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I have  o ften  th o u g h t a s  w e look ab o u t us and  see m en who have 
lived and  a re  o lder th an  we are , th a t  th e  lives of each  of us a re  la rgely  
m ade up from  th e  c h a ra c te r  and  q u a lities  o f th e  lives of o th e r m en who 
have been  n e a r  us. T h is is th e  firs t tim e, I th in k , d u rin g  my c a re e r in 
th e  L eg is la tu re  th a t  I have  ever had  occasion  to  sp eak  on a  m em orial 
and  th e  firs t tim e  th a t  anyone from  m y ow n d is tr ic t h as  been m em orial
ized a t a  sessio n  of th e  S enate . On th is  occasion especially  I am  re 
m inded  of th e  splendid  m an  th a t  I have  the  p riv ilege a t  th is  tim e to 
p re sen t th is  re so lu tio n  in  reg a rd  to.

H e had  all those  n a tive  q u a lities  and  as  I u sed  to  look a t  him  during  
h is  c a re e r  in  th e  law  p rac tice , I have seen  w h a t seem ed to  me, m any of 
th e  c h a ra c te r is tic s  of L incoln h im self, I h ave  h ea rd  h im  describe  th a t 
bloody b a tt le  of C hickam auga w here  fou r ou to f ev ery  five m en in  h is 
com pany  w ere  sh o t down. H is in te re s t  in  th e  a ffa irs  of h is county and 
in  the  a ffa irs  of h is s ta te  w ere g rea tly  en h an ced  because  of th e  p a rt 
h e  took in  th e  g re a t serv ice  of th e  Civil W a r and  he  c a rr ied  w ith  him , 
I th in k  th ro u g h  life  some of th e  ideals he sought, and  as we younger 
m en  saw  him , we g a th e red  from  him  som e of h is ideals. Judge C arson 
w as one of those  m en w ho nev er reap  fam e. H e w as too diffident 
in  h is  w ay  to ev e r becom e fam ous, b u t he  w as one of those  splendid 
m en  w ho ac ted  w isely  an d  well, and  over and  above all, as I rem em 
b e r  Judge  C arson  I like to  th in k  how m any, m an y  m en there  a re  in  
th e  w orld w ho have th e  sam e q u a lities  o r equal qua lities who rea lly  
n e v e r  a tta in  p rom inence and  o ften  n ev e r m ake  a  success in  th e ir  chosen 
profession . T he  very  qua lities w hich m ade him  fam ous, p reven ted  him  
from  every  becom ing w ealth ,— th e  very  q u a litie s  th a t  rea lly  m ade him  
capab le  and  show ed th a t he  w as a  sp lend id  th in k e r  and w ith  all, quite 
a  w onderfu l m an  in  a  sm all w ay, w ith  h is  n a tu ra l adverseness to  
n o to rie ty  k e p t h im  from  ev er be ing  a no ted  c h a rac te r, in  th is s ta te , 
though  he had  all th e  qualities.

T he b e s t th in g  th a t  can  he said  of h im  is  th a t he  w as one of those  
dependab le  A m erican  citizens, a lw ays tak in g  an  ac tive  p a r t in  the  af
fa irs  of h is  loca lity  and  city , and  in  h is  s ta te , and  who w as satisfied 
th a t  th e  g re a te s t th in g  in  life w as fea lty  to  h is fam ily  and to  his friends 
and  to  h is  coun try , and  w ith  th a t he  lived th ro u g h  life and  th a t  w as 
h is  only claim  to  g rea tn ess .

G IL B E R T  S. G ILBERTSO N .

Senator Kingland, from a special committee, submitted the 
fo llow in g  report and m oved its ad o p tio n :

M k . P r e s id e n t —Y our com m ittee appoin ted  to  p rep are  a  resolu tion  com
m em ora ting  th e  life, ch a rac te r and  public serv ices of G ilbert S. G ilbertson, 
beg leave to  su b m it th e  follow ing repo rt.

G ilbert S. G ilbertson  w as of N orw egian p a ren tag e  and  w as born  in 
S p rin g  Grove, M innesota, October 17th, 1863 and  died in  Des Moines, Iowa, 
N ovem ber 25th, 1917. H is ea rly  advan tages w ere by no m eans extra-
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business college in  Janesville, Wisconsin.
At the age of sixteen years he came to W orth County, Iowa, w here he 

worked on his fa ther’s farm  un til he secured a position as bookkeeper and 
son was unted in  m arriage to Belle D. W hitney who survives him , and to 
th is union was born two daughters, Mrs. E arl H, Scripps and Mrs. E. Chase 
West, the la tte r  of whom died recently.

