public service of the  la te  
Honorable Guy M ark G illette, begs leave to subm it th e  follow ing m em orial:

Guy M ark G illette’s life tim e w as one of varied  pu rsu its . A lw ays con
cerned w ith helping others, he w as in tu rn  a  soldier, law yer, leg isla tor, 
fa rm er and sta tesm an.

The son of M ark Dennis G illette and M ary Hull, M r. G illette w as born 
in  Cherokee County on F eb ru ary  3, 1879. Mr. G illette attended  the Chero
kee public schools and g raduated  from  Cherokee H igh School in  1896. In 
1900 he graduated  from  the  D rake Law School and began  a  p rac tice in 
Cherokee the follow ing year.

M r. G illette’s career as a soldier began when he w as 14 y ea rs  old as  a 
m em ber of Com pany M, F ourth  Regim ent, Iowa N ational G uard. In  1898 
he w as called into federal service during  the Spanish-A m erican W ar and 
served out the em ergency as  a se rg ean t in Georgia.

The company w as reactivated  in 1910 under the then  C aptain  Guy M ark 
G illette. In 1917 C aptain  G illette w as again called into service to  head an 
in fan try  company which w ent overseas in 1918. W hen d ischarged in 1919, 
Mr. G illette held the ran k  of M ajor.

In  June of 1907 he m arried  Rose F reem an who preceded him  in  dea th  in 
1956.

Mr. G illette’s political career began in 1906 when he w as elected County 
A ttorney. Defeated fo r  reelection in 1908, he w as appointed  C ity A tto rney  
fo r  Cherokee. In  1912 he w as elected to the Iowa S enate from  a  d is tr ic t 
com prising Cherokee, P lym outh and Ida  Counties, becom ing the  firs t Dem o
cra tic  senator from  the  d istric t.

F our years la te r, having determ ined th a t  A m erica’s e n try  in to  th e  w ar 
was imm inent, he announced he would not seek reelection. However, 
nom inated on a w rite-in  vote, he w as narrow ly defeated  fo r  a  p o st he did 
not cam paign for.

Following the F irs t  W orld W ar, Mr. G illette farm ed  n ea r  Cherokee u n til 
1932 when he w as elected to  the  U nited S ta tes H ouse of R epresentatives. 
Mr. G illette served in th a t  position un til 1936 when he w as elected to  fill 
a  vacancy to the U nited S ta tes  Senate caused by the dea th  of th e  H onorable 
Louis M urphy.

As a  m em ber of the Senate F ore ign  R elations Com m ittee, h e  w orked to  
ch a rt th is nation’s conception of the  U nited N ations and introduced the firs t 
Senate resolution calling fo r  the creation of the in te rna tiona l body.

In  1944 Mr. G illette w as defeated  fo r reelection to the Senate. In  the  
a fte rm ath  of the election, P residen t H arry  S. T rum an  offered M r. G illette 
a  federa l judgeship b u t M r. G illette refused, reasoning  th a t  he w as not qual
ified since he had not p racticed  law  fo r  years.

A ppointed chairm an of the Surplus P roperty  Board, M r. G illette served 
in th a t capacity un til 1945 w hen he resigned to  become p residen t of the  
A m erican League fo r  a free  P alestine .

In  1948, the sam e y ea r the  U nited N ations au thorized  the  creation  of 
Israel as a nation, Mr. G illette w as reelected to  th e  U nited S ta te s  Senate.

In  1954, a t  75, M r. G illette w as defeated in his bid fo r  ano ther Senate 
term . He retu rned  to  Cherokee w here he becam e active in m any local
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organizations such as the  Cham ber of Commerce, the  R o tary  Club, the Red 
Cross and the Cherokee L ib rary  Board.

On M arch 3, 1973, a t  the age of 94, Guy M ark Gillette died in his native 
Cherokee.

He is survived by one son, M ark, now living in  Florida.
By his own estim ation, Mr. G illette’s m ost memorable contributions made 

during  his public life w ere in helping Iowa farm ers ge t electric power and 
in  prom oting soybeans as a  new cash crop.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-fifth General Assem
bly of Iowa:  T h a t in  the  passing  of the Honorable Guy M ark  Gilliette, Iowa 
has lost a dedicated sta tesm an, and the Senate by th is resolution would 
express its  appreciation of Mr. G illette’s services to his community, sta te  
and nation  and tender is sym pathy and kindest regards to his son.

Be I t  Further Resolved: T h a t a copy of his resolution be spread upon 
the Jo u rn a l of the Senate, and th a t  the S ecretary  of the Senate be directed 
to fo rw ard  an  enrolled copy to  his son.

W A RREN  E. CU RTIS, Chairm an 
LUCAS J. DeK O STER
C. JO SEPH  COLEMAN

Committee
The resolution was unanim ously adopted.

IRV IN G  D. LONG

M r . P r e s i d e n t : Y our committee, appointed to p repare  a suitable resolu
tion com mem orating the  life, character and public service of the la te  Irv ing
D. Long, begs leave to  subm it the following m em orial:

Irv in g  D. Long was born in Delaware County, A pril 15, 1895, and died 
a t  the D elaw are County M emorial H ospital in M anchester, Iowa, October 
26, 1972, a f te r  suffering a stroke. Irv in g  D. Long g radua ted  from  the M an
chester H igh School, and also g raduated  in law from  the U niversity  of 
South D akota in 1917. He w as adm itted to practice law  in Iowa in 1919, 
and had practiced law  in M anchester, Iowa from  1921 un til shortly before 
h is  death. He was D elaw are County A ttorney from  1923 un til 1929.

Irv ing  D. Long was m arried  to E lla Cates in 1916. He was a mem
ber of the C hristian  Church, Masonic Lodge, K nights of P ythias, Lions, and 
served as secre ta ry -treasu rer of the Delaware County Bar Association. 
H e w as survived by his wife, E lla, two sisters, Mrs. Ruby Timmons and 
G ertrude Long, all of M anchester, Iowa.

A Republican, Mr. Long w as elected to the  Iowa Senate in 1941, and 
served fou r term s, 1941 th rough  1948, and from  1957 through 1964. He 
w as P residen t Pro Tem pore of the Senate in 1961 and w as a form er chair
m an of the Senate Governm ental A ffairs Committee. D uring the Forty- 
n in th  General Assembly in 1941, Senator Long w as chairm an of the Build
ing  and Loan Committee and ranking  m em ber of the H ighw ays Committee. 
In  the F iftie th  General Assembly, in 1943, he w as chairm an of the Board 
of Control Committee and rank ing  member on the Jud ic ia ry  2 Committee. 
D uring  the F ifty -first General Assembly in  1945, Senator Long w as chair
m an of the A ppropriations Committee, and rank ing  member of the P rivate 
C orporations Committee. In  1947, the Fifty-second G eneral Assembly, Sen-