I t  may be said of G ilbert S. Gilbertson th a t he was a self made m an and 
the positions to which he arose during h is life was due to the fine person
ality  and native ability  he possessed. He first entered public service in 
1889 when he was elected to the position of clerk of the D istric t C ourt of 
W innebago County, Iowa, w hich position he held for four consecutive 
terms. In  1896 he was elected S tate Senator on the Republican tick e t from 
the forty-fist d istric t consisting of Mitchell, W innebago and W orth  coun
ties. He was a prom inent m em ber of the sta te  Senate and his conspicious 
service and ability  led to h is nom ination and election in 1910 to the  office 
of S tate T reasurer of Iowa which position he held for six years. He was a 
business m an of more than ord inary  ability  and was a m an of en terprise 
and public sp irit. Besides his public activities he was always active in 
business and particularly  banking and real estate and his connection w ith 
the business was considered an asset and sought by leading business men 
of the state. His activities in  insurance and fra ternal circles made for 
him  a large num ber of acquaintances and w arm  friends.

He was one of the most genial and companionable of men and was 
staunch and loyal to h is friends even when to his own personal dis
advantage; and loyalty is one of the better a ttribu tes of man. D uring 
the la tte r  years of h is life he was stricken w ith  a  fata l disease and suffered 
from th is for years before his death to such an extent th a t he had to 
abandon active in terest in m any of the im portan t business enterprises 
in which he was theretofore engaged. All who knew him  personally and 
intim ately sympathized w ith h is ill fortune in the loss of his hea lth  and 
it was indeed sad th a t he was so stricken in the best years of h is  life for 
usefulness and influence in  business and political affairs.

G ilbert S. Gilbertson was a  republican in  politics but he had the 
respect and confidence of the opposition party  as well. I t  is significant th a t 
in the election of 1900 for Fvate T reasurer h is m ajority  was over one hun
dred thousand. I t  may 1 » lid  of him  th a t he had a host of friends and 
few enemies. He died a" J ?ime of life when he had accom plished much 
and was ripe in  experie . , ad influence, but a t a tim e when because of
these facts, he would, i, uealth and life had been spared, been of still 
greater influence to his com m unity and state, yet i t  m ust be said of him 
rhat during  his life, although com paratively brief, he had achieved much. 
His early struggles for advancem ent in  life and his successful career had 
endowed him  w ith  the attribu tes of diligence and industry  because all he 
had and all he had accomplished he owed to h is own efforts and native 
ability. He succeeded where m any w ith a  g reat m any more advantages 
have failed. H is memory will be cherished m ost by those who knew him  
best and he is m ourned by a host of friends to whom he was always loyal
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and kind. In his death, the community in which he lived lost a most
estimable friend and neighbor, and his state one of its best and most
prominent citizens.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved, That the Senate has heard with deep sorrow 
and regret of his death and that it recognize the high character of his ser
vice to this state, and in his death the state has lost a worthy, distinguished 
and noble citizen, and

Be I t  Resolved, That this Senate extend to his family its sincere sym
pathy of their great bereavement, and,

Be I t  Further Resolved, That those resolutions be entered upon the
Senate journal and a copy sent to the bereaved family of the deceased.

F. A . K in g l a n d ,
B y bon  W . N ew b eb b y ,
H. C. W h it e ,

Committee.

T he resolutions w ere adopted unanim ously by a rising vote.
In adopting the resolutions, Senator Kingland spoke as fo llow s:
I am not prepared to make a speech, yet I do want to say a few 

words and pay a humble tribute to a deceased friend. I had the good 
fortune to know Senator Gilbertson since he was comparatively a young 
man. His activities as a public man preceded the time that I had any
thing to do with public affairs, but I knew him as a neighbor and as a 
friend and I can conscientiously say that those who knew him thought 
well of him.

Mr. Gilbertson did not aspire to the gifts of oratory, but in spite of 
that, I believe it can be truthfully said that he perhaps had as many 
admiring friends and acquaintances as any public man in this state. 
As the resolution set forth, he was kind and loyal to his friends. I 
think at times, perhaps to his own personal loss, but it  occurs to me 
that the man who is loyal to his friends, especially in adversity (and 
that is when friends are most needed) has in tha t fact one of the great
est attributes,—an attribute which inspires the admiration of mankind 
generally. This, I think, can be said in the fullest measure of Gilbert 
S. Gilbertson.

There are men here who were more in the class of contemporaries 
and without saying more, I would like to call on these,—the Senator 
from Clayton who is also a member of this committee.

LIEUT. GOV. JOHN HERRIOTT.

Senator Foster from a special committee submitted the following 
report and moved its adoption:

Lieutenant Governor John Herriott, President of the Senate 'during 
the 29th, 30th and 31st General Assemblies, died in Des Moines, Tues
day, September 24th, 1918, aged 73, the funeral services taking place on 
Friday following in Stuart., his home city since 1873.


